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POLITICAL: LNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LEFTIST GROUPING PROPOSES TO HARNESS WRATH OF MASSES AGAINST REGIME 
Cairo AL TAQADDUM in Acabic 31 Jul 60 pp 1, 2 


/Article: "Khalid Mubyi-al-Din: The Government's Policy Ie Turning Egypt into « 
South Vietnam!"/ 


/‘Text/ In @ statement be made at the party's celebration of the great month of 
Ramadan and the 23 July Revolution, Khalid Muhyi-al-Din laid bare the government's 
allegations of defending Ielem, and ite statement that it would never establish 
normal relations with the Soviet Union as long as it was occupying the territory 
of a Moslem country, while it wae normalizing ite relations with Ierael, which te 
occupying the territory of three Moslem Arab countries, proclaiming Jerusalem as 
ite capital, killing bundrede of Palestinians and Lebanese, and offering every 
form of aid and facility to America, which te conspiring day night against the 
Lranien lelamic revolution. 





He said, “The Grouping Party's program calle for a proper underetanding of relig- 
ion, but we ere not calling for the doctrine of extremism which the Islamic soci- 
eties embrace or for the notion of hypocrisy which the government embraces." He 
added, ‘The government ie useing Ielem in the politicel etruggle going on in the 
region and ie interpreting ic in a manner which serves American interests! 


"For us, true Ielam ie to struggle for «a life of dignity for the Moslem masses." 


In hie talk about the July revolution he said "The July Revolution elected to be 
hostile to colonialiem and Eiontem and linked iteelf to the Arab liberation move- 
ment and the world liberation movement, because enmity to colonialiem has « nation- 
al and worldwide nature. Through thie concept, the July revolution changed the 
course of evente in the whole region, and under the aegis of the July revolution-- 
or the ‘black era’ as the media are saying now--we managed to build close to 700 
factories yielding revenues which are now close to 1 billion pounds. In spite of 
the June 1967 defeat we managed to build the iron and steel complex, the aluminum 
complex and the shipyards, bring electricity to the villages, and reconstruct the 
armed forces. in epite of all that, it kept prices at a specified level and 
Egyptian citizens could live on their salaries, get married and find apartments. 





“Today finding « ber of soap has become a difficult issue. In the rural areas, 

one can find a sack of flour only by smuggling or by using violence. The crisis 
in euch public facilities in Egypt as roads, sewers, telephones, water and elec- 
tricity ie becoming critical. All these facilities suffer from massive problems 














and difficulties which have not been solved, although Egypt received aid totalling 
ebout $12 billion fvom 1973 to 1977. Where hase thie money gone? Here lies our op- 
position to the economic liberalisation policy, which has resulted in all these 
concluelone which every citizen in Egypt feels." 


The Objective Conditions for Change Are Really Ripe 


Khalid Muhyi-a@l-Din added, "The policy of economic liberalization and the Linking 
of our economy to the wheel of the capicaliet market have pushed us into the sep- 
arate peace with lereel and the emergence of the Camp David pact. We are resist- 
ing the designe of thie pact and are io alliance and hold hande with all Egyptian 
national forces opposed to this pact, be they rightist, centrist or leftiec."” 


He said “The Camp David policy has led to a rift between Egypt and the Arab and 
lelamic countries and the nonaligned countries. We are now standing alongside the 
lintted States against all our natural allies, and thie policy will ultimately lead 
Eaypt to become another ‘South Vietnam’ fighting for the interests of the United 
States for $1 billion «a year!" 


A. the end of hie talk, the secretary general of the party said “We stress, in com- 
memorating the 2) July revolution, that the Egyptian national movement will remain 
the citadel and the beacon from which the sound line for all Arab countries to 
fight ageinet colcenialiem and Zioniem will issue." He directed his words to the 
perty members, saying “You must turn the anger and wrath of the Egyptian people 
ageinet the conditions they are going through into a political movement and draw 
the man in the street from interest in his own causes alone to the general causes. 
This ie the party's political struggle and the struggle of all national forces. 


“ALL the objective conditions for charge are really ripe. We must build ourselves 
and mature inwardly." 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


AMERICAN PRESENCE SEEN THARATENING NATIONAL IDENTITY 
Caire AL-SHA'B in Arabic 23 Sep 80 p 5 


/Article by ‘Avl-al-Rahbman al-Jabiri: "Threatening the Identity, Existence and 
Destiny of Egyoc''/ 


/Text/ One of our newspapers, which is called nationalist, has iesued a serious 
statement by Mr Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, the deputy prime minister, who said that consul- 
tations are underway between Egypt and the United States to give the latter facili- 
ties of which the Unitel States can make temporary use in the Ra's Raniyas /sic/ 
area on the Red Sea to defend any Arab or tslamic country facing foreign invasion. 


The statement brings the Egyptians the glad tidings of reassuring them that the 
credits allocated for that base have no connection with the loan Egypt has obtained 
from the United States. It is as if the people in Egypt are concerned, and their 
thinking is preoccupied, only with who will pay the coste of establishing the 
American military bases. As ‘or exposing our country to dangers, diminishing our 
sovereignty and independence, and destroying and deepening our disputes with the 
Arab and nonaligned countries, none of that will be of importance as long as 
America pays the cost of establishing ite military bases on Egyptian territory. 

In America custom, everything can be bought by dollars--these are illusions America 
is experiencing and wakes up from only under the shock of blows heaped upon it by 
struggling peoples, as happened in Vietnam and Iran, and as will happen with other 
peoples. 





Now the picture has been rounded out and become more clear: an air base and facil- 
ities for America in Cairo West, a naval base and facilities for America at Ra's 
Baniyes on the Red Sea, and we do not know what after that. We wonder, and want 
an explicit clear anewer: will these military bases be used ageinet Isreel, 

which hae invaded and occupied f ve Arab and Islamic countrie., including Egypt? 
Doesn't what was said in the statement by Mr Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, the deputy prime 
minister, to the effect that the American military bases being established in 
Egypt are to defend che Arab and Islamic countries which are being exposed to for- 
eign invasion, apply here? Aren't Egyp:, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine 
Arab and Islamic countries against which a foreign country, Israel, has committed 
aggression, and whose lands it is still occupying? Or are che Arab and Islamic 
countries which are mentioned, against which aggression has been made, and Israel, 
the foreign country committing aggression against chem, exempted from the contents 
of the statere> oy Mr Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, the deputy prime minister? 














To permit the eatablishment of American military bases in Egypt ia to be coneid- 
ered a serious setback for the policy of independence and nonalignment which Egypt 
embraced and which received respect and reverence in international circles, The 
militery bases which America 1s establishing in Egypt, Oman, Somalia, Kenya and 
the telande of the Indian Ocean are to threaten the Arab oil-producing countries 
and warn chem againet uelng ofl ae @ political and economic weapon for realizing 
the legitimate interests of the Arab people, 


The grave, increasing role America ie playing in Egypt hae transcended everything 
thac had not been anticipated in the political, military and economic fields and 
it te no longer possible to be silent about the role or ignore its gre conse- 
quences for the future of Egypt. In thie time, in which Egypt is tak 4 a danger~ 
ous turn, Egypt finde iceelf in urgent need--more than at any time in the past-- 
to review and think about ite identity, ite exietence and ite whole destiny. 

Egypt today is going through # most dangerous bottleneck and is approaching Lie 
moet critical point of suffocation in ite modern history. Therefore Egypt, in the 
face of these variables, is in urgent need of a radical review of ite inner self 
and a review of ite identity which will bring it back to Arab ranks and to leader- 
ship of the movement of prosperity and progress in the region and will return ic 
to steadfastness againet and the smashing of the colonial onslaught, as it had pre- 
viously emashed the onslaughts of the Crusaders and the Mongols. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FORMER POLITICAL FIGURE CRITICIZES PEACE WITH ISRAEL 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 21 Oct 80 p 7 


/Article by Salah Diseuqi: “The Camp David Treaty Is a Truce Agreement, Not a 
Peace Treaty; Clarity of Vision Will Lead to Real Anxiety or to Revolution"/ 





/Text/ Knowledge ie a gracious quality which leads us to better conditions. There 
ie a better condition, in terms of individuale and nations, and realizing this bet- 
ter condition, and understanding ite identity and the means for enjoying it, may be 
attributed to knowledge. People have differant opinions about this, and they have 
most different impressions about the way to attain this better state. If knowledge 
ie the basic element in attaining the better state, it is necessary that intellec- 
tual guerancees for the attainment of thie knowledge exist and that these guaran- 
tees be founded on intellectual properties and experiences which usually emerge in 
leaders who are to be considered a reflection of the political institutions of 
their country. 














There is a difference between knowledge and conjecture, and between political 
knowledge and scientific knowledge. The political leader is supposed to know what 
is beset for the country, as the doctor knows medical matters. It is knowledge 
alone which distinguishes the real politician from the fraudulent one, as knowledge 
distinguishes the doctor from the quack. 






In the last 10 years a new political soothsaying has appeared which has claimed to 
have full knowledge of Egypt's problems and the political, social and economic ills 
of Egyptian society. There has been an obscure feeling, but one of increasing 
depth, that there has been a big change in people's affairs. People who benefited 
from certain distinctive conditions have been gripped with fear and people who suf- 
fered heve so far been filled with hope. However, if the tribulations of their 
hope widen more than they ought, that could turn into violence. Thus we are liv- 
ing in a time characterized by increasing instability. Some people are talking 
about peace and welfare, saying that solving the problem of armed struggle with 
Israel will be the solution to Egypt's economic problems, and people, especially 
intellectuals, have supposed that the political leaders’ knowledge will lead us 

to what is best. The Camp David agreement took place after prior undisclosed con- 
tacts and negotiations, some open in nature, some secret, and the normalization 

of relations began to take its course. Were the truth deduced from the facts, we 
would find that Egypt's political decisions were based on emotion, inspiration 

and assumptions. The facts stress chat political regimes decline or rise in ac- 
cordance with their reactions to the challenges facing them and that there is no 



















fixed law which assercte the triumph of truth or the collapse of falsehood, Might 
may lead co right, and right in ‘eolation te not might. The lives of political 
reximes depend on che confrontation of challenges, the sense of and confrontation 
of danger, and che inelecence on overcoming ic before it is too late, When the 
government becomes slack and aseigne civilian work to ¢! armed forces, stating 
that we will extend both our hands to anyone who extends one to use and chat we 
will cake 10 steps toward anyone who takes one toward use, we find chat we are faced 
with emotional thoughts which have no existence in the dictionary of politics, Let 
ue cemind che president chat the most severe criticiem being directed against 
MacNamara today is that when he was the secretary of defense in the United States 
of America he convinced the American Congress that a reduction in arme by che 
United States would be met by a spontaneous reduction on the part of the Soviet 
Union and concentration by the two countries on economic problems, The result was 
that the Soviet Union cid not respond to this view but realized a major progress 
in armamence which now threatens the world etrategic balance. The second example 
ie Vietnam's obstinacy in one stage of the negotiations in Paris, in spite of ob- 
vious American concessions to end the fighting. The obstinacy ended and Vietnam 
returned to the negotiating cable after President Nixon ordered new raids concen- 
trated on Vietnamese milit.ry concentrations in Vietnam and Cambodia, The negoti- 
ations between us and Ierael are negotiations between two aiversaries; the results 
of negotiations with any of our adversaries are determined according to the 
strongth behind them, be that military, economic, technological or political 
actrength, Anything beside that ise thinking which hae no place in the world of 
reality. 


Lt might be appropriate for us to recall President Eisenhower's statement that "It 
is not permissible for the adversary to know what you will be offering him, and it 
is more important that the adversary not know what you will not be offering him." 
Experience has proved that statements on not using force, which are intended not 
to provoke the adversary or to create an atmosphere of trust, usually lead the ad- 
vereary to go to excese in his designs and aggression. 


Israel, in ite negotiations with the Egyptian adversary, is pursuing a realistic 
technique, which is nothing but the fact that showing strategic weakness is an in- 
correct strategy because it might lead the adversary into erroneous calculations 
which will result in a clash. In application of this rule, Weizmann, the former 
Ieraeli defense minister, stated thac it is in the power of the Israeli army to 
reach the bank of the canal in less than 12 hours. There is a sayirg that the al- 
ligator is a primitive animal as far as man goes but that if a man makes a mistake 
and ventures into a river where there are alligators, man will be destroyed and 
the alligatore will triumph. Thus the political leaders in Egypt have chosen to 
swim in a river where there are Israeli and American alligators. 


Now, after more than 2 years have passed since the Cam David agreement, we find 
that the Israeli onslaught is still continuing, although by nontraditional means, 
and the fragmentation of the Arab world has become obvious. Psychological var 
has prepared the way for this rew onslaught so that the Egyptian resistance will 
collapse and the government press will pronounce unfortunate slogans such as 
“what strength do we have" “we have made enough sacrifices for the Arabs" "what 
would the Arabs do without Egypt" "the decision on war and peace lies in Cairo" 
"the Arabe are isolated" “Egypt is an island of democracy, peace and wel;'are" 
"che 1973 war was the laet one." The Israeli adversary issues a law considering 























Jeruesion Co be levreel's eternal capital, builde new settlements, and increases 
ite militery budget, Lt expresses @ political etyle caleulated by the mentality 
of indueteiel eoctety, while Egyptian policy te @ reflection of the agricultural 
eoclety whieh celles on emotion, enthuelestic epeeches, generosity and promises, 
Like the populer song whieh says “Give me an inch I will give you two inehes,” 

tt te Choe clear Chet the evidence shows Chat the Camp David agreement te 4 peace 
eugreenent in name but Le in reality en apmletioe between Cwo ware and that lerael's 
goele ave an extension of ite old strategy, 


The government prese and the radio are trying Co epread paychological defeat among 
the masees, bul Chey have loet thele effectiveness and the result hae become the 
opposite, The leadere do not realize that we are in the era of a media revolution 
and thet Egyptten public opinion hae reached « higher level than what ie written 
in Cheee newepapere and te broadcast over the radio. A sincere journalist com: 
mente Chat Chie observation le Crue because Che government newepapere publish what 
will eatlefy the government inetead of writing for the sake of the masses, and the 
preee hae become more interested in adver’ ieemente than in in leading public opin 
ton. The Volee of the Avabe broadcast hae started to create noise without influ 
ence. 


After all chat, while talk Le going on about democracy, the freedom of the press, 
the treedom Co eetablieh parties, and #0 on, we can reach an obvious conclusion, 
which le Chet the evler te giving democracy @ definition which is different from 
the opposition’s notion, He considers thet democracy ie praise of the acts which 
the government hee performed over 10 years in foreign and domestic policy, that 
ail trade untone, boarde and factions quet be concerned with the material affaire 
of thete membere, that if they are permitted to express an opinion on general poli- 
cy it quet be supportive, and that enyone departing from thie practice will find 
either the goose's gold or the aword waiting for hin! 





The opposition considers that the besic buttress of the democratic system for varn- 
ing rulere of error te knowledge of the principles of governance and that the un- 
surmountable obetacle in the way of national action is the lack of popular partici- 
pation and the Lack of the knowledge which arises from preparatory discussions 
which precede the adoption of decisions. The opposition, es we understand it, as- 
eeeeee the authority by wiedom and judges the freedom in the regime, because ex- 
cese in either case leade to destruction. It believes that the collective wisdom 
of « people i# even more exalted than the wiedowm of the wisest legislator. 


leree| appeare at international meetings and describes Egyptian democracy as 
Phareonic democracy. It hae stated on more than one occasion that political re- 
gies in the Middle Eest-- especially Egypt--aere cegimes of personel leadership 
and that the regime collapses when the ruler disappears. Iran is the most recent 
proof of that eesertion. Thue it aseerte to America and the Western countries 
that the only political regime which te based on etrong inetitutions in the Middle 
Reet area exiete in the etete of lerael., 


if the opposition in Egypt concentrates on populer participation, how then will 
we attain @ suitable soiuclon’? How will we assess the authorities by wisdom or 
judge the freedom in the regime’ How will the ruler be committed to sound demo- 
cratic prectice’ How will we convince hie that reasssesements of foreign and 
domestic policy are not « weakness’ The optiaum solution to all this ts to unite 











the fanke of Che opposition ee that tt will perform ite role effectively, The re 
eponeiblilty ef Che opposition coalition will be te be pereueded to abandon the 
world of fantesy for the world of man and to review exieting ineticutions, which 
have created ritte in Egyptian eoctety and have failed #0 far to bring it out of 
ite political and economic Cribulations and the triele of the lack of truest between 
the citi 5 and hie brother citleen, and between the Egyptian and hie brother Arab, 
to bulld new ineticutions etronger than Ladividuele, establishing « generation 
possessing Che power to Lanovete and the boldness to restore Egypt to ite place ta 
the world, 


Finally, - will end my article with the sneble prophetic saying in whieh the prophet 
(on whom be God's peace and blessings) saye "If God wiehes well for « ruler he will 
give him an honest minieter, whe, if he forgete, will remind him and, if he rememb- 
ere, will aeetet hina,” 


116487 
C80; 4802 




















POLITICAL; LNTEANATIONAL AFFALAS 


OPPOSITION PARTY QUESTLONS GOVERNMENT ALD DEMANDS 
Calvo AL°ANMBAR in Arabic 25 Aug, | Sep 80 p } 


/Artlele by Mustefe Kamil Murad) "The Foreigners of America, Burope and Japan, 
end What Bgypt Wante from Thee!"/ 


/Aug 80 pp i, 2/ 


/Texe/ President #i-Sedat's historic peace initiative end the decietone whieh 
preceded it, euch a@ the declaration of the economic liberalisation policy and the 
return of relations with the West to their saturel course, have undoubtedly opened 
broad scope for the Weetern strategy Chrough which many Weetern (otereete will be 
realived in thie sensitive area of the world. 


An example of that wae President el-Sedat's decision to abrogate the contracts of 
the Ruseten experts and ebrogete the Soviet-Egyptian Treaty, which eliminated the 
numerous etrategic, militery and economic privileges the Soviets enjoyed and re- 
stored Egypt's bietoric oeutrality between the bloce of the Bast and the West, 


Another exemple is apparent in the policy of economic liberalization which opened 
the gates for (investment in Egyptian markets to Weetern capital and technology. 


A third exemple hase manifested iteelf in the volume of trade between Egypt end the 
Weet, which hae increased several-folde since 197). 


Leet but not least ere the democracy which te applied in Egypt, the appearance of 
political perties and opposition sewepapers, and their spread throughout the Arab 
worid, in imitetion of Egypt end Egyptian democracy. This hae all restored the 
balence between the two great bloce and hese given the West resuite they had been 
deprived of for over 25 years, as well a6 opening the getes wide to peace in the 
region through the eigning of the Camp David agreement. That is no dowbt « basic 
essential factor in the balance between the Best and Weet, and the Weet hee de- 
rived major benefit from it. 


To thie end, the Liberal Party finde that blunt talk between Egypt and the West, 
eepeciaily in the ephere of economic relations, ise an obligatory essential matter 
which the Liberal Party retees in the liberal manner which the party program 
stresses. 














The economic ala with which Rgypt hee been graced by the Weet Le substantial but 

it does not ge beyond payment facilities from Western laportere, amounting to 

bi billion from America and ebout $500 million from Western Burope and Japan, That 
le, theee counteles are giving ve machinery, equipment, raw materiale and foodetufie 
(on epedit) and we are paying for Chem over long terme at low interest, in addi 
tion America Le exporting Egypt arms worth $3.5 billion to be paid back over 10 
yeare with « grace period of 10 years, However, the truth whieh the Weet and the 
Rayptian goverwment must aleo realise te chat thie Le not enough Co support the 
Rayptian economy, rebuild it and develop it; the matter requires more than “cvedic,” 


in the view of AL AMMAR, the situation requires that Egypt regain some of what it 
spent over 0 years on four ware 40 billion pownde without caleulating the lost 

interest and the difference between the value of the c: crency now and at the time 
it wae epent, 


Raypt needs Co regain Chie amount, of part of it, Thies requires that the Weetern 
governments: America, Western Europe and Japan--carry out basic projects in the 
etructural field, that te, in roads, railroads, porte, airporte, telephones, drain: 
age and ircigaetion, end housing a@ well, to the tune of about $2 billion per year 
over « period of 10 years, Egyptian industry ie alec in need of not lese than $2 
billion in replacement end upgrading per year, #0 Chet it may catch up with modern 
technology end management methods in 4 man er helping to increase production in « 
reel, palpable manner, rcaleing the etanderd of Living and achieving « juet income 
dleteibution which will eafeguerd Egypt from the evile of persone holding extrem: 
let principles. Egypt invested 20 billion pounde in the public sector over 40 
yeers, close to 10 billion of which were to equipment and machinery which wae gen- 
erally amortized over 7 or 6 yeare. That ie, Egypt neede to replace and renovate 
ite factories and productive machinery to the tune of about §2 billion per year. 


To thet we should add the $2 billion which Egypt needs, to support the infrastruc 
ture ($1 billion), along with close to $1 billion for housing to construct close 
to 100,000 cheap and average hoveling apartments per year. 


These are Egypt's annual requirements from America and the Weet: $4 billion « 
yeer for « periéd of 10 years on infrastructure, housing and industrial replace- 
ment projects. The Western governmente will direct their companies to carry out 
these turnkey projecte in toto and the Egyptian goverarent in turn will pay off 
these loans over 40 years with « grace period of 10 years at an interest not to 
exceed | percent. 


Egypt will benefit from the Western wheel of industry and conetruction's progress 
in speed of performance, modern technology and management, end the workers in 
theese projects will be Egyptian leborerse, technicians and managers. 





The Weet will benefit by putting its unused capacity to work in the building and 
construction field and in the eres of industry in « manner which will be the 
equivalent of a cure for the etate of stagnation which industry is suffering from 
in moet Western countries--that te, thie will etimlete Western industry. Thus 
the two parties will benefit and the qutuel interests of Egypt and the Weet will 
be echieved in « manner supporting the economy of both parties. 
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The Weet will etimulete the recession economy which te dletorting some of ite in» 
duetclee, Saypt will benefit from the rapid performance of Weatern machinery and 
ite advancement in induetey and conetruction, lt will then pay in easy inetalmente 
whieh ave compatible with ite economle resources, 


Thie Le AL AMMAR'S opinion on whet we ehould ask for from the foreigners of America, 
Rurope and Japan; thele interests ae well ae oure lle in thie, Nee the Egyptian 
government heard thie opinion, and, if te has, will Le Cry to achieve Lt with the 
fovrelagnere after a1l tCheee privileges! 


/} Sep 80 p 4/ 


/Texg/ In Che previous article, we etreseed the fact that factiities for import: 
ere and aid which Egypt le receiving from the United States of America, the Buro- 
pean Common Market (Chat te, the Weetern Buropean countries) and Japan total in 
their entirety $1.5 billion « year (roughly $1 billion of whieh are from the United 
States of America and $500 million are from the countries of Western Burope and 
Japan), that Egypt veee Cheese sume Co obtain ite foodetulfe requirements, most ia 
portent of which are wheat, flour, cloee, vegetable ofl and fate, ae well as some 
production equipment, that ie, machinery and engines (in addition to some raw 
materiale necessary for loduetry) ead then that Egypt paye for these facilities 
over long periods at low interest, with @ grace period during which it does not 
pay inetelmente, 


In that arcicle we stressed chat Egypt's veal requirements from the Western world 
are more than double thet amount. We epecified « figure for that which was equiva: 
lent to $4 billion « year for 10 years and gave the following dietribution of these 
funde for various Egyptian requiremente: 


1. $2 billten for replecement, renovation and upgrading of exieting piant. 
2. $1 billion for h ousing. 


}. $1 billion for utilities, porte, airports and commenications, what are called 
the infrastructure. 


Because of the Arab boycott following the peace agreement, Egypt hase lost close 

to $750 million, some in easy loans and some in the form of deposite and invest- 
mente by the Arab region and the Middle Bast area in general. From the economic 
standpoint, the Egyptian markets and most markets of the Arab countries have opened 
up to Weatern trade. 


From the economic standpoint es well, normal relations between Egypt and the West 
have had « palpable effect on ofl prices. These price cises have begun to occur 
at reasonabie rates of about 5 percent per year, « rate lees than one-third that 
of inflation in most countries of the Western world. 


it t# suifictlent to eteate that « | percent increase in Arab of] prices means an 


increase of about $1.5 billion in the Weet's payments, which appears as « deficit 
in their account belance. 
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From thie vapid analyele we can conclude Chat when Egypt requests an inerease in 
facititeles, aid and loans from the Weatern world from $1.5 to $4 billion, that 
meane Chet the increase Egypt te requesting will not exceed $2.5 billion, or the 
equivelent of 4 1,5 pereent inerease in the prices of Arab of! exported to the 
United States, Western Europe and Japan. 


The inerease Egypt requests, which te $2.5 billion « year, will net vanieh inte 
thin alee te will be paid to Western countries by their governments, or by their 
guerentee, Co carry out beste projects worth that mech within Egypt whieh will 
help Egypt inerease ite output and inereasse ite exporte and imports to and from 
the Weetern world, It will aleo ralee the standard of living in Egypt to « level 
whieh will make the Egyptian citizen optimistic about « better fucure and « direct 
ly heppler future for Egyptian liberalisation projects. 


in thie eartlele we will make « etatement to the foreigners of the Weat, by whom we 
mean Presidente Carter, D'Betaing, Schmidt and Thatcher and the prime minteter of 
Japan, in order that the volume of Egypt's real requiremente at thie stage for 
moving the wheel of the Egyptian economy forward, with the goal of increasing pro- 
duction in all induetrial, agricultural and service flelde, may be clear. 


There te no doubt that the output of Amer.ca, the countries of Western Europe and 
Japan represents two-thirds of the world's production and that their national in- 
come represents more than 65 percent of the world's product. That ie « massive 
figure which could exceed 7 billion /gig/ dollere « year--thet ie, a seven with 12 
areas to the right of it ($7,000,000,000,000), That meane that the $4 trillion 
/eic/ Egypt Le requesting from the Western world, in the form of loans, aid and 
factiicies, will not exceed one-half of one-thousandth of these countries’ national 
income; thie is « trivial percentage which will net damage them. In addition, the 
International Conference on Trade and Development, in ite firet session in 1964, 
recommended chet the rich countries give the equivalent of 1 percent of their 
national income per year in the form of loans, aid and facilities. 





Were thie resolution carried out, thie aid would come to about §70 billion « year~-~ 
an amount which would be adequate to develop these countries beyond the stage of 
poverty which hee caueed their political and social inetability. 


Egypt in al-Sedet's era has greatly developed, politically, economically and sociel- 
ly. From the political etendpoint, al-Sadat has rectified Egypt's relations with 
the Western world and restored them to their natural course--a« matter from which 
the Weet has no doubt realized great benefite from the etrategic and economic 
standpoints. 


From the political etandpoint as well the president has offered the peace initia- 
tive, vietced Jervealem, and signed the peace agreement with Israel cto attain 
political end social security. 


He ie aleo refuting the malicious gossip which some extremists ere stirring up. I 
will direct one final word to the presidents and foreignere--to Carter, D'Betaing, 
Schmidt and Thatcher. The increase of $2.5 billion in Western aid, loans and 
facilities to Egypt, in eddition to the $1.5 billion being paid annually at the 
present cime, will heave direct repercussions on the whole area, politically, soct- 
silly and in terme of democracy. 
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Raypt te the great democratic base of the Arab world and the Middle Bast. Ie ia 
@ greet safety valve with great iafluence on Arab political regimes inclining thew 
toward democratic systems, like Egypt's, and thie le no doubt « great benefic from 
whieh che Weet will benefic aetractegically, 


For Western companies to be financed by their governments with additional amounte 
totalling $2.5 billion, in addition to the money being paid now, will bring maximum 
benefit to these countries, their balance of paymente and the recession which te 
dweliing in moet of theese countries; that is, it contains mutual benefic for Egypt 
and the foreignere of the Weet, We do not wieh to etate these benefice in figures, 
but will leave it to the Western foreigners and their venerable computers to make 
an accurate calculation of them, which they have undoubtedly already done, These 
are the requirenentes, foreigners. 


L188? 
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POLITICAL; LNTERNATLONAL AFFAIRS 


RXTENT OF AMERICAN ARMS ALD BARED, CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arable 19 Aug 80 p 2 


/article by Chrietopher Wren; “ American Presence in Egypt--and the Story of 
American Aid from the Beginning" 


/Text/ Thie te the etory of American aid to Egypt from the beginning, as related 
by Christopher Wren, the INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE correspondent in Cairo, who 
hae shed light on all detaile of the civilian and military aid which the United 
States has offered and is offering to Egypt, the opinions of members of the American 
Congress and senior membe.e of the American government on the type of projects to 
which the United States ie contributing in Egypt, the reasons for Egypt's inability 
to absorb the massive aid and loans, and finally the warning given by Mr Brown, the 
supervisor of American aid to Egypt. 


Let us go back to the beginning of the story. 


There ie no doubt that the enormous flood of economic and military aid which the 
United Staces etarted to provide Egypt in 1975 supported the new alliance between 
the two countries. The United States allocated a sum in excess of $5.3 billion in 
civilian aid to be presented to Egypt to support ite collapsing economy; that is 
considered one of the biggest aid programs the United States has offered since the 
Marehe!l Plan, with which it helped Western Europe overcome the effects of Worid 
War Two. The military aid, which was aimed et compensating Egypt for Soviet arm, 
wes spelled out in a special program which we will discuss in detail. 


It te strange that the problem now facing Egypt, according to Christopher Wren, is 
not in the shortage of the money it needs but rather in the large volume of money 
and Egypt's inability to absorb the aid the United States provides it, which comes 
to $100 million a month. The correspondent says that Egypt can spend only half 
thie eum, although the United Stetes has claimed this it is not prepared to reduce 
the value of the for fear that President al-Sedat will interpret that as a sign of 
deteriorating confidence from the United States. 


Egyptian Military Pigures Stress That American Arms Are Inadequate 
American military aid ie massive and ie matched only by the aid given to Isreel. 


Over « 3-year period, Egypt has received credite in the form of loans worth $1.5 
billion to buy American arms. In fact, the White House has asked the American 
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Congress to agree Co an additional auchorisation of $550 million for the coming 
(leacal year, 


lc te clear that the United States te obligated to continue at thie level in order 
to fulfil the commitment it made to Egypt to provide other types of weapons such 
ae F- alveeraft, although Egyptian military officials assert chat American aid te 
not adequate for resupplying the Egyptian armed forces with the new weapons they 
require in the place of the Soviet equipment they are useing now, They assert that 
the Exyptian president needs various American armaments worth §5 billion, However, 
a Weetern expert has pointed out that the Egyptian army needs equipment and weapone 
ranging frow $10 co $15 billion in value eo that the balance of power between the 
Kayptian and Leraeli army may be maintained, 


Rgypt turned to the United States to obtain military aid after such Arab estates ae 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which had financed Egypt's previous purchases of Weet- 
ern arm including French Mirage aircraft and maseive American C-130 Cranaport 
planes, had withdrawn the support which they had been offering Egypt after it 
signed the peace treaty with Lerael, They aleo dissolved the Arab Industriaiiza- 
tion Authority which was established with capital of $1 billion to establish « 
joint arma industry in Egypt. 


America te Giving Egypt Second Hand Planes 


According to the current development loans which the United States ie giving Egypt, 
totalling $1.5 billion in value, the United States has sent Egypt 35 used F-4 air- 
craft worth about $600 million and it has aleo received 50 M113-A2 armored person- 
nel carriers coating $169 million, although Egypt originally asked the United 
States for 800 carriers of thie type. Egypt te alew obtaining 11 modified Hawk 
missile batteries worth $560 million, 10 naval vessels for patrol activities and 
some epare parte and other equipment. In addition the United States has not yet 
allocated the necessary funds co provide the additional arms Egypt is requesting. 


Communications Equipment 


The additional requests Egypt hae made, totalling $550 million, will be directed 
toward enabling Egypt to manufacture some military equipwent with the aid of the 
United States, especially in the realm of commnications equipment. 


[It i# well known chat the commander of the Egyptian air defense forces recently 
stated tnoat Egyptian plante are producing the necessary spare partes for son 
Soviet-made weapons, and {t is also well known that the United States tried in the 
past 2 years to make « comprehensive overhaul of the bulk of Egypt's Soviet-made 
Mig-21. fighter planes, which number 200, but found the operation extremely 
expensive. 


Eaypt Aske for 300 Planes and America Supplies It 75 


Thie te in addition to e feeling of annoyance among Egyptian military figures over 
the concentrated public.ty surrounding Egypt's purchase of American arms, especial- 
ly eluce ney recall that the negotiations concerning the purchase of Soviet weap- 
one occurred in silence. The Americans increased this feeling of indigration by 
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reducing many of the basic Egyptian requests, for example the purchase of "300 
aiverafe’; the United States atill hae provided only 75 aircraft, and Egypt has 
asked for 50 Hawk batcerles but hae received only 12, [t te well known that Egype 
le receiving American arma on Che game terme ae the credit loans Lerael receives, 
There te « lO-year grace period after which payment will be made over a period of 
20 yeare at the interest rate in effect at that time, although ic te rarely pointed 
out that the United States has neglected to collect half the military loans Llerael 
hae obtained, 


In another area, Western sources--among Chem che countries of Weatern Europe, 

Japan and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development~-are contribut- 
ing civilian aid to Egypt which matches what che United States ie providing, and 
Exypt te aleo obtaining arm from other countries, including China, However, the 
important point te that at a time when American officials acknowledge that the 
level of aid given to Rgypt hae not created conflicts, they assert that it will 

not be possible for it to continue forever, 


Me. Brown summarized thie view by saying "With respect to Egypt, it le necessary 
thac it know that the ald will not continue forever but is being offered for a 
limited period. Therefore it te necessary for the Egyptians to make good use of 
what te given them." 


11887 
C80: 4802 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


TRUE NATURE OF AMERICAN ALD LAID BARE 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 23 Sep 80 p 2 





/Acticle by ‘Abd-al-Qadir Shuhayb:; "In the Past 4 Years America Has Given Egypt 
$30 Million for Development and $1.36 Billion for Consumption!" 


/Text/ If we believe what che Egyptian papers and magazines are writing almost 
every day about American aid to Egypt, the conclusion will be most strange-- 
America ta bankrupt and the Egyptian economy is prospering. 


However, neither the one nor the other ie true. America haa not yet gone bankrupt; 
if it does in the future that will certainly be attributable to reasons other than 


the aid which America is providing Egypt. Correspondingly, the Egyptian economy 
hae not yet prospered but is still suffering from probleme and crises. 


Therefore: The reality of American aid to Egypt is totally different from what 
the media and daily presse are publicizing. 


This becomes plain from a reading of the official papers on American aid. 
The Prelude to American Aid 

As these papers say: 

The story of the new American aid to Egypt began in 1974; that year witnessed the 
resumption of diplomatic relations between Cairo and Washington, after a rupture 


which had lasted a Long period. 


The firet American government decision on an aid program, which Nixon promised, 





was to provide about $370 million in loans and financial aid to be used to finance 


the operations of cleaning out the Suez Canal and basically to rebuilt the three 
towne on the canal. 


In 1976, the American government declared that it had decided to offer financial 
aid and loans totalling almost $1 billion ($984.6 million). According to data of 
the American Development Authority in Cairo, these loans and aid were to be dis- 
tributed to these areas: 


Food aid to finance wheat and grain imports from America, according to the agri- 
cultural products surplus act, commodity loans allocated to finance Egypt's 
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imports of American commodities, and, lastly, loans to finance certain epecific 
projecte in Egypc, 


Thue 1976 witnessed « leap in economic relations between Egypt and che United 
Staces, or in American aid and loans earmarked for Egypt. 


Since ya loans and aid offered to Egypt have etabilized at roughly 
L billion /per year/. 


Over the last 5 years, the total aid money which che American government hase de- 
clared it intends to give Egypt came to about §4,301,000,000, of which more than 
half (57 percent) was allocted to financing Egypt's imports from America, under the 
agricultural products surplus act heading by virtue of which Egypt imports American 
flour, wheat and grain, or the commodity program heading by virtue of which Egypt 
imports food and non-food commodities, 


Meanwhile, lees than one quarter (23.9 percent) of these loans was allocated to 
financing long-term investment projects and private sactor projects. Thie share 
wae equal to about $1,029,000,000, The rest of the loans and aid was allocated to 
whac are called grantee; these ave generally restricted either to study grants or 
to financing for technical and economic feasibility studies of projects, which are 
always performed by American experts. 


Actual Aid 
However: 


None of the above figures go beyond the realm of estimates: they are estimates, 
not real figures! 


These figures represent what the American government decided to give Egypt in the 
past 5 yeare (1975-79). However,they do not tell us how much of these loans Egypt 
has actually spent: rather, other figures do that. 

The latest detailed American Development Authority in Cairo data say: 

In the firet 4 years of the American aid program to Egypt (1975-1978), the American 
government committed iteelf to offering Egypt various loans estimated at about 

$3, 209,000,000 in value. During these years Egypt actually spent less than half 
(47 percent) of thie sum. 


Thue the actual rate of the flow of American loans and aid to Egypt dropped by 
more than half their estimated rate, totalling $378 million /sic/ in these 4 years. 


Preliminary data show that no change worth mentioning has occurred in the rate at 
which Egypt diebureed American loans in the fifth year (1979)! 


Meanings and Facts 


The bulk of the American loans which Egypt disbursed in the firet 4 years of the 
American aid program (1975-78) were basically oriented toward financing Egyptian 
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imports; thac Le given che name of commodity program loans, 


The most importanc and biggest of the American loans contracted for in the context 
of the commodity program was the loan bearing on che importation of 1,600 Large 
buees from the United States. Thie te che notorious bus transaction on which the 
Kgyptian importing company filed a leaweult againet che American company Ward, which 
exported the buses, and ite commercial agent the American Development Auchority, 
demanding $2.3 million in compensation because the buses did not conform to the 
specificacione on which the contract had been nade, 


Self Help 


Thies type of loan--financing imports through the lending country, which is called 

a commodity program loan--ise not considered by economists to be a type of aid or 
aseletance as presented by a large capitaliet country to a emall developing country; 
rather, totally to the contrary, they consider it a type of self-help or intrinsic 
aid! Thie te because the goa) of the capitalist countries, foremost among them 
America, in giving this type of loan or aid, ie to acquire new markete and guaran- 
Lee these markets for their exporte in order to continuously dispose of surplus 
agricultural and industrial production in a way which will ensure that they reach 

a state of economic atability which will help them transcend the continuous crises 
of the capitaliet eysetem which are now combining both stagnation and ini lation. 


The resulte of thie type of American loan to Egypt have not been very different 
from the economic estimates above: through them, the United States has managed 
to take over and absorb «a Large area of the Egyptian market, and has now become 
Egypt's major, prime importer! 


The figures of the Central Agency of Public Mobilization /and Statistics say; / 


Egypt's imports from America increased 19 times over between 1968 and 1975. By the 
end of the latter year, America had become the biggest exporter to Egypt. 


Theee figures go on to state: 


During the yeare 1975-79, the value of Egypt's imports from America doubled and 
Egypt began to obtain nearly 18 percent of its imports from America alone, while 
America's share of Egyptian exports in 1979 did not exceed 3 percent of the total 
value of Egypt's exports. 


The Importance and Volume of Loan Disbursement 


The commodity program loans and aid are followed, in order of importance and volume 
of disbursement, by loans offered by America in accordance with the provisions of 
the American Law No 480 for the Year 1954, known as the surplus agricultural pro- 
ducts act. 


In accordance with thie law, Egypt actually obtained $669 million in the form of 
long-term loane to finance the wheat and flour imports the country requires from 
the United States in the first 4 years of the American aid program (1975-78). 




















Thie type of loan, which American furnishes under the ticle "food in the service 
of peace,” te not different in nature from the loans it iteelf provides to finance 
developing country importe from Arerica, Ic may differ only in conditions, such 
ae interest, grace periods, and means of payment, which are generally easier than 
thowe of the above kind, However, ic ulcimately is eimiler to commodity Loans in 
terme of ite goal and ite nature, enabling America to dispose of ite surplus agri- 
cultural products and preserve ite domestic economic balance. 


In fact, thie type of American aid and loans is specifically used as an effective 
weapon to put political pressure on developing countries. Thies aid ie given to 
countries whose policies please America, while it is withheld from countries which 
pureue policies which do not please che American government~-which ise what America 
did with ua in the eixcties,. 


Another danger to this kind of American loan which economists warn ebout is that 
of weakening the agricultural sector in countries which rely on American food aid 
ae a result of lack of attention to the sector, Bit by bit, these countries be- 
come accustomed to American aid and neglect the development of their agricultural 
sector, which becomes weak and grows backward, and their dependence on America in- 
creases, which entaile the danger of subordination to America. 


In juec a few years Egypt has become faced with thie danger. It has come to rely 
on America to obtain one third of ite grain requirements, and che Americans them- 
selves expect that if matters proceed in their most serious form this rate will in- 
crease and exceed two thirds in the course of a few years. 


Who [e Helping Whon? 


Of both the above typ.s of American loans and aid, the commodity and surplus agri- 
cultural product program, Egypt has disbursed $1,362,000,000 in the past 4 years 
(1975-80)--that is, the equivalent of more than 90 percent of the total American 
loans and aid Egypt has actually obtained during these years. They are all con- 
sumption loans whose damages outweigh their benefits! 


Following the commodity loans and the food loans, after a big gap comes what is al- 
lotted to grants and aid, that is, funds which are not repaid. In the first four 
years of the American aid program (1975-1978), Egypt obtained $119 million as 
grants and eid which took the form of fellowships or scholarships for study or for 
training leaders in the administrative syetem, or grants to finance technica! 
studies and economic feasibility studies of certain projects. 


This was allotted at an annual rate of $30 million. 


A not ineubstantial portion of this aid is spent directly on American entities 
such as consulting firme which make the technical and economic studies on the ; ro- 
jects to which the American government stipulates recourse is to be made. Thus we 
do not benefit greatly from these grants. 


In fact, because of thie aid, Egypt may have sustained some losses when it was 
obligated to provide the local financing for money spent on the fees of the 
American consulting firme. 

















Another portion ef thie ald Le epent on Craining management and government agency 
leaders in a number of various flelde by dictating that theee leaders’ recruitment 
inte the ranke of the copiteliet orlentation in Egypt te secured! 





Thue Chie Cype of American aid Le to be considered « profitable investment, and not 
juet money which te epent without « return, 


The Bottom of the Liet: Development Loane 


At the bottom of the liet of American loans provided to Egypt lie the loane allo- 
cated to financing long-term yrojecte, 


The American Development Authority in Cairo figures show: 


The American government allocated loans worth $7845 million to finance long-term 
development projects in Egypt in the 4 years 1975-78, However, Egypt actually die- 
bureed just $90 million of these loans during Cheee years, at an annual rate of 
$7.5 million, That ts, the cate of Egypt's disbursement of thie type of loan cam 
to juet 4 percent, 


The above figures clearly reveal the truth of American aid to Egypt. 


The value of American loane to finance development projects total no more than 2.2 
percent of the totel American loans Egypt has obtained to finance taports from 
America. 


That meane that the American government ie concerned with increasing ite exporte 
to Egypt and te not interested in helping Egypt to carry out development in ite 
country. 


In epite of all that: 


The American government ieposes conditions on the loans and aid which it gives us 
which are characterized by « bigh degree of severity. 


American Loan Conditions 


The liet of theese conditions te long end contains numerous direct and indirect 
terme, the most teportent of which ere: 


Ieposing @ high interest rate on loans, a8 announced by Dr ‘Abd~-al-Mun'in al- 
Qeyeunt in che People's Assembly in 1977 when he eald, in response to a question 
from « @ember, “The member hese etated that America gives loans at not more than 

| percent interest but I bellewe that servicing these debte in fact costs not less 
than 5 percent” (Minutes of People's Assembly Session 51, 28 May 1977). 


‘eatrt tlee Amertcan loans to the financing of American taporte only. The prices 
' moet American goods, a8 reporte by international bodies point out, are from 20 
(o 5O percent ebowe vorid price Levels. 


Thie eutemeticelly leade to « greater iocrease in the burdens of the service on 
American loane to us, especially since most of them (90 percent) are allocated to 
financing commodity taporte from Americe. 
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Accepting American Development Authority control over the process of laporting the 
goods financed by American loane, That determines the companies through which 
they are ieported, the price, and the mode of taportation, and the Egyptian party 
hae no clght Co interfere in anything, except to determine the type of commodity 
it needs, 


Commitment to having at least half the goode taported from America whose laporta- 
tion Le financed by American loans ehipped on American vessels, The shipping rates 
for theee vessels, a6 Ronald Brown, head of the American Development Authority ta 
Cairo, admite, are higher than corresponding rates in the world. Thie accounts for 
⸗ further inerease in the burdens of American loans, 


Commitment Co accept Che agreement of the American government in advance on the 
meane by which it te to be administered. Thies condition te to be considered « sort 
of interference in domestic affaire. 


The etipulation that American consulting firme take charge of financing the studies 
bearing on the projects in whose financing Che american government has agreed to 
take part. The coste of studies by American consulting firme are always greater 
than those of coneulting firme in Western Burope. 


Cone lueton: 
in epite of all these conditions, the national media etill speak with pride of 


American aid, and Egyptian officiale are etill aspiring to receive more of it, now 
that all we ere left with from all thie aid are debte--many debts! 
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POLITICAL; LNTRANATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ENORMOUS INTEREST PAYMENTS ON WORLD BANK ALD FLAYED 
Cairo AL-SHA'R in Arabic 26 Aug 80 pp 6, 9 


/Acticle by ‘Abd-al-Qaedir Shuhayb: “World Bank Loans: In 10 Monthe We Drew $41 
Million from the Bank and Paid Ie $36 Million in Interest!” 


(deny! tn the course of « few years, the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and lopment hae become one of Egypt's main lenders and basic creditors! The 
loane it hae given Egypt in the past 10 years represented about 10 percent of 
Raypt's totel debte in those years, « matter which hase become the source of pride 
and self-congr’tulation among the Egyptian officiale who have succeeded one anoth- 
er in recent yeare in managing the tiller of the Egyptian economy! 





in the increasing World Bank loane to Egypt, and in our increased debte to the 
Bank, they see proof of the World Bank management's confidence in our domestic 
economy. It te @ valuable confidence and previous Egyptian governments have been 
explicit about acquiring it, because it is considered one of the most important 
condiciones for obtaining new loans from America and Western banks and countries. 


However--behind thie great pride are concealed the various forme of damage to our 
national economy and the various dangers to our economic independence brought on 
by the World Bank loane that ere being given we, now that the bank's activity hes 
resumed in Egypt after more than 10 years. 


In order for we to plece our hands on these dangers, it is necessary for we to be- 
gin the story eat ite beginning. 


Evolution of the Bank Loans 


Here Che beginning occurred in 1970, the year which witnessed an attempt to put 
an end to the tension which had marred Egypt's relations with the World Bank--« 
tension which arose ae « result of the bank's withdrawal of ite agreement to take 
part in the financing of the High Dam project. 


La Appell 1970, Che negotiations Egyptian officials held with the World Bank bore 
teult with Che signing of « $26-miilion loan to finance the Delta tile drainage 
project. 


However, relations between the World Bank and the Egyptian government only lost 
ail the Ceneion which hed marred them and began to aseume an organized form as of 
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L972, when World Benk loan agreements with Egypt eterted to follow one another in 
succession, in addition, « larger agreement wae elgned Chat year for @ Cote! sum 
of $30 elillen te develop the railways, 


In 1973, relations between the bank and Egypt became more firmly ieplanted. Thue 
the curve of World Bank loans to the country made « great upward leap. That year 
the bank concluded four loan agreements at once with Egypt; the value of these 
loane came to 674.5 million, Chat te, auch more than double the preceding year, 


Then the curve of World Bank loans to Egypt made another, higher new leap in 1974, 
Four loan agreements were concluded between the two parties and these loans rose 
to $120 million in valve, 


Relations between the bank and the Egyptian government continued Co become cemented 
in 1975, and the bank's loans continued to ine }; thet year witnessed the con- 
clueton of four agreements worth $632 million /sic 


In 1976, the curve of World Bank loans continued to surge upward, making « further 
leap agein to the cune of $65 million; five loan agreemeate were signed worth 
$197 million, 


However, 1977 wae the year which experienced « massive leap in Egypt's relations 
with the World Bank. That year 10 loan agreements were made worth $369.5 million. 


At the same level a6 that upsurge, the bank loane offered to Egypt faced « big 
drop in 1978. Only five loan agreements were concluded between the bank and the 
Ruyptien government and the velue of the loans dropped to just $16! million. 


However, the curve of the bank's loans to Egypt once again resumed rising in 1979; 
the value of the loan agreements concluded by the two parties came to about §297.5 
million. 





it te expected that the World Bank's loans to Egypt in 1980 will increase to $400 
million. 


The value of all the loane the World Bank agreed to offer Egypt in the decade of 
the seventies totale $1.4 billion, or 10 percent of Egypt's loans during that 
period. 


The Bank's Concerne 


The bulk of the above loans have been directed toward financing infrastructure and 
public utilities projects for Egypt. These projects have absorbed the primary at- 
tention of the World Bank in Egypt. 


In the 10 yeare 1970-79, the bank concluded with Egypt loan agreements with « 
totel value of $560 willion, or roughly the equivalent of « fifth /sic/ or 39.1 
percent, of the cotel value of 411 loans to Egypt. 


The secondary concern of World Bank activity in Egypt was to finance agricultural 
and irrigation projects. The velue of World Bank loans oriented toward agriculture 
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and teeteetion works ta the 10 yeara totalled $298,5 million, te finance Ll pro- 
jects, thle Cligure represente one fifth (20.8 pereent) of the total value of World 
hank loane to Baypt, 


The loane the World Bank directed to financing ladustriel projects or industrial 
project imports came at the bottom of the liet of World Bank concerns; the value 
of these loans came to $229 million, or the equivalent of 16 percent of the total 
loane of the bank, 


The ratio of approximately two-thirds, of 62 percent, of loane for laduetry were 
divected Co private sector projects, 


Dehind the breakdown of the World Bank's concerns, a8 stated above, lay « dual 
purpose, which the bank's experte clearly announced: 


From the etandpoint of preparing and readying the dowestic economy to receive for 
elan capitel, the firet concern wae for infrastructure projects which are consid: 
ered essential if foreign tovestment ie to flourteh in the country. 





From another etandpoint, egriculture in Egypt wae again considered the companion 
of tourtem end ofl a6 the main income source in Egypt, with no place for industry. 


leproper Diebureement 
Nowever: 


None of the above loans which the World Bank has agreed to lend to Egypt heave been 
disbursed yet; in the past 10 years, the rate of Egypt's diebursement of World 
Rank loane hae not exceeded 16 percent of the totel of these loans. 


Thie te co be considered « low rate by every criterion, as the bank's experts them- 
selves state in their periodic reports on the Egyptian economy. 


Becavee of thie low rate of disbursement of World Bank loans to Egypt, these loans 
have come to be lieted under the rubric of bad or hermful loans--that ie, loans 
which Dring more damage then benefit to the domestic economy. 


Examples of thie are numerous and diverse: 


Ar eho Seetontng of June 1976, « loan agreement was concluded with the bank with 
the obiective of financing projects to construct tile drains covering an eres of 
half @ million feddane in the Delta and Upper Egypt and construct water distribu- 
tion etatione to reclai@ 12,000 feddens. The walue of the two loans came to $50 
million; ae of the end of the month of October 1979, the Egyptien government hed 
drewn out only $4.5 million of thie emount~-thet is, the equivalent of 9 percent 
of the value of the loan. Since the date these two loans went into effect, Egypt 
hae patd interest of about $11.8 million on them, that ie, more than double the 
value of what we have disbursed from the two loans! 


In the @on ih of June 19/76, an agreement was concluded with the bank to finance 
agriculs ore, fruit and vegetable development through the construction of the main 








al-Numertyeh drainage canal and « complete agricultural production farm, The 
velue of che loan wae $50 wiliton, Up to the end of October 1979 only $3.5 million 
of thie loan had been disbureed~-chat te, juet 7? pereent of ite value! 


between the date that loan went into effect, in December 1976, and the end of 
October 1979, the value of the interest Egypt paid on these loane came to about 
$12 million, or three times what we withdrew from the bank, 


In September 1976 an agreement wae signed for « $52-million loan for both the al- 
Bayde' Dyeworke and the Egyptian Textile Compantes in Kafr al-Dawwar to develop 
thete production, between the date that loan went tato effect in the middle of 
February 1977 and the end of October 1979, only $1.1 million of thie loan was die- 
bureed, or the equivalent of 2 percent of ite value, Because of the delay in im 
plementation of thie project, the co#ete will eiee about $21 million, which repre- 
sente « further lose for us, 


In fact, the firet loan for which an agreement was signed with the World Bank fol- 
lowing Che resumption of Egyptian relations with the bank in April 1970, wae not 
disbursed in full ae of the end of October 1979. After more than 9 years had 
elepeed, $2.2 million of the value of the loan still had not been disbursed! 


The poor diebureement of World Bank loans is costing our country « great deal. 
Thie te just one exemple: 


In the firet 9 monthe of the past year, 1979, total Egyptian World Bank loan with- 
drawale came to $81 million, while the value of the interest we paid to the bank 
in the same period came to about $36.5 million. 


Ae @ result of thie, the burden of the World Bank's loans upon us ie escalating, 
reaching « rate of 40 percent! It ie expected that thie rate will increase in the 
future, es ie indicated by the loan the bank recently provided to the National 
Textile Company. Interest on the loan came to $52 million, while the loan iteelf 
did not exceed $70 million! 


Here te where the damage to we lies in the World Bank loans. 
Bank Conditions 


The mietekes in theee loans are concealed in the conditions the World Bank offers 
ue. These conditions amount to «a kind of interference in the domestic affaires of 


the Egyptian economy. 


Since the firet loan the World Bank furnished us following the restoration of re- 
latione with it, the bank has been trying to impose ite etringent conditions 


upon ue. 


The firet loan the World Bank gave us was the loan bearing on tile drainage pro- 
jecte, in April 1970. 


Among the conditions in this loan was one iaposed upon the Ministry of Finance of 
collecting the coete of the tile drain projects from peasants and farmers. Thus 
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the bank te taking ite intervention into our domestic affaire into the long range, 
giving (ceelf che right to tnterfere in the activities of « ministry of the Egyp~ 
Lien government and Che relationship between Che Egyptian government and the people 
it represencte! 


The World Bank loane Co Egypt then followed one another in succession, They all 
contained etringent term. 


For tnetance: 


The Egyptian government concluded « loan agreement for §)/ million with the bank 

to develop the rallwaye, The agreement included « condition that the soundness of 
tie loan be declared, which obligated the Egyptian Railway Authority firet to col- 
lect all the debte other Egyptian authorities and ministries owed it, and the 
Egyotian government wae not allowed to draw upon thie loan until the Railway Author- 
ity had eubsitced to thie etrange condition! 


In addition: 


The World Bank signed three agreements with che Egyptian government to lend the 
Rayptian industrial Development Bank $80 million which would be allotted as aid to 
the domestic private sector. In the three agreements the World Bank did not con- 
tence iteelf with holding the Egyptian government to conditions governing the manner 
in which tt paid the loan off. It aleo imposed conditions upon it by which private 
sector agente would pay off their loans from the Egyptian Industrial Development 
Bank, beginning with the interest cate and ending with the amount of the inetel- 
mente and the grace period! 


“ore than chat, the World Bank hee iaposed « condition on Egypt which stipulates 
the formation ef « coordinating committee made up of the Mintetry of Industry, the 
Indvetrial Development Bank, che Industrial and Engineering Design Development 
Ceoter and the Department of Productive Capability to be in contect with the bank 
in order to supervise the dietribution of ite loans to industrialiete! 


The moet recent loan to be contracted for with the World Bank, to finance renove- 
tion projects in che National Textile Company, contains conditions which are both 
volder and stranger! The moet ieportent and serious of these conditions is one 
which obligates thie company, which belonge to the public sector, to be turned in- 
to @ liberalization company with the participation of foreign capital! 


Through Cheee conditions with which World Bank loans are accompanied, the bank's 
hande are freed boldly to intervene in our domestic affairs! 


There te ne cell whatever to bosst or be prow’ of their final conclusion which the 
World Bank loans have brought ue to, a8 the people in charge of administering our 
eationel economy are doing sow. Inetead, they call only for « review of the subject 
of our relations with the World Bank and impose an ieportent duty upon us, that of 
‘ot ecceprioe eny loan whose terme clesh with the interests of our country. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATLONAL AFFAIRS 





DANGERS OF FOREIGN INDEBTEDNESS REVLEWED 
Cairo AL-AMRAR in Arabic 20 Oct 80 p 6 


/article by Fayiz_Zeyid: “Deputies Warn of the Dangers of Foreign Debte to the 
Egyptian Rconomy"/ 


/Texg/ Opposition and majority party deputies have warned against the government's 
continued policy of raieing the specter of the vortex of foreign loans, which te 
adding to the eccumulated burdens of foreign debte threatening the Egyptian economy. 


AL-AHRAR has held a diecuesion with party deputies in order to listen to their 
views and recommendations and to propound solutions which will bring the Egyptian 
economy out of the crisis. 


Tawfiq Zaghlul, People's Assembly member (National Party), says, "A glance at the 
figures will reveal that consumption rates are greater than had been forecast, 
while investment rates are below those which hed been recommended. Consumer spend- 
ing te lost spending which gives no yield, while investment spending ie productive 
spending which will realize an income. Thies fact has been stressed by the figures 
of the monetery budget, as « result of a followup of expenditures of foreign money, 
it shows thet consumer goode imports clearly have increased, exceeding the rates 
contained in the budget by large percentages--in fact very large percentages. Con- 
sumer goode whose imports have increased are absolutely not contributing to devel- 
opment--indeed, they have caused « slowiown in rates of development!" 





No to the Policy of Palliatives 


I asked Deputy Tawfiq Igghiul, “Some people imagine that the crisis in che Egyptian 
economy has been resolved, especially now that thie year's foreign currercy needs 
have been met es « result of the loans which have been obtained. Is there no long- 
er « probles’” 


He anewered by saying, “This notion which some people have is wrong. Loans will 
not solve the problem--they will help eviwe it. What about coming years’? Can we 
guerentee that che loans available to us thie year will continue to be available 
to us’ People who imagine that we have transcended our economic problems with 
these ‘palliative’ loans are wsisteken.” 


| asked him, “Has the specter of short-term loans vanished from our economic life?" 
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ie cepiied, "The epecter ecill exiece! 


‘The ceason Le Che tnereasing orlentation Coward consumption, Consumer goods are 
ponerally tinanced by euch loans, while investment goode--the intermediate goods 
whieh help inerease production and consequently income--are financed through medium 
or long-term loans, ‘Ie te no secret’ that we are giving consumption an attention 
which on some occastone might exceed our attention to investment and production! 





, d@ pot know Lo whose interest thie ia, although thie ‘orientation’ te undesirable 
in Chie stage we are facing!” 


No Solutions without Production 


The National Party deputy demanded, "The National Party government at thie stage 
should give prime attention to ‘investment and production,’ in fact the bulk of 
the attention, in thie manner, our foreign currency revenues will increase and 

we will be able Co meet our needs, whereas if we neglect tnvestment and disburse 
the resources now available to us on consumption, we will find ourselves compelled 
once more Co resort to short-term loans. Thue we will be returning to the vortex 
of these loans, which we are earnestly etriving to get rid of for good in order to 
save our economy.” 


The Phenomenon of Project Delays 


De [brahim ‘Awarah, member of the People's Assembly (independent), interrupted the 
National Party deputy by saying “What te the use in what you are saying, while we 
are complaining about your party's government's slow disbursement of the loans al- 
lotted to investment’ This slowness is causing a delay in the implementation of 
projects and is consequently depriving the country of revenues from them. We do 
not deny that sometimes the available loans are disbursed in the best manner, as 
happened with the projects to widen the Suez Canal.” 


In De [brahim ‘Awarah's opinion "There ie more than one reason for the phenomenon 
of the delayed disbursement of che loans available for new investments. Among 
them are reasons of red tape, which may seem trivial and odd, although that delays 
the implementation of projects for many long months, perhaps even 4@ year or two. 
These reasons of red tape are represented by the measures which bear on imp lementa- 
tion of the loan agreements. The measures require that the agreement be translated 
and presented to the minieterial committee, after which it ie presented to the 
Council of Minieters, then che People's Assembly. In the assembly it is handed ov- 
ec to the Parliamentary Economic Committee, and after it ie discussed in the com- 
mittee and approved, it ie presented to the People's Assembly, and after approval 
oy the People's Aesembly the law regarding it is tesued. The law becomes effec- 
tive only after it is published in AL-JARLDAH AL-RASMIYAH. These bureaucratic 
procedures (ake many months. One cannot disburse loans or invest them until one 
sas gone Clcough Chese procedures.” 


jeere 1.6 *oe Serttous Controntetion’ 


Eng iOra@sim Soukti, chairman of the Socielist Workers’ Party, says “There is no 
diepute over the fact that this economic situation requires serious confrontation 
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on everyone's part, since the existence of thie balance of payments deficit ex- 
presses the dlaruptione which exiet in Egypt's economic relations with the outer 
world, and te not a deficit which has eprung up a6 a result of the boycott of 

Egypt following Che elgning of the peace treaty between Egypt and Lerael, [et te 
true that Chie boycott hase had ice effect, through the stoppage of grants and loans 
we had been receiving from the Arab countries and through the drop which has oc- 
curced in imports, courlem and tranefere by Egyptians working abroad--not to men- 
tion che withdrawal of about $1 billion in Arab deposite. However, if we put the 
effects of thie boycott to one side, we will find that the deficit atill exiete, 
Indeed, ite volume le increasing, proving that suitable measures have not been 
taken Co guarantee that the causes of thie deficit are remedied! In addition, 
there le an annual internal deficit in the general budget of the estate, which the 
government te intending to cover by leeuing additional amounte of Egyptian currency. 
The diebursement of available loans does not compensate for thie by a correspond- 
ing increase in production, and thie creates inflation, which is represented by « 
rise in prices and high co#ete of Living." 


| asked him “How can we counteract our economic vexations in order to set out red- 
ical solutions to then?" 


Eng [brahim Shukri replied, "Radical counteraction in order to emerge from this 
economic crieie will require formation of a working group includ ig economists in 
the form of university professors, political parties and people employed in prac- 
tical life in various economic activities in the public and private sectors whose 
expertise, competence and boldness in expressing opiniones have been observed, as 
well as government officials in economic agencies and departments. This team will 
take charge of reviewing all aspects of the Egyptian economy within a specific per- 
tod of time in order to propound the radical solutions which will restore blood to 
the arteries of the Egyptian economy.” 








A Review le Needed 


Eng Hasan Durrah, vice chairman of the Workers’ Party and People's Assembly member, 
calle for "A corrective revolution in the course of our economy without modifying 
the functioning of the line of action and production, « review of management and 
activity syeteme in our economic institutions, then a conversion of the illegitimate 
ambitions and consumer desires of our life etyles into realistic legitimate ambi- 
tions and productive aspirations!" 


The Workers’ Party representative considers: "A person following the evolution of 

the Egyptian economy over the past 20 years will get insomnia from the disrupted 
budget and deteriorated condition which the situation has reached, which have led 

to compulsory recourse to foreign loans, with their exorbitant interest and an ac- 
companying pileup and proliferation in Egypt s debts to the outer world in a manner 
which had not happened before. Productive use bas not even been made of these loans!" 


The representative Hasan Durrah warned, “One of the risks of the loans to Egypt is 
that our foreign debts have now reached more than $16 billion. That is, we have 
become indebted to the outer worid, to foreign countries and banks alike, to rhe 
tune of 1.6 times our national annua: income. We have started spending more than 
$1 billion annually to pay the instelmente on the loane which are accum lating 








ageinet ue, and the interest on these loans, Thies te costing ue more than half 
the value of our exporte now, or ‘roughly’ the entire value of our cotton and oil 
exporte together! Our foreign debts have become « ‘critical’ problem which our 
domestic economy ie suffering from and will be suffering from more in coming years, 
because we have not yet stopped obtaining loans from abroad--in fact are seeking 
to increase the cate of foreign loans!" 


Ne pointed ouc "The method the government is pursuing ‘at present’ does not bode 
weil for relorming our economic course, if it continues thie pattern; te Cantamouac 
to « lack of seriousness in work, procrastination, a lack of commitment to stipu- 
laced plane, and a failure to follow up on the iaplementation of statements and 
daclarationse tesued by officials and on plans bearing on development and production, 
which make the development projects fail to meet the country's neede and make what 
we eay differ from and contradict what we are doing and carrying out!" 
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POLITICAL; UNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LLPLOUST THEORETICLAN WARNS OF ECONOMIC ALLIANCE WITH ISRAEL 
Cairo AL-TAQADDUM in Arabic 31 Jul 80 pp 9, 10 


/Article by Lutfi al-Khuli: “Arab Common Market or Middle East Market with 
Lerael?~-Two"'/ 


/Text/ Ie te true that the Camp David policy, the peace treaty between Egypt and 
Ilereael, and the normalization of mituel relations which it has produced were the 
main direc: motive which prompted the Arab countries, through their league, to move 
with noteworthy seriousness at the current time to establish an Arab common market, 
set out « national development plan, aud, for the firet time, allocate a summit 
conference to thie purpose, which it has been specified will be convened in the 
month of November. 


However, it is also true that the need for integrated national development has be- 
come the natural outcome of the economic and social evolutions which have accum- 
lated in the Arab nation--a nation which has been divided into rich countries with 
Limited populations and poor countries with large populations, especially with the 
serious positive and negative dimensions that have characterized “the Arab oil 
phenomenon" locally and internationally since the beginning of the seventies, and 
the discovery of every Arab country's inability, in isolation, to put this phenome- 
non and ite effects to work at the service of the regional development of its soci- 
ety in isolation from comprehensive national development--not to speak of the fact 
that thie phenomenon has faced constant depletion and waste at the hande of the 
multinational international monopolies, dominance by the advanced industrial cap- 
italiet countries of the world market, and Zioniem's attempt to exploit the norm- 
alization of relations with Egypt by calling for the establishment of what it calle 
a “Middle East market" which will be an extension of the Western capitalist market, 
employed in the service of the Israeli economy, which is suffering from the most 
advanced state of collapse and where the inflation rate has risen about 130 percent 
thie year. 


Therefore the Arab common market, at the present time, has become prominent as an 
inevitable matter with two mutually connected aspects: 


The first aspect: defensive, in the short run, against the escalating Zionist 
danger following Camp David. 


The second aspect: offensive, in the long run, for the sake of arming oneself 
with productive economic strategic powers, on behalf of man and society in 
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in the Arab nation, possessing influential political-military effectiveness in 
the regional and international contexte, 


Thue the eituation appears too serious to ve "met with silence and disregard” by 
the Egyptian government, ite party and ite wedia, which proceed in this manner 
whenever the eituation concerns an Arab position opposed to their own or in oppo- 
sition to the Camp David policy~-adhering to the wisdom of the traditional village 
maxim of “close the door the wind blows through and be comfortable." 


In chia eituation, the door will not etay closed, no matter how firmly it is shut 
againet che movement of the wind, 


We, from a position of responsibility, warn the government that the matter is not 
juet related to ite own comfort--it te aleo related to the good nerves of the 
Egyptian economy in the present and future, and consequently to the life of the 
citizen, Thie time che wind te blowing through the process of the establishment, 
in the region of an Arab economic bloc, possessing actually available and growing 
resources and abilities in an era dominated by massive international economic bloce. 
Thie Arab economic bloc te proceeding to crystallize today without the parcticipa- 
tion of Egypt, which, at least in terme of intereste--regardless of other national 
factore--must be a basic, essential party to the bloc. The lack of participation 
ie occurring as a result of relations which the Egyptian authorities have estab- 
Lieshed with Terael in the context of the Camp David policy. 


The continuation of the Camp David policy ie a grave barrier isolating Egypt from 
the assumption of its natural statue in the Arab common market. Is there any 
available alternative to Egypt, which te connected to Israel by a peace treaty, 
to grow and develop its economy, in any other large market? 


Actual facts pose two alternatives: 


Firet is chat Egypt link ite economy to the "Middle Bast market" which Israel has 
been planning since the June 1967 war. What is worthy of attention in this regard-- 
from the standpoint of benefits alone, regardless of any national or domestic con- 
sideration--ie that it remains just a project which was founded on the basis that 

it would consist of Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon at the outset and that, following 
the implantation and success of the Camp David policy, it would extend to Egypt, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf states. However, the course of events 

smashed the project and the schemes behind it. The Shah's regime fell in Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf states, Lebanon and Jordan joined the Baghdad conference 
which opposed che Camp David policy. 


Consequently no countries remained in the project that had been planned except for 
Israel and Egypt. Is it possible for an effective common market to be composed of 
the collapsing Lerael economy, which ie lacking a natural minimum of resources, 
and the Egyptian economy, stripped of its powers, by the admission of the govern- 
ment, which has bluntly stipulated that it has just been able to get through the 
bottleneck thie year alone’ 


It may be said that it is possible for such a "Middle Bastern market" to be estab- 
lished between Egypt and Israel on the one hand and the European Common Market 
on the other. 
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However, Chie etatement rune up against the hard facts of reality, These are that 
in the context of a choice, based on interests, between the Egyptian-leraeli Middle 
East market and the Arab common market, the European Common Market will not heal- 
tate @ moment to cancel any dealings it hae with the Middle East market if they 

are at the expense of ite dealings with che Arab market, and thie can actually now 
be observed in the field of Arab-Buropean trade and economic relations, 


The second alternative: chat Egypt, in epite of all obstac.es and hardships, con- 
tinue to develop ite economy in accordance with the Liberal zation policy by ite 
own leolated efforts, with some unstable international aid, relying, according to 
official atatements, on ite increased sources of revenue from the Suez Canal, tour- 
fem, ofl and remittances from Egyptians working abroad to thie end. 





Regardless of the extent of the validity, in the firet place, and the extent of 

the ability, in the second, of thie alternative, it is most difficult to imagine 
the requieite intensified development taking place at rates rapid enough to respond 
to the basic increasing needs of the citizen in thie era juet through intrinsic ef- 
forte Leolated from a broad surrounding common market throbbing with power and 
vitality. 





"Great Britain,” in epite of its advanced industrial economy, could not long con- 
tinue ite isolation from the European Common Market; after obstinate resistance, 
it was compelled to join che market, because it discovered, by calculating the 
profite and losses, that it had no future outside the European Common Market. 


Even if Egypt were able to rely for ite own development on growing revenue sources 
from the Suez Canal, oil, tourisc activity and the remittances of Egyptians working 
abroad, these sources, for the most part, will to a large degree, especially if an 
Arab common market is established, remain controlled by the capabilities of this 
market, since most of the sources of income from touriem and the remittances of 
Egyptians abroad are basically Arab. 


Therefore there is no possible alternative, possessing any power and significance, 
for the Egyptian economy but the Arab common market. What is to be done? 


The responsibility for the solution is borne first by the Egyptian authorities and 
secondly by the Arab countries and their league. 


Since the Camp David policy is the unsurmountable obstacle standing in the way of 
Egypt's participation in thie market, on the one hand, and since, on the other, 

the market lacks the element of Egyptian effectiveness, it is incumbent that one 
counteract this obstacle with national responsibility--an obstacle which, to the 
degree that it has fragmented the Arab nation and exposed its weak points, has also 
inspired its will, in spite of peripheral difficulties and struggles, to combine 
and move with awareness coward more mature, effective positions, politically and 
economically. 


In our estimation, the current objective circumstances--now that what cre known as 
the autonomy negotiations have faltered as a result of the insistence of Israel, 
which has secured its Egyptian flank, to devour Palestine completely and guarantee 
ite continued expansion and the dominance of its racist grip over the area--are 
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for Baypt to declare « freeze on the Camp David policy in all ite dimensions and 
to open the door to negotiations with the Arab eummit for the eeke of arriving at 
@ united position te confront the exteting challenges and challenges likely to 
ariee from thie (reese, 


The Areb countries’ responsibility may be defined ae responding positively and 
invitingly to thie freese and developing it into « more radically deep position. 


We are prompted in thie etatement by the major Arab economic euemit conference 
paper's diecuesion of “the serious effort to bring Egypt beck into Arab ranke, in 
order Co consolidate the national economic and social forces within Egypt and frag- 
ment the relations growing there with Lereel,” end the desire in principle to 
“incorporate Egypt inte the totel concept of the framework of the Arab joint econom- 
ie action ples, in order to etress ite Arab affiliation, while not carrying any 
projects out in Egypt e@ long as the Camp David policy continues and ae long as the 
exieting regime te committed to ic.” 


Finally, (¢ only cemeine for us, out of consciousness of our national and domestic 
responsibility, te choose our position and our future--with the “Arab common mark- 
ec” or the teoleted "Widdle Bestern market" with lereel. 
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POLITICAL: LNTERNATLONAL AFFAIRS 


ISRAELI DESIGNS ON NILE WATERS CASTIGATED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 23 Sep 80 p 9 


/Article by Mumtes Naseer: : a Designe and Dreame for the Waters of the 
Nile, Which Are Being realized” 


/Text/ In our previous article, we stated that world Zioniem covetously looked 
upon the waters of the Nile in order to build ite firet settlements in 1903; we 
cited the fucile attempts Hertel embarked upon in this regard before the British 
high commissioner, the representative of the abovementioned occupation, Lord 
Cromer, Khedive ‘Abbas and Butruse Pasha Ghali, the prime minieter. The British 
refused to consummate Zioniem's dream in thie regard, and the designe and dream 
of Zioniem continued to be fastened on this hope and tried to achieve Zionist 
designs. 


Herewith we take che mask off the Zioniet views and their originators in thie era, 
making (t clear that Zioniem ie etill looking covetously upon this hope and trying 
to achieve it. Herewith te « statement on their views in thie matter so that 
Euyptiane may all realize che dangers surrounding them on the plundering of the 
watere of the Nile, their artery of life in their present and future. Water 
possesses a special philosophy in world Zioniem and in ite beliefs, since it is 
the beet excuse for the fina! conceptual planning of Leraeli borders “from the 
Nile to the Euphrates". One can explain the repeated invasions of Sinai as re- 
peated attempts to reach the Nile. In addition, the Zionist thinker Levi Morav- 
Hotam said the following on 29 September 1978: 


"It te possible that in other fields of the economic sector « more complicated, 
interconnected and lasting system of economic relations will be developed in agri- 
culture. Now it is weil known that there are broad Egyptian development projects 
with respect to the mountain slopes in Sinai and the areas overlooking Rafah. One 
can incorporate thie area into projects to tranemit specific volumes of Nile water 
to the Negev--in exchange for payment of « sum of money, of course--and consequent - 
ly traneform the ares of northern Sinai and the Western Negev into green farms as 
in Europe. Egyptian water, with lereeli expertise and skill in these fields, can 
work miracles. The other possibility lies in exporting Lereeli skill and irriga- 
tion equipment, which together can perform the requisite revolution in Egyptian 
agriculture, ee represented by « shift from the technique of traditional irrigation 
to carefully obeerved developed irrigation.” 














Rlieewhere, the euthor of Che article, dleclosing another aepect of Lereeli think: 
ing, pointe out “With the passage of time and the conversion of calw inte « perman- 
ent, continuing situation, there will be increased enticements cto invest in the 
ares, which possesses « workforce which te etrong and cheap on the one hand and te 
developed and trained on the other, There ie aleo « great danger, which te chat 
the diversion of the Lereeli economic sector to the Rafah heights will occur and 
that thet will become — sector consisting of Jewish effendis, American money and 


cheap Egyptian lLebor."” 


What underlines the fact that these hopes have arisen in the mind of Zioniem is 
that lereel te earnestly etri “@ to obtein Nile water to irrigate the Negev and 
obtein cheap Egyptian labor to . velop the Negev so that many ailiione of Jews will 
be abeorbed in that area and Lereel will grow and realise ite deram. In thie re- 
gerd, the Lereeli newspaper MA'ARIV published an article by Yirfal Alitur on 30 
December 1977 revealing these rosy Llereeli dreams an’ hopes. 


We urge oll Egyptians to request the government to desiet from offering Wile water 
to lereel to irrigate the Negev, in order to deter the grave threat which will im 
mediately and in the future be inflicted on our country. We are certain that how- 
ever much Lereel might try, it will set attain « drop of water from the Wile, be- 

cause the desert lands of Egypt have higher priority for development than the 

desert of the Negev. 


"Lord, do not turn our hearte away after you guide us; bestow mercy on use from your 
bounties, for you are the most generous.” 


That te « saying of almighty God. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LSRABLI DESIGNS ON NILE WATERS LAID BARE, CONDEMNED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAN in Arabic Get 80 p 24 


/Arcicle by Muhammed ‘Abd-al-Reahman ‘Awad: “The Lereeli Egg, Nile Water and the 
Perile of the Peace”/ 





/Text/ in epite of everything, « treaty was concluded with Lerael which has been 
called che Egyptian-lereaeli peace treaty. The people who signed this treaty, 
along with ite preambles at Camp David and its addenda at the bilateral meetings, 
have ignored « number of perils, most important of which are: A. The Eioniet 
echeme for swallowing up the countries of the Levant, Egypt and Iraq and forcing 
the submission of the whole area preparatory to imposing Jewish sovereignty on 

the world. Thie scheme concerns the current situation and the future, not just 
illuetons, beceuse it is based on the religious premises in the Old Testament, the 
Talmud and the Proptocole of the Eldere. Therefore the matter is « Zionist Jewieh 
necessity which cannot be renounced since Iereel, in accordance with the belief, 
wae established by relying on Jewieh racien. 





The most basic proof of that te the fact that thie echeme has been inscribed on 
the walle of the Lereeli Knesset since the initiative: “From the Nile to the 
Buphretes.” 


B. The peace, if fragmented, becomes « capitulation on the part of the weak and 
dominance on the part of the other perty. Contempt for a principle never brings 
good to the person showing the contempt--rather, it brings « qurderous harm upon 
him, end final judgment on those principles is the basis of right and justice. 


C. Among the perile which it wan not wise to ignore were the methods of lerael 

in particular, and the Jews in general, for achieving their goals, sterting with 
deception and conspiracy and proceeding to death and destruction. This does not 
need « penetrating intelligence or « forceful genius. Warning of these perile 
would have guaranteed that if peace were to be established it would be established 
on beses of right and justice, since, in order for peace to be stable, it is neces- 
sery thet Liontem relinquish the echemes it embraces on purported grounds of be- 
lief and religion, which ts something I do not believe Ziontem would ever be con- 
tent to do, because it would mean: 


A. Ceasing to attract the Jews of the world. 


B. Eetabdlishing « state in which all religions coexist, since Judaism would no 
longer be « besie for the state. 














C, Negeting @r) clate of possession of holy territories, or any sacred rights, 
If these things were Co Cake place, they would mean the collapee of the Eioniet 
movement to ite foundations, and eines that te clear to use, what peace do we de 
sire with @ nation which wante only to ewallow ue up and belittle use? What do we 
want from @ nation which the Old Testament telle “Let the whole world die and let 
lereel alone live’” 


Would that we hed contented ourselves with merely ignoring these perile! But no-- 
we prepared every means for them to develop and yield all the fruite desired from 
them, Ae we were recognising the Jews’ rights to establieh their etate in accord: 
ance with the Jews’ belief in the promised land, here we were obstructing every 
plan which would have the effect of bringing ue close to governance by Lelem and 
arbitration by ite lawe--indeed, we were etriving to break up every lelamic youth 
group and considering Lelamic groupe es enemies! 


The Difference between Peace and Capitulation 


The difference between peace and capitulation is that the former ie an integrated 
truth whereas the latter te deale based on the skill of merchants and middlemen, 
If we were really locking for peace we should not have permitted Arab and Lelamic 
unity to be one of ite victims, for inetence, It ie not permissible to translate 
peace with ue into « permanent sacrifice on behalf of lereel. Otherwise, where is 
the peace, when Lereel hae incorporated Eastern Jerusalem? Where is the peace 
while lereel has expanded the policy of settlements in the territories of the West 
Bank and Gaze (or Judea and Samaria, as the Jews choose to call them)’ Where is 
the peace while lerael ie raiding Palestinians in Lebanon and elsewhere almost 
every day’ Where is the peace while Lereel ie talking about incorporating Golan, 
even if incorporating it ie just « maneuver to divert use from the crime of incor- 
porating Jervealem’ Then where ie the peace while Ierael is even prohibiting us 
from having the reeset of Sinai returned to Egypt! There ie an iaportent fact, 
which te that Lereel always expects the coming generation to give concessions be- 
yond what the previous one allowed. If some people allow themselves to call what 
took place between us and Lereel « peace, then he quet know that as we have indi- 
cated peace cannot be broken into emall parte; (f lerael had wanted peace, it would 
have ceased ite aggression ageainet ite neighbors, at least in order to show good 
will, and would not have helped the crusaders, represented by the movement of the 
agent Haddad, who ie etriving to break up Lebanon. 


Ziontem's Means for Achieving Ite Goale 


There comes the third point which we have ignored, namely the methods of the Jews 
in general, and Iereel in particuler, for achieving their goals. Ziontem sees no 
embarrasement in doing anything which will bring it close to its goals, however 
contemptible or devious that act may be; it ise no secret to anyone that Zionism 
possesses the means to allow it to direct the policy of the most intractable deep- 
rooted imperialist country (America). Indeed, we would not be exaggerating if we 
were to say that Zionism is placing the sleve state (Russia) at ite service and at 
the service of its objectives. Some sincere people in Egypt have pointed out that 
peace with Lereei will mean the beginning of a destructive economic war in which 
our economy will be in an unenviable position. No cone has heeded that, and the 
anewer to thie view has been thetoricel and unconvincing. The war has actually 
started, and ite firet victim has been the Nile. That's right--the water of the 
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Nile hae been offered ae — sacrifice to the siaughterhouse of raciet EZiontem, The 
Nile hae entered inco che hagglere’ market, and it te we who have offered it, 
after the shrewdness of the deceptive Jewish merchant compelled ue to do so, It 
le ae if he did not want to complete the deal, because Leraeli obetinacy hae held 
onto the bank and Geta in order to build settlements, and Egyptian ehrewiness hae 
come up with the gift, Settlements can be built in the Negev with the waters of 
the Nile, Thus the firet part of the Eioniet scheme of “the Nile to the Buphrates” 
te being carried out, by moving the Nile to them as « first etep a8 long as Jewish 
obetinecy remainge and Pharaonic generosity laste. Work te continuing night and 
day to build tunnele under the Sues Canal, perhaps to irrigate Sinai, ae ie said, 
and perhaps to irrigate the Negev, ae hes been said. Ae Che peace agreement grows 
old, ite noxtouse effecte and the resulte it has brought forth will become apparent: 
@ threat to our_domestic ec . Even the president said, in hie epeech stopping 
the elaughter /of livestock/ for a month, that Lerael has offered eggs at « price 
of 3. milliemes each while The Netherlands hae offered them at 10 milliemes more. 
The president made # etatement to the effect that if it ie cheaper to import than 
to produce, it would be better to stop producing and laport whet people need. Thus 
we have fallen into the Jews’ trap. If Zioniem dominates the policy of Russia, 
America and others, through che money, banke and industries it possesses, what do 
you think our situation will be in 10 yeare when Lereel taporte scraps of bread to 
ue? Will domestic output be halted? Will our economy be dependent on LIerael and 
consequently become an adjunct of the citizens of the Jewish estate? Wher will the 
Egyptian people imagine, when they do not possess their own destiny’? And Islam-- 
will the Jews let it survive’ Most certeinly not. Morality does not concern the 
Jews. tLelamic belief te their most intractable enemy. 








Wine and women are their means for dominating people and ecraps of bread are in 
thetr hande. 


We Muet Wake up! 
Now we quest wake up, and seal up the grave we have dug for ourselves. 


History sneere at the primitive tribes of the two Americas who were bedazzled by 
explorers and would sell them chickens for colored playing cards. What will 
history say about use when we offer the water of the Nile for sale, in exchange for 
being supplied with quantities of egge’ 


The road to peace does not mean laying down arms, especially if the other party 

has not laid his arms down but indeed is etill firing them here and there. We did 
not impose the previous ware upon ourselves; rether, Zioniem imposed them on us, 
and, if the goale of Zioniem have not yet been attained, war is the alternative, 

if they do not realize the peace they want. Moreover, peace does not mean neglect- 
ing our Arab brothers, to whose destinies our destinies have been linked by success- 
ive were, and it does not mean abandoning the Islamic countries, whatever the sit- 
vation may be. Our losses through Ielemic Arab unity will be more triviel than 
whet we imagine our gains through peace with the aggressors to be. 











Leetly, peace will never be achieved when lelam ie abeent from the stage, because 
lelem ie what hee forged our identity and without it we would have no identity: 


"“Ood says the truth and he guides the way.” 
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POLITICAL: LNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BULGARLAN CONFERENCE CONDEMNS ISRARLI ACTLONS 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 7 Oct 80 p 9 





/Acticle by Hamid Zaydan: “Piret Conference of World People's Parliament_Declares 
All the Worlds’ Peoples Support for the Rights of the Palestinian People"/ 


/Text/ One week after the conclusion of the activities of the International Parli- 
amentary Conference held in East Berlin, attended by Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman 
of the Soctaliet Workers’ Party and leader of the opposition in the People's As- 
sembly, the firet conference of the parliament of all the peoples was held in Sofia. 
I participated in thie conference as « member of Egypt's delegation, which repre- 
sented all che nationalist currents in Egypt. The conference was held under the 
slogen “For the sake of peace." 


Participating in the conference was « group of non-government organizations, 
parties, trade unions and mass, religious, social and cultural organizations and 
bodies which believe in and act on behalf of international peace and detente and 
oppose the arme race and efforts simed at restoring the atmosphere of cold var 
confrontation. 


Since preparations for the conference began, the dangers of the arms race, which 
has reached its maximum state or stage in history, dominated the atmosphere in it 
and in ite meetings and committee sessions. It referred to the bodies benefiting 
from arms production which are working in accordance with schemes to escalate war 
hysteria, and the conference's papers and the talks by persons giving speeches 
etreseed the dangers of a new cold war hovering over the world. 


The discussions pointed out that the decade of the seventies was the decade of 
the triumph of the values of peace and national independence, that it could be 
described as the decade of detente, and that the forces of world imperialism 
would never surrender to the defeats which they endured in the seventies but were 
trying to eliminate the peoples’ triumphs of the seventies and destroy detente. 


The conference of the parliament of all peoples for the sake of peace assembled 
the representatives of the broadest, greatest human forces and stressed that the 
peoples of the world possessed the strength to defeat the fabricators of aggres- 
sive imperialist war and che arms merchants. 
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Conference Papere and Discussions 


The conference papers and the discussions by ite members pointed out that thie 
year the world celebrated the fifth anniversary of che Heleinki Conference on 
Ruropean Security and Cooperation and celebrated the 35th anniversary of che defeat 
of Witler, and chat the partisans of peace in all countries of the world undertook 
that there should not be any other aggressive colonial war and chat the epiric of 
Heleinki and forward progress should live on. 


Participating in thie conference were delegations from 135 countries from every 
continent in the world. Conference members numbered about 3,000 


Outeide che conference's general meeting hall, the members of the conference con- 
tinued their activities through a number of other committees to end the arm race, 
for the etruggle for economic independence and a new world economic order, on prob- 
lems of energy and their relationship to the struggle for peace and national inde- 
pemience, on European security and cooperation,on peace and ‘ustice in the Middle 
Bast and solidarity with the Palestinian and other Arab peoples, on struggle in 
South Africae on behalf of national independence, on solidarity with the peoples of 
Vietnam and Laos, on the struggle againet fasciem and neofascisem, on the contribu- 
tion of the nonaligned movement to peace and national independence, on the struggle 
ageinet imperialist echemes and on che struggle for the sake of human rights and 
ageinet racial discrimination. 





The conference held «a number of round table discussions comprising people with sim- 
ilar activities--religious figures, young people, literary and artistic figures, 
lawyers, parliamentarians and trade unionists. 


A further number of issues were raised, including coordination among government or- 
ganizations, coordination among government organizations, the United Natiors, 
Unesco, and the International Labor Organization, and solidarity with the people 
of Chile, the people of Uruguay, the people of South Africa and the people of the 
occupied territories in Palestine. 


A World Festival To Support Palestine 


The day Yasir ‘Arafat gave a talk was a world festival in which all the peoples of 
the world supported the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and their sole 
legitimate leader as represented by the Palestine Liberation Organization--the 
leader of ite revolution, as Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of its executive council, ex- 
pressed it, stressing the rights of the Palestinian people, Moslems, Christians 
and Jews, to live in just peace and establish their state on their land. 


Yasic ‘Arafat urged the peoples of the world to struggle with the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization, which is struggling on behalf of the Jews and their right to 
a life and @ just comprehensive peace just as it is struggling for the sake of the 
Moslems and Christians. 


The conference gave Yasir ‘Arafat seven long standing ovations in declaration of 
solidarity . ith che Palestinian people, their rights and their leaders. 
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There wae Bassam Shak'ah, mayor of Nabulue, who had been attacked with an explos- 
ive charge by @ Jewish group along with two other mayors in the occupied territor- 
les, Hassam Shak'ah lose both lege and came to the conference of Sofia on a chair. 
lie applauded Yasir ‘Arafat ac length, embraced him, kissed him and asserted that 
the Palestine Liberation Organization was the sole legitimate representative of 
the people of Palestine inside and outside the occupied territories 


Shandra, president of the World Council of Peace, chairman of the conference and 
Indian lawyer, poet and literary figure, came forward to present Bassam Shak' ah 
with the conference medal; he was the firec citizen in the world to obtain this 
medal, which te named after Salvador Allende, the martyr to democracy and legit- 
imacy in Chile whom military fasciem, colonialiem and ite agente in Chile conspired 
againet and killed in a« bloody military coup. , 


The Dangerce of Nuclear War 


In the conference, figures were provided in succession on the dangers of nuclear 
war. Among these figures were the fact that the victims of World War Two numbered 
60 million and that it cost mankind $66 trillion. 


The third world war is threatening the world with a nuclear holocaust of extermina 


tion threatening the existence of human civilization iteelf. The reserves of 
nuclear bombe are now as follows: 


500,000 bombs of the American type dropped on Hiroshima; these can eliminate every- 
thing on earth. 


In juet a few minutes, nuclear warheads can be sent to any place in the world. 
Fifty-two countries in the world can now produce nuclear bombs. 


Twenty-four countries have centers which can produce bombs equal in size to 2,000 
Hiroshima-type bombs each. 


There will be no front lines and rear lines for armies and it will not be possible 
to distinguish between different types, groups or classes of people. 


The destructive weapons that exist now are 20 times greater than what is needed to 
eliminate mankind. 


War or peace means the survival or the extermination of mankind. 
No to All These Dangers 


In ite members’ statements, and in its recommendations and resolutions, the confer- 
ence said no to all these dangers. Shandra,commending on this position, said "Is 
it enough for use to say no? When we return to our countries we must call upon all 
our peoples to say no. At that point we will be able to say that we have taken 
the right decision for the survival of mankind and civilization and for mankind to 
work for progress, development and social progress." 
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Four Resolutions on the Middle Bast 


Ae ceperde the Middle Beet, the conference tesued four important resolutions. The 
firet, on peace and justice in the Middle Bast and against imperialieac echemes in 
thie region, pointed out that the conference observed with utmost apprehension 

the fact that the Middle Bast wae continuing a serious, heated revolution of ten- 
eious Cheeatening worid peace and forcefully condemned Laperialist conspiracies 
aimed at guaranteeing Che continued attainment of the designe of the United States. 
lt expressed ite full support for the Arab nation and the peoples of the Middle 
East in their etruggle to thwart all echemes and conspiracies. 





The conference declared tha’ it viewed with apprehension the fact that the American 
military presence in the Middle Bast had become influential, as Israel was making 
attempts to produce nuclear weapons thanks to the massive technological aid which 
the United States of America and ite allies were providing, which constituted a 
lethal threat to the Arab nation, the security of the Middle East and world peace. 


The conference etressed that thie massive military tendency was connected to 
American military bases in Africa, the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean and re- 
quested that all aggressive actions against forces opposed to imperialism in the 
Middle East be stopped. The conference called for a campaign to support the 
etruggle of the Arab nation and the peoples of the Middle East to realize a just 
settlement to the Arab-leraeli struggle and the Palestine cause through full 
I[eraeli withdrawal from all Atab territories occupied in June 1967 and to solve 
the problem of Palestine in accordance with all United Nations resolutions on this 
ieeue, in particular Resolutions 3236 and 3237, and Resolution One of June 1980's 
extraordinary session. 


The Charter of the Peoples’ Parliament 


The firet conference of the world parliament of peoples issued a charter contain- 
ing @ number of important principles regarding issues of peace and peoples’ firm 
right to live in peace. The right to peace is the right to national independence 
and the free peaceful development of all people and principles of detente, democ- 
racy, freedom and social progress. Peace is our qmutual just cause. 


Members of Egypt's Delegation to the Peoples’ Parliament 
Kheiid Muhyl-al-'Din, Husayn Fahmi; Fawzi Hamzah; Hamid al-Azhari; Mahmoud al- 


Nuki@yli; Mahmud al-Qedi, Muhammad Fahim Amin; ‘Abd-al-Majid Abu Zayd; Hamid Zaydan; 
‘Adil ‘Aziz; Sa'd Hammad. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


NATLONAL REPRESENTATIVES MEET ARABS AT EAST GERMAN CONFERENCE 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 7 Oct 80 p 10 


Article by Pathi ‘'Abd-al-Fattah: "What Went on at the International Parliamentary 
Conference in Berlin?" 

/Text/ The international parliamentary conference held in Berlin between 16 and 
23 September, attended by more than 1,400 parliamentarians from all over the world, 
was a good opportunity to ascertain the orientation of world public opinion on 
many pressing, critical iesues which are starting to stifle the international sit- 
uation, in particular the problem of the Middle Bast and the Gulf. 


The importance of the international parliamentary conference arises from the fact 
that ie is not just a United Nations organization but that in reality represents 
a popular United Nations, since the parliamentary delegations generally contain 
opposition parties as represented by their deputies. Therefore, the resolutions 
and discussions of the international world parliament are to be considered more 
expressive of world public opinion than is the United Nations General Assembly, 
which te just attended by official representatives of countries. 


The Agenda 


A glance at the conference agenda will immediately lead one to realize that it 
contains the same issues that are presented to the agenda of the United Nations 
General Assembly, as follows: 


The policy of international detente, disarmament, and deepening mtual understand- 
ing among countries. 


The Middle East problem and the Palestinian people's right to self determination. 


The security of the Gulf region, turning the Indian Ocean into a demilitarized 
area and ensuring its deliverance from the battleground of international struggle. 


Economic relations among member states, especially between the developed "“north- 
ern” industrial states and the developing and newly independent "southern" states. 


However, while the agenda seemed traditional, and seemed to lie in the context of 
United Nations agendas, the discussions which went on over the 10-day period were 
in no way traditional. Therefore, the resolutions were more expressive and 
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truthful, in the vrelative sense, That was clearly shown in the discussion on the 
two tesuves of Che Middle Bast and Gulf security, which received more than eight 
draft resolutions presented by a number of different countries. 


There wae the draft resolution presented by a number of Arab countries (Syria, 
Algeria, Jordan, the Palestine Liberation Organization, Democratic Yemen, North 
Yemen and Tuntela), whose most importrat contents were; 


Comp cehensive withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied in 1967. 


The right of the Palestinian people cto self determination and formation of an in- 
dependent state on occupled Palestinian territories, including Arab Jerusalem. 


The Palestine Liberation Organization as the legitimate representative uf the 
Palestinian people. 


Adoption of political and economic measures against Israel for ite positions of 
continued occupation, incorporation of Jerusalem and establishment of Jewish set- 
tlements on occupied territories. 


Then there was che draft presented by Italy, Belgium and The Netherlands, speaking 
for a group of Western European countries. This lay within what is called the 
European initiative iesued by the Common Market countries at the Vienna conference 
last July and included a demand for withdrawal from the territories occupied in 
1967 and the Palestinian people's right to self determination. 





The Palestinian Liberation Organization, as part of che Palestinian people, met 
take part in all efforts exerted on behalf of real peace in the Middle East which 
will guarantee che Palestinian people's right of self determination. 


The draft also condemns the incorporation of Jerusalem and the establishment of 
settlements and calls on Israel to yield to the Security Council and to United 
Nations resolutions concerning withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories. 


Then there was an American draft, which was wore Israeli than the Israeli drafc 
iteelf. The Western European countries and Egypt rejected that; it contained no 
condemnation of ILsreel. 


The [eraeli draft called for a continuation of the Camp David process, considering 
it (from the viewpoint of the Israeli draft) the only road to peace in the Middle 
Rast. The draft substituted Judea and Samaria for the phrase “West Bank". 


Eevot Apyrees to the Arab Draft 


[t was apparent from the beginning of the first days of discussion that both the 
American and Israeli drafts would be rejected by the Western European countries 

and the Egyptian delegation, which, this time, was anxious, as was clear from the 
speech by Dr Sufi Abu Talib, chairman of the delegation and chairman of the 
Pecp'e's Assembly in Egypt, to stress Israe\'s obstinacy and its positions concern- 
ing Jerusalem and the settlements, which, in his words, represented an obstacle to 
efforts being exerted to creete a peaceful solution to the problem. 
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Khalid Husayn, a Palestine Liberation Organization member «poke of thie in eritic- 
al terms as a sort of refueal to face the fact that the (em David efforts had 
failed, 


On the seventh day of the conference, through che general diecuseions and che in- 
tense contacts which took place in the winge, it became clear chat the Arab and 
Western European drafts enjoyed the broadest sympathy of the delegation members, 


The conference's formation committee produced a draft in which it tried to com- 
bine the Arab and European drafts, taking the preamble to the new draft from the 
Arab draft, which condemned the incorporation of territories by force, Israel's 
measures regarding Jerusalem and the settlemente and Israeli raids on Lebanon, and 
demanded implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations and the Security 
Council on withdrawal, particularly stipulating Jerusalem and Golan as well, 


Ae regards the Palestinian problem, it underlined the righte of the Palestinian 
people, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, to participate in deter- 
mining their destiny. 


In another section it stressed the right of the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, to participate in all ef- 
forts related to the creation of a peaceful solution to the Palestinian issue. 


It aleo emphasized the Palestinians’ rights to reclaim their territories and usurped 
possessions. 





It condemned the Israeli policy of incorporating Jerusalem, establishing settle- 
mente on occupied territories, dealing with and detaining Palestinians in these 
territories, and banishing elected mayors. It also saluted the countries which 
conformed to the United Nations resolutions and withdrew their embassies from 
Jerusalem. 


Palestinian Contentment 


A Palestinian official told me that this new draft, in its broad outlines, lay 
within the context of the Arab draft, although it did not stipulate that the 
Palestine Liberation Organization was the sole legitimate representative; it con- 
tented itself with the expresrion "the Legitimate representative.” It also elim- 
inated the section bearing on the imposition of penalties on Israel. 


The Iraqi delegation declared substantive reservations about the draft. Ultimate- 
ly the delegation voted for the draft. 


The Iraqi delegation declared ite reservations about the draft because it does not 
recognize the existence of Ierael. Algeria also abstained for the same reason. 


However, the overwhelming majority of delegations from Arab and Socialist countries 
considered that the draft achieved a victory for the Arab cause in the context of 
this sort of conference with its various international tendencies. 


As regards the security of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean, the discussions which 
went on on that subject covered all the explosive issues related to this region, 
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aterting with Che evente in Afghenieten and proceeding through military bases to 
the fighting going on between Lraq and iran over the borders between the two 
Countries. 


The parilamentary delegations of some Arab countrles-the etate of the emirates, 
Tunteta, and North Yemen «presented « draft resolution on thie teeue, supported by 
some amendments by che majority of Arab countries and countries of the developing 
world, The conference formulating committee unanimovely agreed to it, following 
the introduction of some revielons tato the draft resolution, comprising the fol- 
lowing pointe: 


Ficet, support for the December 1971 resolutions considering the Indian Ocean area 
@ region of peace, 


Second, calling on all countries of the area and all parties concerned to eliminate 
all elements which result in tension in the region, condemning #11 foreign inter- 
vention, and calling on the countries of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean to solve 
their problem among themeelves by peaceful means. 


Third, calling on the countries of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean to refuse to al- 
low any power to establish foreign military bases or any foreign military presence, 
including “military fecitlicies” for foreign countries, on their territories. 


Fourth, reaseerting the need to consider the area of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
@ region of peace, and the need for all countries to recognize and respect thie 
fact, along with the noninterference in the affaires of these countries and respect 
for their sovereignty which this entails. 


Pitch, commitment by the countries of the Gulf and the Indian Ccean not to use 
force in resolving their disputes and recognizing the utmost tmportance of this 
area a6 « safety valve to guerantee world peace. 


The Policy of Detente 


The problem of the policy of detente and disarmament was one of the main issues 
oceoccupying che conference sessions, especially on the part of the socialist 
countries. Erich Hoeneker, president of East Germany, in his speech inaugurating 
the conference, concentrated on thie point and warned of attempcte by iaperialierc 
and reactionary forces to escalate world tension and the arms race, which could 
lead to «a diseater which would overwhele the whole world. 


While the American delegation, and some delegations of Western European countries 
+ Ong with Lc, were enxilous to highlight the teeuve of Afghanistan and the point 
that Soviet toaterveriion there ie what has led to this tense new situation. 


The soctai.et delegations were anxious to offer hundreds of examples to underline 
the role of the United Scetes and che Atlantic Pact in escalating world armaments 
om cenelon, whecher in the Middle Best, “to protect and arw the aggressor lereel,” 
or im Southeast Asia “By supporting dictatorial and military regimes,” expanding 
military beses in che Indian Ocean and establishing rapid intervention teams trans- 
ported by air and sea. 
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Hermann Acheen (Raet Germany) ealid that the main cause of world tension te the 

fact that the tapertaliet and capitallet countries do not want to recognize the 
fact of world development which has resulted in supporting Liberation and independ 
ence movements and fruitful cooperation between the countries of the socialist camp 
and the nonaligned countries ageinet various forme of colontaliet dependence, 


Acheen requested the luperialiet coustrles to seek real solutions to their economic 
eriete and to the problems of unemployment and inflation their peoples are suffer 
ing from, inetead of promoting @« policy of tenelon and armament to threaten and 
acare peoples. 





The conference ended and the delegations etarted to return home, following die- 
cusetone whieh lasted more than 10 days, 


The conference did not and could not solve the probleme but one can say that it 
wae a succeseful conference in the framework of the limited role of such confer- 
ences, 


From tneide the Wings of the Conference 


Me Ibrahim Shuket, head of the Socialist Workers’ Party and member of the Egyptian 
pariiaventary delegation, made intense contacts with various delegations, especi- 
ally some Arab ones. During these meetings the head of the Workers’ Party des- 
eribed the party program and plan regarding the Arab cause, which may be summart- 
zed by condeming continued Leraeli aggression against the Arab countries, incorpor- 
ation of Jerusalem and establishment of settlements, and unifying Arab ranks to 
adopt a united Arab position to guarantee the rights of the Palestinian people and 
their cight to establish their independent country. 





On the vote on the American proposal to include the question of the American hos- 
tages in Iran in the conference agenda, 15 members of the Egyptian delegation 
voted in favor of the proposal, while Mr [brahim Shukri recorded his abstention. 


The Arab countries which voted in favor of the American proposal were the Sudan, 
Somalia, Iraq, Tunisia and che state of the emirates, while the delegations of 
the Syrian Arab Republic, Democratic Yewen and Algeria voted against it. 


The draft resolution on the Middle East won a large majority (671 againet 85, with 
200 abstentions); voting in favor of the resolution were the group of socialist 
countries, « large number of nonaligned countries, and most Arab countries, in- 
cluding Egypt; Algeria abstained. 


Following the vote, Dr Sufi Abu Talib, chairman of the Egyptian delegation, made 
a statement in which he explained why the Egyptian delegation had voted in favor 
of the resolution condemning Iereel, especially the measures on Jerusalem and the 
settlements, and recognizing the Palestine Liberation Organization as a legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 


In hie statement, Dr Sufi said that Camp David is one attempt to arrive at « 
peaceful solution. At that point the Iraqi delegate interrupted and began re- 
peating in « loud voice "Camp David is treason.” Dr Sufi replied chat he excused 
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the Iraqi delegation, becauee it was attending an international delegation Like 
thet for the fleet Clme and had not yet learned democratic and parliamentary 
traditions, 


Moshe Kahel, member of the Ieraeli delegation, spoke with obvious irritation, estat. 
ing that he wae born in Leaq, and recited « verse of the Koran through which he 
tried to prove that God had given Palestine to the Jews; “And enter the land which 
God promised you,” and eo forth, The Algeria delegation objected and said that the 
Leraeli delegation wae distorting and breaking up God's verses, 
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POLITICAL: LNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


VARTOUS NASIRISTS, NATLONALISTS HOLD PARLEY IN FRANCE 
Cairo AL~TAQADDUM in Arabic 16 Oct 80 p 2 


/Arcicle: "“Naeiriem and the New World Order; Nasirigm Represents Increasing 
Hostility to Impertalion and Old and New Colonialisn" 


/Text/ By invitacion of the League of Unificationisc and Nasiriet Arab Studente 
and the Arab-French Solidarity Society, « symposium was convened to discuss the 
subject of Nasiriem and the new world order on 30 September and | October thie year. 


Alternating as chairmen of the sysposium were Prof Jacques Berque, professor at 
the College De France, and Mr Khalid Muhy{-el-Din, member of the 23 July Revolution 
Command Council and comrade in arms of ‘Abd-al-Nasir's. 


The symposium opened with statements of greetings from the representatives of the 
organizers of the symposium,Dr Yusuf Sumayli for the league and Mr (Liciale Biter- 
lane) for the Soliderity Society. Contributing research and papers were a number 
of intellectuals, writers and public personalities, whom we list as follows, in 
the order of presentation of their contributions to the respective symposium 
sessions: 


Ll. Mr Khalid Mubhyi-al-Din: Nasiriem, the new world order and the role of the 
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


2. Mr Amin Huwaydi: Nesiriem and the new world order: an Arab view from the 
etrategic perepective. 


3. Mr Lakhder Ibrahimi: Nasiriem and the new world order: an Arab view from the 
etrategic perspective. 


4. De Lema'il Sabri ‘Abdallah: Naesiriem and the new world order: an Arab view 
from the cultural perspective. 


5S. Me Ilyas Saheb: Naesiriem, Arab nationaliem and the new world order. 


6. Mr Hasan Sebrah: Nasiriet youth's view of the future of Nasiriem and the new 
world order. 


7. Dr Pu'ed Muret: ‘Abd-al-Nesir's view of the road to socialist transformation. 
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4. De Hueem ‘lea: Naesiciem and che new world economic order. 


9, Mr Tahie al-Dani: The Palestinian revolution's view of the contributions of 
Nasiciem to the Arab and world liberation sovement. 


10, Dr Mohamed Zneir; The Maghreb and Nasirien. 


Ll, Me Ahmad al-Jeamal; Nesiriem and the new world order: prolegomena and con- 
clustone, 


A large number of persons in attendance aleo made constructive, enriching contri- 
butione to the discussion of various lesues. 


Prof Jacques Berque concluded the acts of the symposium with a thorough review and 
analyele and an objective evaluation of the symposium which he summarized as pro- 
ducing two piletures of Egypt: the firet, the Egypt of hope, and the second, Egypt 
in the era of haggling and inferiority. In hie summary he then concentrated on the 
current critical consciousness of Nasiriem to justify, finally, the historic im- 
portance of thie sympostum. 


In the course of the papere presented and the discussions which took place during 
the symposium, a number of facts and indicators stood out, of which we will cite 
the most important, as follows: 


Firet, Nesiriem is not « legacy whose time has passed--rather, it is a living ex- 
periment in revolutionary thought and action. The most important things distinguish- 
ing them are their dynamiem and unceasing receptivity to development and interac- 
tion with local, Arab and international variables. 


Second, the essence of Nasirism is represented by increasing enmity toward imperi- 
aliiem and new and old colonialism and the organic link between national and social 
revolution. 


Third, in its presentation of the notion of revolution, Nasirism has not been re- 
stricted to the national context of Egypt alone--ite vision has extended, rather, 
to the national context of the Arab nation, and Nasiriem thus has asserted the 
unity of the Arab revolution and has participated in the practical sense in the 
development and outburst of national liberation movements and social progress 
throughout the Arab stage. This was depicted especially by Nasiriem's position on 
the Palestinian revolution and the settler colonialism of world Zionism in 
Palestine. 


Fourth, the revolutionary plan which Nasiriem presented in thought and practice 
was the source of inspiration for a large number of revolutions for national lib- 
eration and social progress in Africa, Asia and Latin America, and in addition par- 
ticipated in the practical sense in supporting all national liberation movements 
in Africa. 


Fifth, the Nasirist experiment made a prominent contribution to the establishment 
and support of the nonaligned movement, the presentation of new bases for 
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international relations of equality, preparing and paving the way for ending the 
cold war, realleing international detente, and founding a new world order based on 
equality, justice and democracy, 


Sixth, the permanent, continuing lesson of the Nasiret experiment ie that it hae 
given en example of the ability of «a subordinate backward country to liberate ice 
territory and resources and perform a comprehensive modern independent process of 
economic, soclal and cvitural development, relying on ite renewed roote of civili- 
zation, through @ constant struggle againet imperialiem and local reaction, basing 
iteelf essentially on ite own powers, in firm solidarity with the third world 
countries and cooperation and alliance with all forces hostile to imperialism in 
the world~-foremost among them the group of socialist countries. 


Seventh, guided by all this, the current taportance of Nasiriem and the need to re- 
vive it in a creative renewed manner, in order to confront the current Arab eitua- 
tio. and the renewed backwardness, continued subordination and deepened fragmenta- 
tion characterizing that, are apparent. A new stage of revolutionary Arab resurg- 
ence must start ae of now with reliance on the movement of organized Arab masses, 
making the broadest resources available for the ripening and cooperation of all 
revolutionary thinking and forces, for which all the auspicious objective condi- 
tions are availabie. 
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POLITICAL; INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LAWYERS CHARGED WITH DEFAMING NATION AT ARAB CONFERENCE 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arable 22 Sep 80 p 1 


/Article by Layla ‘Abd-al-Selam: "Trial of the Lawyers Accused of Defaming Egypt 
act Rabat Conference Begins" 


/Text/ The Socialist Public Prosecutor's Agency has started investigating the ac- 
cusations levelled against six lawyers of defaming Egypt's good name abroad and 
attacking the peace treaty and the Camp David agreements during the Arab Lawyers’ 
Conference held in Rabat last June. 


Fathi ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, lawyer for the Construction and Housing Cooperatives, pre- 
sented a notice to the counsellor ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad, the socialist public prose- 
cutor, accusing six lawyers who took part in the conference of attacking the peace 
treaty and the Camp David agreements in a manner defaming Egypt's good name abroad. 
They are: Ahmad al-Khawajah, head of the Lawyers’ Guild, ‘Abd-al-'Agiz Muhammad, 
Muhammad Fahim, 'Abd-al-'Azim al-Mughrabi, Hamid al-Azhari and Ahmad Nasir. 


Last Monday Mahrus ‘Abd-al-Halim, prosecutor in the Office of the Socialist Public 
Prosecutor, heard the statements of the person presenting the notice, Fathi ‘'Abd- 
al-Mu'ti, the lawyer, who asserted that he had 31 witnesses in the form of National 
Party lawyere who attended the Rabat conference and saw and heard the conduct of 
the six accused lawyers. The chief prosecutor requested a list of the names and 
addresses of the witnesses in order to summon them and begin interrogating them. 


The six lawyers traveled last June to Rabat as part of the Egyptian delegation to 
the Conference of Arab Lawyers in Rabat. After they returned with the members of 
the delegation, Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, deputy prime minister and permanent council 
chairman of the national Party, tried them politically at a conference attended 

by 300 lawyers belonging to the National Party; the accused lawyers did not attend. 
The National Party conference discussed the conduct the six lawyers displayed at 
the Rabat conference and their attack against the peace treaty and the Camp David 
agreements. A number of National Party lawyers accused their colleagues of high 
treason, deviation from the national line and defamation of Egypt's good name 
abroad and demanded that they be brought before the custodian's court. 


In its iseuve of 28 July, AL-AHRAR published the details of the charge the National 
Party directed against the union chief and the five lawyers and their response to 
the charge. In the /illegible/ AL-AHRAR published, the lawyers denied /text ends 
here/ 
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POLITICAL: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


40 WITNESSES ACCUSE NINE LAWYERS OF DEFAMING NATLON 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 6 Oct 80 p 1 


/Article by Layla 'Abd-al-Salam: "wing Lawyers accused of Defaming Egypt; 40 
Lawyers Included in Liet of Witnesses" 

/Text/ Fathi ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, lawyer for the socialist public prosecutor, presented 
a liet of witnesses in the case of the lawyers accused of defaming Egypt's good 
name at the Areb Lawyers’ Conference in Rabat last June. 


Fathi ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, lawyer in the Ministry of Reconstruction, had presented hin- 
self to che socialist prosecutor with a notice accusing six lawyers of defaming 
Egypt's good name abroad by attacking the peace treaty and the two Camp David 
agreements during their participation in the Rabat conference. He then presented 
the names of three other lawyers and directed the same charge against those, with 
the result chat the total number of accused came to nine, namely: 


Ahmad al-Khawajah, head of the Lawyers’ Guild, ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Muhammad, Muhammad 
Pahim, ‘Abd-al-'Azim al-Mughrabi, Hamid al-Azhari, Ahmad Nasir, Muhammad 'Ilwan, 
Nabil al-Hileli and Sabri Mubdi. 


Mahrus ‘Abd-al-Halim, public prosecutor in the Office of the Socialist Prosecutor, 
listened last 15 September to the statements by the lawyer Fathi ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, 
the person presenting the notice, then demanded that che examining magistrate 
listen to the witnesses’ statements. Last week Fathi ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti presented a 
list of 40 Lawyers. 


11887 
CSO: 4802 


56 














POLITICAL; INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


WORKERS' PARTY DEPLORES WAR BETWEEN TWO ISLAMIC STATES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 30 Sep 80 p 5 


/article by Eng [brahim Shukri: "Statement by Socialiet Workers’ oy had to the 
Islamic Peoples and Countries on the Pighting between [ran and [raq" 


/Text/ The vicious fighting now underway between Iraq and Iran is killing hundreds 
of Moslem subjects in the two countries, is bringing ruin and destruction to towns, 
induetrial installations, public utilities and oilwelle (the source of national 
wealth) in both countries, and constitutes a bitter tragedy befalling the Islamic 
world, affecting ite international etatue and damaging ite future. 


While the dispute over the borders separating the regions of the two countr‘es is 

a cause of the battles underway, war ie not the only means for settling the dispute 
between the parties, especially since they are two Islamic countries and settle- 
mente head already been made in previous circumstances. 


lerael is seizing the opportunity to fragment Arab ranke and is benefiting from 

the struggles going on among certain Islamic countries to gobble up all the Arab 
tirritories and lelamic holy shrines it can, in accordance with Zionist schemes. 
Instead of mobilizing our efforts to direct them to removing the Zionist claws 
which are aspiring to take Jerusalem over as Israel's eternal capital, we are de- 
termined to squander our powers and deepen the struggles among us over issues which 
do not heve equal seriousness or urgency. 


While causes exiet for the escalation of the dispute between [Iran and Iraq, the 
meane for reviewing and trying to correct the course of events in a manner guaran- 
teeing che collective interests of the Islamic nation and allowing it to preserve 
ite coherence and strength lie not in the use of military force but in the forma- 
tion of a group stripped of official positions and selfish worldly goals and con- 
cerned with the interests of Islam and Moslems in the present and future, so that 
everyone may be confident of the sincerity and neutrality of its members, who 
should be chosen from a number of Islamic countries and should try, through dialogue 
and understanding on the part of officials in these countries, to guarantee co- 
ordinated action among all parties in a manner preventing the occurrence of any- 
thing that will scir up disputes resulting in clashes between the two. 


The fact is that the only ones to benefit from clashes among Arab and Islamic 
countries are, on the one hand, the enemies of these countries and, on the other, 
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the great powers, a8 a result of their interest in achieving their special benefice 
first and least. They will noc heettate tu get some of us implicated in bilateral 
or secondary dieputes or co inflame the causes of dlasension among the leaders and 
responsible persone in our midet, supplying che parties to the etruggles with arm 
and materiel and hastening to act to sacrifice those who had assisted them in car- 
rying out cheir plane, 


The great powers are standing watching the war flaring up between Iraq and Iran be- 
cause they want to weaken theese belligerent forces in the Gulf area,the buttress 

of ofl power in the worl., under the guise of not being more concerned with the 
Arab and lelamic nation chan ite leaders and responsible persons. However, in or- 
der to achieve their goale, they will never refrain from extending the hand of aid, 
if only secretly and through a third party, to the side whose triumph they are 
betting on and will not hesitate to interfere at the appropriate moment to stop 

the transgressions which are harming their interests or seize the opportunity to 
obtain the benefice to which they aspire. 


Let ue be confident that to avert a nuclear clash between the United States of 
America and the Soviet Union which will expose the whole world to danger, an under- 
standing will be reached between the two of them to divide up areas of influence 
and distribute booty. No one will come out of this armed clash the loser except 
the Arab and [elaemic countries. 


Among these countries, no group will triumph over the other. None of those aspir- 
ing to leadership in the region will achieve his desires--indeed, no one who gloats 
with malice or vindictively wishes for the elimination of a leader or ruling regime 
wiil be blessed, since belittlement and subordination to one great power or another 
will prevail in the region unless these countries’ ranks are united and they strive, 
like a etructure of deep-rooted sincerity, to watch over their common interests. 


We urge all Islamic and Arab countries to realize these facts and review their 
positions and we urge their peoples to put pressure on them to realize these two 
fundamental pointe as soon as possible: 


Firet, to etrive quickly to convene the Security Council to adopt a resolution to 
stop the fighting going on between [ran and Iraq, in order to save bloodshed and 
protect resources from destruction, and, through the agencies of the United Nations, 
adopt the measures necessary to put this resolution into implementation, in order 
to preserve world peace from sudden events and unforeseen developments of this 
fighting which is occurring in a sensitive area of the world. 


Second, to call upon the conference of foreign ministers of the Organization of 
Islamic States to choose a committee whose members will represent a number of 
Ielamic countries, provided that they not be officials and that they be people 
known for wisdom, independence of views and belief in Islamic unity, in order to 
assume the task of contacting the leaders of the Islamic countries to put an end 
to the causes of the doubts existing among them and strive to reconcile their 
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their positions and plane in «a manner which will realize che collective interests 
of the Ielamic nation, 


God grants success and guides one to the straight path. 


/Signed/ ng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Workers' Party. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


LIBERAL PARTY SEEKS BROAD NEW CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 11 Aug 80 p 3 


/Arcicle by Fayiz Zayid: "Important [esues Will Be Presented by People's Assembly 
Opposition at Its Next Session" 


/Text/ Observers anticipate that the People's Assembly meetings in the coming 
session will witness heated debates enriching parliamentary action and democratic 
life under the cupola of the Egyptian parliament, in view of the presentations the 
opposition parties will make, raising many important masse problems and issues in 
the assembly, in order to participate with the government in finding solutions to 
them. 


AL-AHRAR sought the views of opposition party deputies on the subjects they will 
present at the People's Assembly during the session. What did they say? 


Ulfat Kamil, member of the People's Assembly for the Socialist Liberal Party, said: 


"I will demand a debate on the housing problem, which has become aggravated in re- 
cent years. It is necessary to set out appropriate radical solutions to this exac- 
erbated problem and to remove ourselves from the policy of palliatives which the 
government is following. I will also request an increase in the budget allotted 

to the housing and construction sector, especially now that peace has arrived and 
the etete of emergency has ended." 


She said, "The current policy of deeding which the government is following serves 
only a particular clase of people who are able to pay the instalments, which come 
to more than 30 pounds." 


Ulfact Kamil said chat she would request che minister of defense to have the armed 
forces participate earnestly in resolving this problem. 


The female deputy will also present the People's Assembly with a recommendation 
that it agree to allocate an emergency budget to build housing within 6 months 
for all residents whose homes have been demolished in recent years. 


The Liberal Party deputy will draw attention to the need for advance discussion 
on all stipulated increases regarding any ¢ommodity in the People's Assembly 
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and will stace chat ic ie necessary that the People's Assembly determine the new 
peices before the government cakes a decision on them, 


Blactiona by Card Are the Best Way 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Workers’ Party, said that the Works 
ere’ Party, said that the Workers’ Party would present the People's Assembly with 
a number of questions, requests for information, recommendations and studies and 
would present a comprehensive response to the government's statement on solving 
the problems the masses are suffering from. 


He added chat he would present a draft law to amend the Local Government Law to 
remedy the loopholes which were discovered in Law No 43, eo tha’ ‘he new amendments 
would provide a point of departure and offer new powers for tr:.« arring full local 
authority to the governorates. 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri said, "We will also present the draft of a on general elec- 
tions to the People's Assembly and other bodies which will make clear adequate 
guarantees for the citizens’ true expression in an atmosphere of freedom and integ- 
rity. This will make voter lists the responsibility of the Civil Registry Agency, 
which must belong to the Ministry of Justice and will list the names of the voters 
in their areas of residence as soon as they reach legal voting age without the re- 
quirement that they present an application, transferring their names to the areas 
to which they move their places of residence and removing the names of those whose 
death they have been notified of. Elections will take place in accordance with 
personal and family cards under the supervision of judiciary personnel in all 
branch committees, with representatives from the parliamentary election candidates, 
and representatives of the political parties for referendums, in attendance." 


Abrogation of Restrictions on Parties 


The Workers’ Party chairman asserted that his party would concentrate on the abro- 
gation of restrictions imposed upon the process of formation of political parties 
in the coming stage, eo that the people's judgment on the parties would be the 
only criteria, and the refusal to impose any trusteeship over the parties by any 
body, aside from rulings made by the regular judiciary if they deviate from the 
constitutional democratic path and commit anything punishable by law. 


The Iesue of Press Freedom! 


Ibrahim Shukri said, "One of the most important issues preoccupying the minds of 
the party leaders is that of freedom of the press, since that is the protective 
armor for public and perscnal freedoms. It is necessary to eliminate all means of 
restricting it or influencing it on the part of the general authorities. There is 
no room for the existence of any body to passe judgment over it, such as the Higher 
Press Council, and it is not permissible to grant concessions or subsidies from 

the government to newspapers except in accordance with objective, declared rules 
through the Presemen's Union or to transfer newspaper ownership to the Consultative 
Council. Rather, the newspapers should be turned into joint stock companies under 
written by citizens and employees in a manner whereby no shareholder will own more 
than a specified number of shares and the general stockholders’ assembly will be in 
charge of electing the board of directors and editor in chief of the paper." 
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He eaid, "We are also demanding that political parties have the right to tesue new 
newepapere and magazines without restrictions or conditions, as soon as notice of 
them ie given, and chat joint stock companies, cooperative, social and cultural 
societies and public authorities have the right to iesue newspapers. 


"Ie will not be permissible co jail journalists provisionally for crimes of judg- 
ment and ict will not be permissible to impose any punishment on them except by 
judictal verdict iseued by che regular judiciary." 


The Workers’ Party chairman said that he would request the People's Assembly to 
give the Central Accounting Agency the authority to submit violations of financial 
lawa which are committed to the competent public prosecutor's office without re- 
ferring to the administrative body which the emloyee committing the violation con- 
cerned belongs to, so that the latter will not be concerned to protect the former 
and perpetrators will be subjected to disciplinary or criminal action according 

to the case, 


The artist Hamdi Ahmad, member of the People's Assembly (Workers' Party), says: 


"I will demand an end to the maelstrom known as the increasing foreign loans which 
weigh the country's finances down with burdens which will afflict it in the future 
and the replacement of these loans by joint Arab investments in the context of 
economic integration plans." 


Hamdi Ahmad said that one of the most important national issues on whose discussion 
the party will concentrate in the next People's Assembiy session wiil be public 
sector reform, which is an urgent necessity, considering that it dominates a large 
aspect of our economic activity and is the mirror of our economic ability, provided 
that that be done alongside a review of its leaders’ ability in terms of technical 
competence and conduct and that they be given the power to act within the context 
of the plan and be held to account for the fruits of their labors. 


In addition small projects with minor economic effect which require personal inno- 
vation and contact with persons benefiting from them will be eliminated in order 
that emphasis may be placed on the leaders of the dominant sectors of the national 
economy and major national projects. 


Attempts To Sell off the Public Sector 


Dr [brahim ‘Awarah, People's Assembly member (independent) says, "I will present 

a question to the minister of finance on the causes leading the government, when 
issuing currency, to prohibit the financing of projects and meeting the general 
budget deficit by printing new currency, which leads to an increase in the currency 
in circulation but is not met with a corresponding increase in production, thus 
creating monetary inflation and a rise in prices." 


The deputy Ibrahim ‘Awarah will also present a question to the minister of industry 
on the reasons for the exploitation of the massive phosphate reserves which were 
discovered in the New Valley and a request that benefit be derived from the ore in 
Sinai and the Eastern and Western Deserts. 
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Ne will aleo present the minieter of information a request for information on 
the government's atcempte to eell successful public sector companies and bring 
them tanto joint investment projects ae @ result of which the government loses con- 
trol over the public funds which are the property of the people. 


Another question will be presented to the minieter of Craneportation on the reasons 
why the eyetem of collecting » percent of the Suet Canal transit fees in Egyptian 
pounde La not applied, in epite of the fact that application of thie syetem will 
encourage Craneactione in Egyptian curvensy and wi.l vralee the value of the pound 
on the world market. 


Withdrawal of Confidence from the Government 
The deputy Mumtaz Neeser (independent) says: 


"One of the most Laporctant iesues I will present in the People's Assembly ie the 
demand that the People's Assembly's right to withdraw confidence from the govern- 
ment be restored, along with the resignation of the government which would follow 
from that, and that that not depend on the presentation of a report to the presi- 
dent, thes presentation of the matter to a referendum concerning confidence in 

thet government, following the suspension of the People's Assembly actions, as Art- 
icle 127 of the present constitution calle for. 


"I will aleo request approval of the People's Assembly's right to introduce partial 
modifications into the general budget of the state so that it will not be compelled 
.O approve or reject the budget entirely and so that that will not be considered a 
restriction on the assembly representatives’ freedom to modify the budget." 


Mumtaz Nasear will request that an investigation be made into all reports of pre- 
vious committees to look inco facte in the People's Assembly and the Geeral Account- 
ing and Administrative Audit Agency and facts published in the press and in books 
infringing on public integrity or involving corruption. 


"I will also request the formation of a People's Assembly committee to examine the 
facts on the former royal family's property and jewels and other confiscated funds 
with the objective of returning them to the people. 


"Aleo, a review of the law on illicit earnings to investigate the objective it aims 
at and to extend ite provisions to people who do not occupy public positions. 

These people will not be harmed by disclosure of their sources of wealth as \ong as 
they are legitimate. This will eliminate speculation with people's livelihood and 
people causing commodity shortages and inflation, in order to prevent people in 
public positions from hiding behind chem." 
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POLITICAL: INTERNAL APPAIRS 


SOCTALIST PARTY CHIEF CRITICIZES VARIOUS GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 9 Sep 80 p 10 


/Article by Amal 'Abd-al-Salam: "Ibrahim Shukri Saye No To the ——— of Nile 
Water to lerael; Lerael le Trying To Open Markete for [teelf in Egypt" 


/Text/ Eng Lbrahim Shukri, chairmen of che Workere' Party, has announced chat 
the decree suspending the slaughtering of Livestock was not issued was in a way by 
which we should remedy the meat problem in Egypt. The Workers’ Party chief said 
that thie decree would have no positive effect on animal resources in Egypt, in 
terms of increasing them or at least retaining them; rather, the decree would have 
contrary effects, such as increasing receptivity to such alternate commodities as 
fieh and poultry. 


Eng [brahim Shukri criticized the way in which the decision to suspend Livestock 
slaughter was tesued because it was ieeued in isolation from the executive and lLeg- 
Lelative agencies and political organizations of the government. 


Eng [brahim Shukri said, “It would be better for there to be an integrated animal 
resource policy.” The Workers’ Party chief declared a proposed policy for this, 
including supplies of fodder for livestock growers, prohibition of slaughter of 
female livestock, increases in the weight of animale to be slaughtered, the elinm- 
ination of middlemen who contribute to increasing meat prices, and lastly meat 


pricing. 


The chief of the Workers’ Party aleo announced that the party did not agree with 
the president's statement regarding the public sector companies suffering from de- 
clines, which are to be suepended so that we will exporr from abroad in their 
place, Eng Ibrahim Shukri went on to say “It would be more appropriate if we en- 
couraged and constantly supported Egyptian ‘adustry to meet the needs of the people 
in Egypt.” 


Thie occurred in «# etatement the chairman of the party made at che weekly party 
symposium, after a }-week absence from Egypt in which he made an official visit 
to Australia and New Zealand. 


Eng [brahim Shukri began hie statement by saying, “I made « trip in which I became 
acquainted with a part of the world I had not had the circumstances to visit in 
the pest; people who undertake public affairs, like mea, ought to become acquainted 
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with the whole world #o that we do not live as we did in the past within the Limite 
of our own people, alone, because the whole world is interconnected now, however 
ateat the dletances may be," 


The opposition leader went on to say “Thies continent, Australia, ie one of the 
countries of Che Beitieh group and ie governed by « commissioner general from 
Britain, but Le Le entirely independent in ite policy and hase independent member- 
ship in the Security Council and « foreign policy totally different from Britain's. 
Ae far ae the world goes, thie continent constitutes new territory and it hae « 
atrong economy. 


“Egypt hae economic relations with Auetralia, and there I talked with people about 
the need to balance Cheee relations, not a6 the case ie now with Egypt importing 
material valued at §25 miilion from Avetralia and exporting just $3 million's worth 
to it, It te possible for ue to make up for thie difference by exporting phosphate, 
which we produce and Australia needs.” 


Eng [brahim Shukri added, “Our expatriate Egyptian community in Australia consiete 
of 60,000 people. It is @ strong community and a6 — group they are a symbol of 
Egyptian intelligence and excellence in many fields. Among them are university 
people and people working in various government organizations. We held « number 

of meetings with numerous members of this expatriate Egyptian community. They had 
many questions about Egypt and about waye in which they could help serve their 
country while they are abroad. We talked with them about many subjects they wanted 
to learn about.” 





The Workore’ Party head wae concerned to state that in hie capacity as a represent- 
ative of the opposition party he did not feel himself confined to the views of the 
rest of che delegation, who were government representatives, on foreign policy 
matters. 


Eng ibrahim Shukri went on “Among the iesues on which we bluntly etated our opinion 
was the Auatralian United Nations General Assembly delegate's position of refusing 
to agree to the resolution condemning Lerael and calling on Lereel to withdraw 
from the occupied territories. 


"This bluntness wae beneficial: our opinion on this matter was published in many 
Australian papers.” 


Before the opposition leader concluded his statement about his visit to Australia, 
he said “We quest benefit from these people's experience. They have been able to 
raise their standard of living « great deal. The average per capita income there 
is one of the highest in the world.” 


On thie week's events, che party chief stated, regarding the president's decree 
suspending slaughter for « l-month period, that at the beginning he was amazed at 
the manner in which thie decision was iseved; it was as if there were no executive 
or legislative agencies or political organizations in the government which could 
offer consultation on this matter before the decision was made and discuss ways 

of carrying thie decree out. 


65 











“The Lesue le not one of lesuing @ decree or Crying; how can we lesue a decr 
stopping slaughter for the period of « month?" che Workers’ Parcy chief /seid/, 
and expressed hie amazement at what wae published in the national presse following 
lesvuance of the decree, pointing out that one of the resulte of the suspension of 
the slaughter wae eavinge of 1.4 million kilograms of meat thie month. Laughing, 
Eng [brahim Shukel wondered how thie meat could be saved--in a collection box? 


He went on to say ‘In every country where there is 4 democratic system, decrees 

of thie sort are Leeved by the people Chemeelves, not by the government, and are 
carried out by the people, not by the government. This ie what happened in England 
when fleh prices rose and Che government made « media campaign to influence people 
to suspend fleh purchases; the result wan « drop in fish prices.” 


Eng [brahim Shukei eaid, “The decree suspending the slaughter was not issued in a 

way by which Chinge are remedied. This rapid decision will not have the desired 
resulte--to the contrary, in fect, tt will lead to contrary resulte, because the 
public will be receptive to buying fish and poultry and there will be attempts to 
store these commodities because people will be expecting « rise in their prices. 

in another area, when the month ends and livestock slaughtering resumes, there 

will be no positive effects in cerme of increasing or at least preserving animal e 
resources.” 


The chairman of the Workers’ Party went on to say, “It would be better for there 
to be an integrated policy with reepect to animal resources. The results may not 
be rapid, but we will be proceeding from better to still better.” 


Eng [brahim Shukri eaid, “We have reviewed the meat problem before on the pages of 
AL-SHA'B and we consider that supplying fodder would be a positive measure for 
solving thie shortage. There muet be no black market in corn, ofl cake or the Like. 


"We must aleo raise the weights at which we permit slaughter, and avoid sleughter- 
ing Livestock weighing leas than 300 kilometers, instead of 250 kilogram, for in- 
stance. Thue greater benefit will be derived from the livestock and there will be 
a wreater increase in the amounte of meat slaughtered. Before that, we quat not 
permit che slaughter of female Livestock, old or young, except in the narrowest 
context and under specific conditions. Thus we will be able to preserve animal re- 
sources, plug up the loophole through which the flour we make bread with and use 
as food for livestock seeps out, and will be saving on bread.” 


Ae cegards the sale of meat, the chairman of che Workers’ Party demanded that whole 
carcasses not be delivered to butchers; there must be plants to prepare the meat, 
break it down into various sections, and wrap it so it can be sold in emall quanti- 
es and be accessible to the consumer. This will havethe effect of lowering meat 
prices. 


Eng [brahim Shukri went on to say Chat there quet be meat pricing. With respect 
to the middlemen who are between the meat producers and consumers, Eng [brahim 
Shukri called for the elimination of these middlemen, who collect most of the prof- 
its on meat sales before the meat reaches the small butcher or the consumer, and 
are one cause for high meat prices. 


66 














The chateman of the Workers’ Party went on Co say that there must be a connection 
between the Mintetry of Supply and growere in a manner whereby the forme will cake 
chacye of buying livestock from the latter directly, 


Finally, be eaid, “By these means, we will be able to cope with the meat shortage 
which we are now supplementing with imported meat. Thies is the party's view with 
respect to the solution of the meat shortage, It ie a simplified solution, but if 
it te adopted this problem will be solved." 


in bie talk Eng [brahim Shukri moved on to another subject, that of importing from 
lerael, He said, “Importing from Lerael te not just restricted to the private sec- 
tor; tt aleo ineludes public sector companies as well. For example, the poultry 
company (e importing chicke from Lereel at low prices and Ierael is now exporting 
goods such a8 eggs, which it Le exporting to ue at 31 milliemes while we import 
them from the Netherlands and Germany at 45 milliemes, to Egypt at prices below 
corresponding world prices. lLerael is thereby trying to open markets for itself 
in Egypt, expand these markets, and compel us to trade with it.” 


Tne opposition leader went on to say, “Thies leads us to a statement of President 
a.-Sedat's that we do not agree with, that is, suspension of declining public sec- 
tor companies and substitution of imports from abroad for their production. It 
would be better, inetead of suspending these companies, for us to support then. 
We consider that we must encourage our domestic industry.” 


Eng [brahim Shukri gave as an example the advertisement a private sector company 
producing egge in large quantities /offering them/, published in the newspaper 
AL-AKHBAR the previous week--40 million--at moderate prices not exceeding 50 

mil liemes. . 


Thie stresses that cur country can supply ite people with their needs without turn- 
ing to lerael or other places. 


Eng [brahim Shukri concluded hie calk by discussing foreign policy events, saying 
"The letters recently exchanged between President al-Sedat.end Menachem Begin re- 
vealed that the statement on Nile water made by Dr Mustafa Khalil, the former prime 
minteter, did not correspond to reality. That was a statement he made in the 
People's Aesembly in accordance with a request from me. It has become apparent 
that there was an official offer to supply lIereel with Nile water but that Begin 
rejected it, because he considered that tantamount to purchasing a guarantee from 
leraeel.” 


The head of che Workers’ Party went on to say “The Workers’ Party has hed a clear, 
explicit opinion on this tesue, which te that there must be no discussion about 
shipping Nile water out of Egypt. The life of all Egypt depends on Nile water; 
above and beyond that, that would cause us problems and struggles with countries 
which have rights to the Nile.” 


Regarding Jerusalem and the law recently issued considering it the capital of 
Iereel, Eng Ibrahim Shukri said, 


"In ite policies, Ierael relies on the imposition of faite accomplis, leaving it 
to others to do what they wieh. The lew considering Jerusalem to be the capital 
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of lereel hase eticred up angry reactions in the whole world, The Security Council 
hase leeved « resolution condemning Lerael in thie regard. Even the United States 
of America did not use Che veto to reject the condemnation resolution but abstained 
from votirg. In spite of chat, Lerael did not and will not refrain from imposing 
ite presence in the manner it has decided for itself. 


"lereel has obtained some of the gains it wants by war and is trying to obtain the 
rest of what 1¢ wants Chrough peace and by devious means." 





Eng lbrahim Shukri stated, concluding hie talk, 


"Le le necessary to take a new peaceful initiative in which all parties concerned 
with che Arab-lereeli problem will participate. We must announce to the world that 
Israel has stopped in tne middle of the road and that that ie not to be held against 
Egypt, though Egypt te to be held to blame for the situation we are in now. One 
cannot be silent about Israel's conduct and we, on grounds that we represent the 
opposition, will not cease to demand a serious stand vis-a-vie Israel in order to 
make it understand that what it has attained will not last. The presence of an 
ambassador of ours there does not mean that our relations will last, and it would 
be beccer for us to withdraw our ambassador from Egypt now because of the recent 
provocative measures." 


At che end of the symposium numerous discussions took place. 


In vesponse to @ question on Eng ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman's proposal to build the 
National University, Bng [brahim Shukri replied by saying "The subject of the 
National University is not new. We have an opinion on that, which is that it would 
be better to strengthen the existing universities and provide the appropriate at- 
mosphere and resources. There ere different types of study which do not receive 
much attention from us now and conversely there are other forme of study which re- 
ceive more attention. For example the Doctors’ Union has declared its opposition 
to the establishment of new Faculties of Medicine. 


"The National University will just be for the well off, opportunities for all 
students must be equal. We are in favor of rectifying education in its current 
form but not in favor of the National University, with the expenses.” 


One of those in attendance then demanded that the party direct its attention to 
mass issves in order to acquire mass backing for the party inetead of concentrat- 
ing ite attention on political issues alone. 


The chairman of the Workers’ Party said that he did not disagree with the need to 
give attention to mase issues, which must have a place among the party's concerns 
alongside political iseves. /He said/ “The newspaper AL-SHA'B has recently been 
concerned with dealing with these issues, foremost among them the housing matter. 
AL-SHA'B will be more concerned with these issues and we hope that it will be ex- 
pressive of mass problems." 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri replied to a question on the change in the Liberal Party's posi- 
tion regarding the Consultative Council elections, saying "We had not expected 
thie position of the Liberal Party; what we heard them say in the People's Assembly 
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wae chat they rejected this position, and they lesued a etatement which we pub- 
lished in AL-SHA'B newspaper, The Liberal Party's position on the Consultative 
Council electiona changed as a result of a meeting which took place between 
President al-Sadac and the head of the Liberal Party. 


"We wonder how the Liberal Party will cover the National Party's position on these 
elections. The Liberal Party Leaders have not announced their candidacy in these 
elections, since they are waiting to be among those appointed to this council,” 


Finally, one of those in attendance raised a question on the party's position on 
the coming People's Assembly elections, now that the nature of the Consultative 
Council elections have become apparent, and the party's view of the future. 


Eng [brahim Shukri replied, "The basic issue which caused us to refuse to partici- 
pate in the Consultative Council elections was our conviction that it was not im- 
portant and chat it was an advisory council, no more and no less. We were told to 
participate but wished to declare our refusal to acknowledge and agree to the man- 
ner by which the members of the Consultative Council are elected. If we partici- 
pace in the Consultative Council elections, and this method is used in the future 
with regard to People's Assembly elections and we refuse to participate in those, 
we will be asked, ‘Why did you participate previously in the Consultative Council 
elections?’ 


“Ae vegarde the future, I do not want to pass judgment on that now but if the 
method of Consultative Council elections is imposed on the coming People's Assembly 
elections in the future, then there will be no other opportunity for the parties; 
at that point there will be just one party and in general there is now a regression 
from what the 15 May revolution has started in the way of paving the way for free- 
domes and parties. However, I do not think that this will happen in the future." 


Thus the symposium, which lasted 2 hours, came to an end. It began with a state- 
ment by the party secretary, Rif'at al-Shahawi, in which he said: 


"We are happy that you are returning this evening to meet with our chairman, after 
hie absence of almost 3 weeks on a trip abroad with a parliamentary delegation to 
Australia and New Zealand, and we are all interested in hearing him and his engross- 
ing talk, which we have been deprived of for a while.” 
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POLITICAL, INTERNAL AFFAIRS 





LIBERAL PARTY CHIEF DISCUSSES OPPOSITION POLICIRS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 29 Sep 09 p 2) 


/Article by Yahya Hamzah: "A Conversation with the Egyptian Opposition, Two: 
Mustafa Kamil Murad, Chairman of the Liberal Party: We Elections for the 
Vice President, the Governore and che Shaik of al- Achar" 


/Text/ The positions of the opposition parties and forces in Egypt differ in the 
political and ideological map. If the Sociaiiet Workers' Party, whose positions 

we analyzed yesterday and with whose chief we held « long conversation, lies to 

the left of the authorities in its confrontation with them, then the National Pro- 
gressive Unionist Grouping Party lies at the left of the left. The Liberal Party, 
in epite of some positions of opposition to the government, lies to the right of 

it, especially since it was the party of the ght in accordance with the old desig- 
nations of Egyptian parties, when the government party represented the center. 


The Liberal Party's program calis the right-wing line of the party "liberalism." 
It espouses a policy of greater economic liberalization and calle for a drop in 
texes, encouragement of the Egyptian, Arab and foreign private sector, and broad- 
ened scope for investment for that sector. 


Thet ie not strange; the chairman of the Liberal Party, Muetafa Kamil Murad, is 
himself che chairman of the Investors’ Federation in Egypt. The party itself has 
presented an application for inclusion in the “international Liberalism" movement, 
which comprises 35 parties in various countries of the world. 


On the political level, however, although the Liberal Party endorses the Camp David 
agreements and considers them not a separate peace but a comprehensive framework 
for the solution of the Middle Bast issue, it stresses that Egypt is an inseparable 
pert of the Arab world and that a return of the water etween Egypt and the Arab 
world to its netural channels will be achieved soon, a.ong with a new meeting be- 
tween President al-Sadat and che Arab leaders. He also believes that if there is 
no Arab Palestine there will be no peace and stability in the Middle Bast. He 
also stresses chat there will be no normalization of relations between Egypt and 
Israel on the part of either the government or private sector as long as Israel 
does not agree to autonomy for the Palestinian people. 


In the domestic context, the Liberal Party demands that all political and relig- 
fous positions be by direct vote, including the positions of vice president, 
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governor, heads of town and village councils, the Sheik of al-Azhar and the 
muftt, 


The Parties Represent All Tendencies 


In an endeavor to analyze the thinking of the Liberal Party and determine ite posi- 
tion on the Egyptian opposition stage, it was necessary to conduct a political, 
economic and intellectual dialogue with che chairman of the party, Mr Mustafa 
Kamil Mured, 


The Liberal Perty chairman said, 


"The opposition in Egypt is proceeding along ite natural course. The parties 
start as newborn babies, then gradually become strong and develop by solving the 
masses’ problems through various party programs as they enter into successive 
People's Assembly or Consultative Council elections. 


"The new party experience in Egypt started about 5 years ago as platforms, then as 
parties. The current parties represent all intellectual trends and sources. The 
Liberal Party, for example, represents the free liberal tendency, the Workers’ 
Party represents the moderate socialist tendency, the Grouping Party represente 
the leftiat tendency and the National Party represents the center among these in- 
tellectual currents and sources. 


"The parties entered two electoral campaigns, in 1976 and 1979. We also embarked 
on the experience of Consulative Council elections last Thursday. 


"As regards the party papers, they are still weekly but have a specific coloring, 
expressing the programs of each party and the degree to which they may be applied 
to solving the problems of the masses. They also direct objective criticiem 
againet che government and consequentiy are the media pulse which represents the 
intellectual current of each party. We hope that the party papers will be turned 
into dailies. 


"In general, we can say that the effects of the party experience have appeared 
among Egyptian political men in the street in past years. This effect is still 
growing gradually, both from the parliamentary standpoint, since the party deputies 
in the People's Assembly direct questions and requests for information and conduct 
oversight over government activity, and also in terms of the political activities 
the parties perform, not to mention the views and programs published in the party 


papers. 


"The Liberal Party exercises its activity through its founding committees in the 
governorates, through its popular conferences (in order to be directly in touch 
with the masses), and also through the newspaper AL-AHRAR, which is the party 
organ, and its representatives in the Egyptian People's Assembly." 


Material Obstacles 


On the obstacles facing the party experience, Mustafa Kamil Murad said: 


"The Liberal Party and other opposition parties are facing many obstacles. These 
are natural for the stage of transition from a one- to milti-party system, because 
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people were not accustomed to a« proliferation of parties for more than 25 years 

and lived within the context of the system of the eingle party under ite various 
names--the Liberation Rally, the National Union, and the Socialist Union--especial- 
ly eince the generation of young people in Egypt had not experienced, and their 
memories were not conecious of, the experience of parties in Egypt before the 
revolution. 


"However, there naturally are numerous obstacles, including the material ones-- 
obetacles in terme of teseuing newspapers, printing them and financing them--and 
the obstacles of persuading certain executive officials in the various government 
agencies of the need for parties, considering that they are the democratic ex- 
pression of various viewpointe--there are all obstacles facing us, but they are 
diminishing as the days go by." 


Coordination within Specific Limits 
/Question/ Is there coordination among opposition parties? 


/Answer/ That takes place within specific limits. I cannot say that there is 
full coordination, or that there is a front of opposition parties, but from time 
to time it happens on some national issuer that we get in touch with one another 
to coordinate positions. 


For example, regarding the Consultative Council, the Workers’ and Grouping Parties 
refused to enter the elections, out of an objection to Articles Five and 13 of the 
council law, which etipulate that the candidate list, in order to succeed, obtain 
an absolute majority, while the perty obtains 5 percent of the total vote through- 
out the republic; these are difficult conditions which ic is hard for any opposi- 
tion party to meet. 


We, the Liberal Party, opposed these two articles, but did not join the Workers’ 
and Grouping Parties in boycotting the elections, and actuaily took part in them 
in a difficult atmosphere. However, regardless of winning or losing, that af- 
forded us an opportunity to publicize the party and ite programs and their applica- 
tion to the masses’ problems. This, in our opinion, is political action. It is 
much broader and more comprehensive than elections, which are transitory things 
that are repeated periodically, while the party is the principles and programs we 
are trying to carry out. 


There Is No Coalition 


/Question/ As contrasted with opposition parties, a ‘coalition’ has been formed 
which contains a group of public personalities, independents and members of vari- 
ous parties who are coordinated by Mr Mumtaz Nassar, People's Assembly member. 
Will you also be cooperating with him? 


/Answer/ There is no coalition. Mr Mumtaz Nassar is an independent who does not 
belong to any perty, and in Egypt now there are only four parties--the National 
Party, the Liberal Party, the Workers’ and the Grouping. There was a plan to 
establish the National Front Party, but it was not accepted and its founding mem- 
bers resorted to the judiciary to protest against the rejection of their application. 
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There La No Benefit in Opposition Abroad 


/Queation/ What te your appraisal of che Egyptian opposition outeide Egypt? le 
there any contact or coordination with it? 


/Anewer/ We cell people who engage in it, If you want tu take an opposition stand, 
come to Egypt and be in opposition inside it, among ite masses. Come establish a 
party and declare your opinions through that. 


A person who wante to fight must go to the battlefield. Anyone who wants to embark 
on a political struggle must come to Egypt and proclaim his party's program, reg- 
feter ic, draw up ite leadership groups and go into the popular field, as we have 
done, 


However, there ise no benefit or effectiveness in talking about foreign opposition, 
Ic ie true thac there are some restrictions on the formation of parties, and we do 
not agree with them, but they are not prohibitive restrictions. Fifty founding 
members can apply to form a party and, if their application is opposed, they can 
resort to the judiciary. 


Opposition existe inside Egypt and is organized. It has newspapers, committees 
and activities. 


We Will Join the Laternational Liberal Movement 


/Question/ Are there contacts between the Liberal Party and Other Arab and foreign 
parties? 


/Anewer/ There are numerous links with foreign parties. In addition, we receive 
delegations of their members in Egypt and send delegations to visit them abroad. 
We have applied to join the International Liberal Movement, which is a federation 
of liberal parties in the world; the secretary general of the federation came to 
Cairo and discussed the possibilities of joint cooperation with us. International 
liberalism is analogous to international socialism, and contains 35 parties from 
different countries in the world. 


We also have limited contacts with some Arab parties. 

120,000 Members 

/Question/ What is the size of the membership in the Liberal Party now? 

/Answer/ Our membership has now reached 120,000, in all governorates. 

/Question/ What are the most prominent principles and programs of the party? 
/Answer/ We believe in free trade, freedom of investment, low taxes, and per- 
mission for merchants to engage in the marketing and export of agricultural pro- 
ducts; we reject the system of compulsory cooperative marketing and ere trying to 
develop the Egyptian economy to rely primarily on the private sector and individual 


activity and have government activity restricted to utilities, the infrastructure 
and some heavy industries. 
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Political and Religious Positions through Election 


To chac ict ehould be added chat we emphasize Islamic law ase a basic source of leg- 
Lelatton because lalamic Law ie the mother of religious laws and is proper for all 
times and places. Therefore the law and the conetitution must arise from Lelamic 

law, if we find an Lelamic stipulation, we adopt it; if we do not find one, we re- 
ly on individual judgment and analogy in a manner which will achieve the citizens’ 
interests. 


In addition to that, we demand chat all political and religious positions, like 
the positione of president, vice president, governor, heads of town and village 
councils, the Shetk of al-Azhar and the mufti, be by direct election. 


A Religious Wing in the Party 


/Question/ There is now an Lelamic current in Egypt. Does the Liberal Party have 
a specific program in thie regard? 


/Answer/ We have a full program from the Islamic standpoint and have actually pre- 
sented drafts of laws to the People's Assembly to develop legislation in accordance 
with the provisions of Lelamic law. 


There is a religious wing in the party but we take a logical, broadminded view of 
these matters, not a fanatic, narrow one with a limited vision. Application of the 
provisions of [elamic law occurs through the constitutional method, by recommend- 
ing legal legislation which looks after it. A large number of young people from 
al-Azhar belong to the party, but | emphasize that we are not against other re- 
ligions; the true Moslem believes in other divine religions. 


Economic Liberalization Is a Sound Policy 


/Question/ In the economic context, considering that the party represents a lib- 
eral orientation, what is your appraisal of the policy of economic liberalization, 
with ite positive and negative aspects? 


/Answer/ Economic liberalization is a new policy which is aimed at benefiting 
from economic variables inside and outside Egypt in order to increase the volume 
of investments and expand the scope of our economic ~elations with various count- 
ries in the world. We are also trying to attract Egyptian savings abroad into in- 
vestment fields in Egypt, and che same is true as regards attracting Arab capital 
and benefiting from foreign technological and administrative expertise. 


The liberalization policy is based on making use of the domestic savings of Egyp- 
tians as well by eliminating existing obstacles, reducing taxes and giving the 
establishment of any project entering into the context of the liberalization policy 
tax exemptions for the first 5 years. 


Thie all aime at increasing investmente and consequently at increasing production, 
services and so forth. 


Liberalization, by this definition, is a sound policy for developing the Egyptian 
economy. Although some obstacles exist this is natural in the implementation of 








any new policy, but Chey are obstacles which can be overcome, To that one should 
add that some employees of government agencies do not believe in this policy or 
have a sympathetic grasp of ite content, or are not accustomed to engaging in it 
and therefore place procedural obstructions in its way. 


The Head of the Investors' Federation 


However, we take part in many conferences which gather investors together with 
people responsible for economic policy, like the latest conference which was held 
with the Egyptian deputy premier for economic affairs, Dr 'Abd-al-Razzaq 'Abd-al- 
Majid, which produced serious, vital recoumendations. I, as head of the Federation 
of Investors, am constantly meeting with officials to strive to reduce most of the 
obstacles in the way of the Liberalization policy, including the revision of some 
laws, 


Arab Investments Have Been Affected 


/Question/ Is there an increase in the volume of Kuwaiti and Arab investments in 
Egypt, or have they been affected by political factors? 


/Answer/ There is no doubt that they have been affected; although the volume of 
Arab investments is substantial, accounts for one third the investments, and has 
contributed more than $1 billion, the political circumstances between Egypt and 
the Arabs have had an effect on the anticipated increase in these investments, al- 
though they have not influenced existing projects. 


In general I believe that this is a temporary matter which will change when life 
between Egypt and the Arab world returns to its natural course, which, God will- 
ing, will |.appen soon. 


Development of the Public Sector 


/Question/ What is the position of the Liberal Party, with its liberal orienta- 
tions, toward the public sector in Egypt? 


/Anewer/ We are not against the public sector. It existe, and investments in it 
in the past 20 years came to roughly 20 billion pounds--that is, roughly, a billion 
a year. It accounts for talf the output and national income in the fields of agri- 
culture, industry, trade and services. It is necessary to devote attention to it, 
develop it, and eliminate the administrative and financial obstacles limiting 

ite activity. 


However, we demand the reform and development of the public sector. If there is 

a capital shortage in one of its companies, why don't we increase and put the in- 
crease up for subscription by the Bgyptian or foreign private sector? That will 
clearly reduce withdrawals from the banks, will reduce inflation and will give the 
company the freedom to move, act and cope with private sector competition. 


For about 5 years I have been calling for a system of holding companies as an alter- 
native to organizations; through the former, the government's ownership will be 
represented by the capital of homogeneous companies and it will coordinate them, 
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ineure them and perform economic studies on them and on their new projects. The 
government hae now adopted this notion, 


AL-AHRAR Newspaper 


/Questiton/ With respect to AL-AHRAR newspaper, are there restrictions on its 
freedom of expression and freedom to write? 


/Anewer/ There are no restrictions, We write what we want, etate our opinions 
with the utmost freedom and criticize the government, whether that pleases or 
angere the government, 


However, we do face financial problems, Financing a paper is not an easy matter. 
The newspaper incurs financial losses because ite advertising is scarce. The pub- 
lic governmental sector has most of the advertisements and gives us none--or some- 
times gives us just emall amounts. 


At the same time, we have projects to establish a special press and distribution 
house, because all party newspapers must have presses and distribution houses in 
order to guarantee that they reach the citizens, as we are now meeting numerous 
difficulties in the field of printing and distribution on the part of the nation- 
al papers. 


Egypt Belongs to the Arabs 


/Question/ In the context of politics, continuing your statement that water will 
soon return to its channels between Egypt and the Arabs, how will this happen? Are 
the circumstances propitious for that now? 


/Answer/ I believe that the circumstances are suitable at all times. Egypt is 
part of the Arab nation whether we like it or not. Egypt cannot be separated from 
the Arab world, and the Arab world cannot be separated from Egypt. We are all a 
single nation joined by historic, religious, linguistic, political and economic 
factors. All that has happened is a sort of temporary stagnation because of some 
disputes on political views. 


Most of our Arab brothers have not been in agreement with the peace agreement, con- 
sidering it a separate peace between Egypt and Israel which weakens the Palestinian 
cause, while we in Egypt state that the agreement is not a separate peace but rath- 
er that there are two agreements, one concerning Egypt and the other concerning the 
Palee*inian cause, which is the pith and essence of the matter. It is plain from 
the autonomy negotiations that Egypt endorses the Palestinian people's right to 
self-determination and is striving for that with every means; all that has happened 
is that we believe in the method of direct negotiecion, not negotiation through 
middlemen, so that it will be possible to get viewpoints across swiftly and effec- 
tively. However, we have neglected nothing either as regards Israeli withdrawal 

or Palestinian rights. 


Begin Might Incorporate the Bank 


Begin's obstinacy may be attributed to the fact that he does not enjoy an adequate 
parliamentary majority in the Knesset; his party has 62 out of 120 seats, a 
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majority of two only, and he te trying Co obtein a populer leraeli base through 
hie clgid positions, the latest of which wae the decree considering Jerusalem a 
capital of lereel, which the world community has rejected, 


Indeed, | expect that Begin will embark on more extremiet measures. He may declare 
the incorporation of the Weat Bank and Gaze into lerael, exploiting the present 
political apathy in the American administration and in Western Europe, However, 
all cheee measures will all be unilateral and will have no validity in internation- 
al lew. 


[| believe that an opportunity will soon arise for President al-Sadat to meet with 
Arab leaders, kings and presidente, since thie cloud of dispute came about as a 
result of a lack of clear vieton of the dimensione of Egyptian policy on the part 
of the Arab brettren. We are not etriving toward « separate peace~--otherwise, we 
would have concluded it « long time ago; rather, we are striving to break the 
paralyele and achieve peace in the area. 


A sound reading of Camp David reveals that it is an attempt to resolve the Middle 
Bast question in its entirety, and not just the Egyptian-Israeli problem, If there 
ia no Arab Palestine, there will be no peace or stability in the region. 


The Road Le Not Blocked 


/Queetion/ Do you consider that the Bgyptian-' <eeli negotiations have now reached 
e dead end?’ 


/Anewer/ I cannot say #0, but they have been stopped by « particular obstacle. 

in my opinion, it is possible to resolve and transcend the obstacles through polit- 
ical action. Politics has many various methods, the last of which is war, but 
there are many publicity methods and we must resort to them in all cases. 


The road of negotiation is not blocked, but it is rocky and we must transcend its 
obstacles. 


No Normalization of Relations 


/Question/ What in your opinion are the repercussions of the normalization of re- 
lations between Egypt and Iereel on the Egyptian economy? 


/Anewer/ No normalization in relations between Egypt and Lerael will occur until 
Iereel agrees to autonomy for the Palestinians. This is a firm position on the 
parce of all Egyptian parties, the ruling and the opposition ones alike. 


By normalization I mean ail economic, tourist, commercial and technological fields. 
Thue there will be no normalization on the part of either the private or the public 
sector until the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza exercize their right 
to legislation, administration and security, then state their opinion on self- 
determination through «a completely free referendum. 


/Question/ Won't the normalization freeze affect Israel's withdrawal from the 
other Egyptian territories in Sinai? 
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/Anew £/ We anticipate Lereeli etubboraness in withdrawing from Sinai, especially 
on Begin’s part, as he aepires to be « historical hero in Lereel, We realize chat 
the road to peace is not easy, but we will continue along it, 


/Queetion/ Hae the Liberal Party made any contact with Leraeli parties? 
/Anewer/ That hae not happened. I met the Leraeli ambassador to Egypt once, and 


I aleo met with some Iereeli journalists, but no relationships or contacts have 
occurred between the Liberal Party and leraeli parties. 
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POLITICAL: LNTERNAL AFFAIRS 


LABOR PARTY SYMPOSIUM EXPRESSES NOSTALGIA FOR NASIR 
Cairo AlL-SHA'B in Arabic 7 Oct 80 p 10 


/Accticle by Karam Sinnacah: “The Weekly Party Symposium: Socialiet Workers’ Party 
Obperves Jamal ‘Abd-al-Naeir Day: ‘Abd-@l-Nasic Was Fair to Workers and Peasants 
and Realized Socialist Party Principles" 


/Text/ Last Tuesday the Socialist Workers’ Party observed the LOth anniversary 

of /the death of/ the Late President Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. The party's weekly 
symposium was devoted to this observance, and many Socialist Workers’ Party leaders 
talked about Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir's achievements, stressing the party's loyalty to 
everyone who struggled and fought on behalf of Egypt. 


The ecatement by Eng [brahim Shukri, chaleman of the Socialist Workers’ Party, was 
a bouquet of flowers for the soul of one of the youths of “Young Egypt" who wore 
a green shirt and caused the greatest revolution in the history of the country to 
buret forth. 


Eaypt Leade the Arab Nation 


Eng [brahim Shukri etreseed that ‘Abd-al-Nasir created for Egypt @ position and « 
personality among the countries of the world and therefore it was able to emerge 
from the terrible battles it had waged against imperialiem triumphant and play an 
Arab, « nationalist, an Ielemic and an international role. 


He said, “Although «a number of excesses did occur, we cannot stop before these ex- 
cesses or hold him responsible for che mistakes of others. ‘Abd-al-Nasir managed 
to put forth many social changes peacefully, without bloodshed.” 


40 Pamilies Holding Seats in the Chamber of Deputies 


The opposition leader pointed out chat when he entered the Chamber of Deputies in 
1950, be found himself « stranger in the midst of a group which was said to repre- 


sent the people of Egypt. 


/He went on/ “That wae not how it was. It was a group which had to wear a Western 
coat and « particuler tie. Even Dr Nur-al-Din Tarraf, who entered the Chamber of 
Deputies with me, could not attend che inaugural session because he did not have «a 
Western coat! There were just 40 families occupying seats in the Chamber of 
Deputies at that time.” 
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Eng lbrehim Shukeri @eaid Chat when he went into the firet post 1952 chamber of 
deputies, half of whieh wae workere and peasants, he found the simple common 
clothes of the veal representatives of the people. 


Where Are Those Who Speak of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Interests? 


The opposition leader declared Chat it was necessary to preserve the essence of 
‘Abd-al-Neeir's principle of giving 50 percent of the seate in the chamber of 
deputies to workere and peasants. He said, “le te unfortunate that we do not hear 
@ sound today in The People's Assembly expressing the interests of the workers and 
peasants. We want the essence, not the form. Therefore we stipulate that those 
who represent the peasants in our program be peasante who farm the Land and that 
thoee who represent the workere be workers, not organization heads." 


The Tragedy of the People before the Revolution 


The hatrman of the Socialist Workers’ Party described what the workers and peas- 
ante of the Egyptian people suffered from before the revolution ee a tragedy in the 
context of feudaliem, and the main cause of the plagues and diseases they were sub- 
jected to were poverty and the low etandard of living. 


He said, “When ‘Abd-al-Nasir came, he created many social changes. We are proud 
that the revolution has carried out the program of the Socialiet Party, issuing 
the Land Reform Law which I presented to the Chamber of Deputies in 1950, though 
it remained in the Recommendations and Complaints Committee and was not able to go 
up to the competent committee; when the revolution occurred this law managed to 
eee the light of day. The Socialist Party program talked about the need to Egyp- 
tianize the Bgyptian economy, and the revolution occurred and realized this prin- 
ciple, nationalizing the Suez “anal which had been dug by the sweat and blood of 
the people of Egypt. Thue ‘Aba-al-Nasir was an executor of the ideas of the 
Socialist Party. Therefore, we, in commemorating him, salute all the ideas he 
participated with us in forging." 


Egypt in leolation 


Eng lbrahim Shukri said, “We do not want Egypt to be a neglected quantity with 
events going on around us while we do not move, with the fires of war flaring be- 
tween one Arab country and another Islamic country while we do not have any role, 
my opinion or any position! Por we have ceased to be responsible for one thing 
or another, and have become isolated from the Arab and Islamic peoples. Egypt 
ueed to lead these peoples in the past, in addition to the nonaligned countries. 
It must abandon ite subbornness. Egypt today is not playing the role it gust. In 
the ere of ‘Abd-al-Nasir it was not isolated from the Arab peoples and was not in 
such a situation; it was given great considere.ion. Even when we were afflicted 
with the 1967 defeat and ‘Abd-al-Nasir went to Khartoum, he was given the reception 
of a triumphant conqueror. ‘Abd-al-Nasir entered into battles on every level in 
order to achieve victory for Arabhood." 


Let Us Unite Our Ranke 


The opposition leader expressed hie receptivity to having the “Arab Nation Parcy" 
now being established join the Socialist Workers’ Pearcy and stressed that there 
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would be a unification of ranks and support for the role of the noble op, vaition 
in euch a merger, The Workers’ Party called for the unification of ranks of al) 
people with noble thoughts and free opinions for the sake of Egypt's progress and 
welfare, 


Abd-al-Nasic's Hietortic Role 


Rif'at al-Shahewl, secretary general of the Soctaliet Workers’ Party, talked about 
the historic role of Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nesir, He etated "The Workers’ Party appreci- 
ates thoee who offer Egypt and the Arab nation « etruggle and holy war, because we 
believe that the sequences of history are connected. In one sequence of thie hie- 
tory, before the revolution, Egypt lived through hard cCimes under the aegis of a 
foreign colonizer, a tyrannical king, corrupt, reactionary governments which suc- 
ceeded one another in power, and « group of feudaliste and capitaliete whom coloni- 
allem had selected to be ite inetrument in governing Egypt. Colontaliem imposed 

a falee independence upon Egypt in which Egyptians who were ite most fervent ene- 
mies ruled Ecype and faleified elections were held--resembling our recent elections, 
which brought in deputies who had no Link with the Egyptian people. In the midet 
of thie struggle and battle, led by # movement of young people believing in God 

and the people and not satiafied with their contempt and lowliness, there occurred 
a series of struggles and battled led by « movement of the young people of Egypt, 
the Young Egypt Movement, led by « young man no more than 22 years of age, Ahmad 
Husayn, around whom combative young men who made a pact to raise the banner of 
Egypt rallied. Many marctyre fell in cheir midst, among them ‘Abd-al-Hukm al- 
Jarrahi and ‘Abd-al-Hamid Murei; « young man whom God wished to be cured and bear 
the banner up to 1980 fell, and chat was [brahim Shukri. Colontalism tried to do 
away with thie movement by imprisoning ite leaders, but they came out of prison 

and returned again to the struggle and battle, embarking on one of the noblest 
struggles against feudaliem, reaction and the English. The colonialists arranged 
the Cairo fire to push Ahmad Husayn and his companions into prison, and a case was 
contrived against them, accusing them of fomenting the Cairo fire. While they were 
waiting to be sent to the guillotine a group of noble young Egyptian peasants and 
workers, the Free Officers, went out, declaring the unleashing of the revolution 
ageinet the monarchy, feudaliem and colontaliem, to consummate the Egyptian people's 
struggle. Thue Egypt was pregnant with revolution and che Free Officers were the 
doctor who delivered the foetus." 


Establishment of a Unified Arab State 


Rf'at al-Shahawi added, “After the revolution managed to expel colonialiem and the 
king, it presented a plan which [brahim Shukri had presented to the Chamber of 
Deputies, the agrarian reform law; the revolution occurred and passed that law. 
Colontaliem realized that ‘Abd-al-Nasir could establish the united national Arab 
state which would threaten colonialism and rekindle the call of Arab nationalism. 
Colonialism tried to destroy this national state but Egypt triumphed under the 
leadership of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, who was truly a leader of the Arab nation, and ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir continued to wage holy war and struggle for the sake of restoring Arab 
unity. However, his time came to an end. We in the Workers’ Party believe that 
‘Abd-al-Nasir was a bright link in the chain of the history of Egypt." 
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‘Abd-al-Naeic Realized the Hopes of the Workers 


Sayyid Rustam, People's Assembly member (al-Sahil Diecrict), spoke for the workers, 
pointing out that ‘Abd-al-Nasir wae fair to the workers through che July socialist 
laws, etipulating penetone and limiting work houre for them, The celebration of 
Workere' Day before the revolution wae « big crime, Then ‘Abd-al-Nasser came and 
turned | May of each year into an official holiday #o that the workere could take 
pare with their colleagues, the workers of the world, in celesrating their holiday, 
and he managed to spread quality among people, and workers and peasante came to 
have a future on whieh they could fix their hopes. 


The Postman's Son 


Hamli Ahmad, member of the People's Assembly (Bulaq District) said that ‘Abd-al- 
Nasir led the people of Egypt from the darkness into che light and that it is ade- 
quate praise of him to say that he led che greatest powerful national revolution-- 
aman who emerged from the loins of the Egyptian people to speak for Egypt in all 
areas of the world. 


‘Abd-al-Nasir and Art 


Concerning ‘Abd-al-Nasir's position on art, Hamdi Ahmad said chat ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
opened the opera to simple Egyptians who wore gallabeyyas whereas it had previous- 
ly been restricted to people in formal dress. 


He also eatablished 10 theatrical troupes which managed to put on plays which por- 
trayed the life of he peasants and the po ~-. 


Blood in Egypt's Veins 


Hamdi Ahmad added that ‘Abd-al-Nasir established factories which absorbed all the 
manpower in Egypt, and every person became confident in himself and in his home 
and bie children. [It te ‘Abd-al-Nasirc who established the citadel of industry in 
Eaypt; industry is the vital fluid, the lifeblood in the veins of Egypt, and with- 
out it Egypt would die of hunger. ‘Abd-al-Nasir managed to turn Egypt from a cot- 
ton plentation for England into « piantation of industry standing up to England. 


The Peoples’ Parliament Conference Stood in Mourning for ‘Abd-al-Nasir 


Concerning the internationa conference of the peoples’ parliament which held ite 
firet session in Sofia, Hamid ZLaydan, member of the Higher Executive Committee of 
the Soctaliet Workers’ Party and editor in chief of the newspaper AL-SHA'B, who 
represented the Socialist Workers’ Party at the conference, spoke, stating “This 
conference, which took place for the first time in the history of the world peace 
movement and represented all parties in the world, stood for | minute in mourning 
for Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. This shows the etatur ‘Abd-al-Nasir enjoyed in all areas 
of the world, We are commemorating ‘Abd-al-Nasir's day and epeaking about him 
with our minds before our hearts, because our party, whose roots extend more than 
50 years, hes passed through 41| stages of intellectual adolescence and therefore 
we are making our statement with the utmost ‘onviction, not worshiping a pereon, 
not deifying anyone and not outbidding for anyone.” 
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Nuclear War Threatens Egypt 


Hamid Zaydan pointed out that the peoples’ parliamen. conference discussed all ie- 
sues of the world, including “the fucure of internatic.al detente,” the etage which 
followed peaceful coexistence, The world ise now facing a problem of nuclear e@x- 
pansion and following the American presence on our territory at Ra's Banas, we have 
become aware that we are threatened with a nuclear war in which we have no hand, 
since we are nonaligned. Thue ‘Abd-al-Nasir showed the way for ue at the Bandung 
Conference and the nonaligned conferences." 


No to the Expression "Middle Easc" 


Hamid Zaydan added, “The conference discussed the Middle Bast problem, We object 
to that expression, which the American media have adopted and imposed on our media 
so that the problem will not be called by ite real name, which ie the Arab-Israeli 
atruggle, the Palestinian cause, or the Ieraeli occupation of Arab territories." 


The Conference Applauded Yasir ‘Arafat 


Hamid Zaydan expressed hie regret at che absence of the pulse of a united Arab 
position for a year and a half among the people of Egypt, because of the Egyptian 
media, which are not concerned with tranemitting the ideas of those whose cause it 
ie and their position on the Arab-Teraeli struggle. 


He pointed out that the newspaper AL-SHA'B published an interview with the Palestin- 
fan guerrilla Layla Khalid so that everyone would know that the Palestinians were 
people with @ cause. 


He added, "The peoples’ parliament conference applauded Yasir ‘Arafat seven times 
at length as he presented his cause and called upon the world conscience to defend 
the Palestinians on the occupied territories so that Palestinians and Jews «ould 
live in peace, free from designe and expansion. The conference applauded bessam 
al-Shak'ah, the mayor of Nabulus, three times; he had come to Europe to say that 
the Palestinian people stood behind the Palestine Liberation Organization, their 
sole legitimate representative. Bassam al-Shak'ah sat on a wheelchair because he 
had lost both lege in a vile racist Zionist act. The conference gave Bassam al- 
Shak'ah the firet medal granted to a world citizen by the conference in the name 
of Salvador Allende.” 


This Ie Democracy 


Hamid Zayden pointed out that Salvador Allende, the first Communist to attain power 
by democratic means, wanted to learn about ‘Abd-al-Nasir's experience in order to 
apply it to Chile and that a friend of Allende's told him that he had advised 
Allende to get rid of the generale who were putting obstacles in his way befo e they 
got rid of him. Allende replied that he came to power by democratic means, but the 
generals did away with him and killed him and hie friend after that! 


Why le the Ieraeli Flag Flying in Egypt's Skies? 


Ahmad Nasir, former People's Aseembly member and mewber of the Committee for the 
Defense of Freedoms in the Lawyers’ Union, said “On 28 September 1970, Arab flage 
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wore flying in the ekies of Egypt, and on the same day of 1980 we find the Leraeli 
flag flying in the skies of Egypt, but not the Arab flags!" 


Serious Celebrations and Silly Ones 


Pu'ad Nushi, member of che party's higher committee, pointed out, "This was the 
week of celebrations, Some of these celebrations, such_as_oure commemoration of 
Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir, were serious, while some of them /gic/, such as the National 
Party's celebration, with ite firet national conference, after it had occupied 
Cairo University, shut down the classes there, and mobilized the media in the form 
of the presse, radio and television to tranemit the conference's sessions, changed 
the name of Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir Hall and held only a minor celebration commorat ing 
‘Abd-al-Nasirat the central committee building which the ruling party had taken 
over by force." Fu'ad Nushi said “If we have celebrated the anniversary of ‘Abd- 
al-Naeirc ic ie because he was a Socialist Party youth going about in al-Manshiyah 
Square and found an enormous canopy where Ahmad Husayn was speaking, attacking the 
1936 treaty. ‘Abd-al-Nasir found the police trying to arrest Ahmad Husayn; they 
clashed with the people and arrested ‘Abd-al-Nasir as well, and he realized, while 
he was in prison, that the Socialist Workers’ Movement was a revolution of the 
Young, and he joined it and remained in it until he joined the War College, same 
as his colleague Hasan Ibrahim, who was dismissed and imprisoned because of his 
activity in Young Egypt. ‘Abd-al-Nasir and his comrades were active in distribut- 
ing the newspaper AL-ISHTIRAKIYAH and putting it in the offices of the army offic- 
ere, because they considered that our newspaper was the overt publication of the 
Free Officers’ revolution." 


Take Your Hande off the Media 


Fu'ad Nushi demanded that the ruling party take ite hands off the media, which it 
filled every day with illusory achievements at a time when we wanted to advertise 
the newspaper AL-SHA'B on television and they stipulated a number of stiff condi- 
tions for that. tHe also demanded the government to desist from holding festivals 
and celebrations in which the people's money was squandered and to sem the tanks 
and soldiere who had been training for weeks preparatory for the celebration com- 
memorating 6 October to Sinai if it could, now that it had contented itself with 
splitting Egypt up into parts, some of which the Egyptian army could enter and 
some of which it could not approach. 


Poor Exypt Has Become Fed up with Talk 


Shaykh [brahim al/Azzazi, member of the People's Assembly, spoke, expressing his 
sorrow at what had occurred in the recent Consultative Council elections, whose 
results were 100 percent pro-government. He said "It would have been better had 
the ruling party appointed whom it wanted without trying to bother anyone with 
the fact that there were elections. I am sad because | can imagine the feelings 
of the people working in the election committees, who bear che responsibilities 
for these elections.” 


He added, "The ruling party believes that people abroad do not know the truth 
about these elections, but they do; they even asked me in Europe, ‘Have you at- 
tained democracy or not?’ 
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"Poor Egypt hae been fed up with talk since the era of ‘Urabi and we have been 
speaking and standing ‘in your exalted place,’ trying to work and build for Egypt's 
sake, We have had enough talk and councils which only add to the financial burdens 
on the shoulders of the people," 





The Workers’ Party le the Citadel of Revolutionaries and Liberals 


‘Ali-al-Din Salih, representative of the founders of the Arab Nation Party, whe 
joined the Socialist Workers’ Party, declared that he was bringing Ibrahim Shukri 
the banner of the Nation Party, The leadership committee of the Arab Nation Party, 
which was in the process of being established, agreed to join and be merged into 
the Soctalist Workers’ Party because it had truly become a citadel for free revolu- 
tionaries, Among the members of thie party was a man who had refused the position 
of governor of al-Minya in order to receive [brahim Shukri, namely Staff of War 

Ma) Gen Muhammad Sidqi ‘Abd-al-Zahir, /He said/ "We came realizing that Ibrahim 
Shukri has become the only hope of Egypt, and that is testimony from the Arab 
Nation Party." 





For the young people, Jamil Hilmi Haddad, Bulaq youth secretary, spoke: "If it 

had not been for ‘Abd-al-Nasir the overwhelming majority of the young people of 
Egypt would not have been educated. ‘Abd-al-Nasir was able to sense the feelings 
and the conscience of the citizens of the Arab nation, they adopted him as a symbol 
of their unity, and he fell a martyr struggling for the sake of Arab unity.” 
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POLITICAL: INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


NATLONAL GROUPING PARTY REVIEWS PROVINCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Cairo AL-TAQADDUM in Arabic 16 Oct 80 pp 13, 14 
/Article: "Broad Discussions on Mase Activity" / 


/Text/ The Mase Action Committee, at a joint meeting with province bureau and mase 
action secretaries, discussed the extent of the implementation of the party's mass 
action program in the last 3 monthe (July, August and September) in preparation 
for the central committee meeting in November. 


Tue reports and discussions comprised a group of important activities, including: 
Central Workers’ Committee Counteracts Free Federation 


In the Central Workers’ Office, a review was made of the most important achieve- 
ments in the recent period. The most important of these were the formation of an 
expanded action committee for the bureau secretariat and main committees and the 
formation of offices in the Governorates of Suez and al-Gharbiyah. The office also 
{esued a statement on confronting the attempt to incorporate three general unions 
into the Free Workers’ Federation. 


The Bureau of Writers, Literary Figures and Artists: Conference of a Front for 
Egyptian Intellectuals 


The Bureau of Writers, Liberary Figures and Artists discussed preliminary steps to 
convene a front conference containing all Egyptian intellectuals, with the proviso 
that the conference be concerned essentially with intellectuals’ issues of living 
and democracy and problems of their emigration. 


The bureau will continue to study the subject from all angles and will prepare a 
detailed paper on it preparatory to presenting it before the party Mass Action 
Committee and Central Secretariat. 


A Cultural Magazine 
The bureau has issued a literary portfolio for new innovators under the name of 


MUHAWALA!!. Ite first iseve has come out and the second issue will come out 
thie month. 
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The Committee for the Defense of National Culture has lesued two studies to con- 
front the Zlontet threac to cuiture in Egypt. Ie is now preparing a comprehensive 
etudy of educationa conditions in Egypt, and che Bureau is performing a compre- 
hensive reformulation of the party's political program in simplified artistic etyle. 


The Literary Club 


A board of directors has been drawn up for the Literary Club, which will etarc ite 
activicy thie month, 


The Women's Bureau: Preparation for the Founding Conference of the Progressive 
Wowen's Federation 


The Women's Bureau is currently preparing to hold che founding conference of the 
Progressive Women's Federation (the women's wing of the party). Three committees 
have been formed to prepare the general political report, the program and che bill, 
and a fourth committee will be formed for children. The program committee has 
finished preparing ite report. 


In addition, the bureau is preparing to issue a sporadic publication concerned 
with the tseves of Egyptian women. 


The Women's Bureau reviewed ite activities in the recent stage. From the organiza- 
tional standpoint, bureaus have been formed in the Governorates of Cairo, al-Jizah, 
and al-Gharbiyah. In the sphere of mass activity, the bureau has conducted a broad 
discussion of the meat problem and a publicity campaign against [eraeli goods, and 
female members of the bureau in al-Zaytun have established a course to teach tail- 
oring. In che field of foreign activity, Mre. Nawlah Darwish, secretary of the 
Cairo Bureau, participated in the proceedings of the International Women's Confer- 
ence held in Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark. In the Vanguard field, a 2-week 
work camp has been set up in the party headquarters in Suez, and 50 Vanguard men- 
bers participated in che Suez summer camp. 


al-Fayyum: Party Publications on Cassette Tapes 


The Mase Action Committee in al-Fayyum performed a pilot experiment in the field 
of tape recorder use, recording the most important party documents on cassette 
tapes and distributing these. Last Ramadan the party also held a group of sympos- 
iums and meetings in numerous villages of the governorate. 


The police prevented the party from celebrating Peasants’ Day and imposed a tre- 
mendous blockade on the village. 


The al-Fayyum Governorate committee is preparing to open a free medical clinic, 
and the Mass Action Committee will hold a« party to honor party members who are 
veterans of the glorious October war. 


Qina: Contributions To Establish a Health Unit 


The Qina Governorate committee has started collecting contributions with the ob- 
jective of establishing a health unit. The funds collected so far come to /00 
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pounds, The governorate committee also held a number of parties during the month 
of Ramadan and the Cheater troupe Che party established in Qina presented a number 
of dramatic performances, The party unic in Armant aleo held a sporting event, and 
there the party observed the lO0th anniversary of the death of the immortal leader 
Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


al-Sharqiyah: Celebration of Ahmad 'Urabi Day 


The Maes Action Committee in al-Sharqiyah reviewed its activity over the past 3 
months. The moet prominent activity was che political conference attended by the 
secretary general of the party, Khalid Muhyi-al-Din. A Large number of citizens 
heard his etatement over loudspeakers hung about the party headquarters on ‘Urabi 
Square in al-Zaqaziq. There was aleo the party's celebration of National al- 
Sharqiyah Day, which occurred on 9 September, anniversary of the ‘Urabi Revolution. 
An evening of the arts was held and was attended by a number of poete and the 
nationalist singer Shaykh Imam ‘Isa. A number of various gatherings were held by 
the party committee in its headquarters in al-Zaqaziq. 


Cairo: Activity in al-Saytun 


Cairo helped by preparing for two conferences whose convening was prevented by the 
Ministry of the Interior in al-Wayili and Hilwan on the occasion of the 10th anni- 
versary of the death of the leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


Cairo also opened the Literary Club in the party's headquarters in east Cairo (al- 
Zaytun), along with bodybuilding classes and a tailoring school in the same head- 
quarters. In the al-Ma'adi section, our party members made a petition campaign 
among residents of the Dar al-Salam area to protest against the inhuman Living 
con tions the area is experiencing, most prominent of which is the permanent sew- 
age verflow. Copies of the petitions were sent to responsible administrative and 
government bodies. 


al-Gharbiyah: A Campaign against Laws Restricting Freedoms 


In al-Gharbiyah, mass action committee and branches were formed and a mass action 
program was prepared through the end of December including the holding of a mass 
conference at the end of this year. The commitree made a campaign against laws 
restricting freedoms through the al-Gharbiyah Committee to Defend Freedoms and the 
publication AL-AHALI AL-GHARBIYAH. 


A legal consultation and social security office was also formed which will offer 
free services to citizens and will be supervised by the lawyer Mr Fu'ad al-Fiqi. 


Damanhur: Statement on the Consultative Elections 


The governorate's mass action committee was formed and the committee helped pre- 
pare and hold the greet political conference of Damanhur on the occasion of the 
celebrations of °3 July Revolution day. The party also issued statements printed 
in the governorate regarding the position on the Consultative Council elections. 
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al-Minya: Petition Campaign To Betablish Consumer Society 


The party in al-Minya dietributed party statements and a review of its views on 
all Lesues concerning the nation and the people. 


The mass action conmittee held a celebration on the lOth anniversary of the death 
of the leader ‘'Abd-al-Nasir. It also prepared a map of social and political forces 
in the governorate and adjacent villages. 


A broad petition campaign is underway to regret the establishment of consumer com- 
piexes in common areas which lack them, 
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POLITICAL; INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION CONDEMNS CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Cairo AL-AHRARK in Arabic 29 Sep 80 p 3 


/Article by Wahid Ghazi: "The Results of the Consultative Elections Were Not a 
Surprise''/ 


/Text/ We were not surprised at the resulte of the Consultative Council elections. 
The Liberal Party, with its various organizations, had expected that the ruling 
National Party would win all the seate. We had been expecting that since the ap- 
proval of the draft Consultative Riection Law, with ite Article 13, which has 
gained among the opposition parties a notoriety no less than that of Resolution 
242 which the Security Council issued stressing the need for Israel to withdraw 
aftec the 1967 war--the difference being that the Security Council resolution has 
not been implemented, while Article 13 has been implemented most exactly! 


I can assert with complete confidence that if Article 13 had been placed by God's 
will alongside the articles in the People's Assembly Election Law, it would have 

guaranteed that the People's Assembly was purged of opposition and would have as- 
sured the ruling party, be its name national or non-national, all the seats in it. 


Article 13 stipulates that victory in che elections will be by absolute majority, 
thet is, by acquisition of more than half the number of voters. That is a logical 
condition in the system of electing individuals where a number of competing candi- 
dates present themselves. 


However, the democratic countries whose political system is based on the foundation 
of a multiplicity of parties sometimes give greater opportunities to minority 
parties to enter parliaments by the system of proportional representation, through 
election by lists. 


The National Party government wanted to copy from the two systems in a manner that 
would achieve two contradictory goals: 


First, to declare the adoption of the system of election by list resembling the 
system in democratic countries which give greater opportunities t~ opposition 
parties. 


Second, to deprive the opposition parties from entering the Consultative Council. 
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What Did the Gevernment Da? 


From (he syetem of “victory by abeolute majority tn individual elections” it 
siopted ihe firet part, thet te, “vietory by abeolute majority,” elone, and, in 
the face of the eyetem of “proportional representation through election .y Liete” 
it took the leet part elone, that ie, “election by liete,.” Lt thus came to have 
a Hew blend, which resulced from a newly devieed system, that of “stipulating vie 
tory by abeclute majority through en election by Liete!" Then, to that newly de- 
vieed syetem, the government edded the condition that the party obtain 5 percent 
of the totel valid votes throughout the republic, 


The Strange Resulte of the Newly Pevised bystew 


in order (Oe eecertain whet thie newly devieed seyetem might lead to, we can give 

an example of @ dletrict with @ million votere to which 10 Consultative Ce veil 
eeate are allotted, tn thie dleteict, elections are held between the ruling party 
and another perty through the eyetem of Liete (each party hese a@ List consieting of 
ite candidates). The ruling party obteine 600,000 votes and the other party ob- 
teine 400,000, According to the system of proportional representation, the ruling 
perty le supposed to obtain six seats in the Consultative Counet! and the other 
party four, 


Meanwhile, eccording to the eyetem the goverrment hese devised, the ruling party, 
which hase obtained 600,000 votes, obtains the 10 seats and leaves the other party, 
which hes obteined 600,000 votes, none. twen if this party obteins 499,000 vo-.es 
it will not get one seat, a6 long a6 the gumber of votes its Liet of candidates 
obteine te lees than half, by even one vote! 


Demand for the Abrogation of Article 1) 


The Liberal Party wae the firet opposition party in Egypt to warn of the danger of 
thie newly-devieed syetes for Consultative Council elections and to protest against 
it. The Seeretariat General of the party held en emergency meeting on the morning 
of Saturday 14 June, houre after the Consultative Council Election Law draft was 
presented. The Secreteriat General stressed, at ite apeting, that Article 1} of 
the law, which etipuleted the eequisition of an abetiute majority in elections by 
jiet, violated the democratic eysetes in Egypt. The party's Secretariat General 
demanded the ebrogetion of thie erticle at once and demanded the abrogetion of the 
condition that the party ob.ein 5 percent of the totel valid votes throughout the 
republic, becauee thet wou d prevent the opposition party from entering the Con- 
sultetive Council even in povernorates where it obteined more than 50 percent of 
the vote of the voters a8 long a8 it did not obtein 5 percent of the totel vote 
of votere throughout the republic. A party which prevei's over the condition of 
an absolute majority in some governorates wi not prevai! over the 5 percent re- 
striction, 





Last 16 June the newspaper Al -AMMAR came out with headlines “Oppositio: Deprived 
from Betering Consultative Council” and “Need To Revise Election Law To Cive other 
Views « Chance.” 


However, the government ineieted on ite etend and presented the draft law to the 
People's Assembly without @odificetion. 
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During the People's Assembly diseussion of the draft, the female deputy Ulfat Kamil, 
representative of the Liberal Party, declared the party's opposition to Article 1) 
acd demanded that it be amended, but the echaleman of the People's Assembly and the 
hationel Party deputles cefueed, During the vote on Article 15, Ulfat Kamil and 
Liberal deputy Mulammad Mahmud leme'il withdrew from the assembly hall, ae did the 
Workers’ Party deputies, in protest, 


The Workers’ Party declared « boyeott of the Consultative Council elections and 
te grouping Party took Che same position, 


Nowever, the Liberal Party decided to eurtinue ite attenpte to the end, The party 
hecretariat General held an emergency meeting chaired by Mustafa Kami Murad in 
whieh the latter urged President al-Sedet to use hie constitutional fights, protest 
ageinet the draft law and send it back to the People's Assembly for modification, 
The party's permanent council held @ meeting in whieh it decided to wait until the 
em! of the pet.iad during whieh the conetitution permite the president to return the 
draft to the People's Assembly for modification, Nowever, the constitutional per- 
lod paseed and the draft became « valid Law, 


Juaetiftications for Entering the Blection Campaign 


On the morning of WO July, the permanent council of the Liberal Party held an 
emergency meeting chaired by Mustafa Kamil Mured in which it reviewed two party 
members view, one of which wae to enter the elections in spite of the government's 
ineletence that Arcicle 1) net be amended and the other of which wae to boyeott the 
elections in protest against the government stand, Each side presented ite view 
and the floor was given to 30 members, 16 of whom supported and 14 of whom opposed 
participation in the elections. A vote wes taken and the result was agreement to 
enter into the elections by « majority of 39 to 21. The majority backed up ite 
view on entering the elections with # number of justifications, most significant 

of which were: 


Firat, boycotting the consultative elections .6 @ negative position, and negative 
positions are not the Liberals’ etyle. We have declared our position inside and 
outside the People's Aseembiy, have edbered to it, and have declared the disad- 
vanteges and dangere of stipulating an absolute majority in accordance with 
Article 1). That in teeelf is « etand. However, thet does not mean that we do 
not appreciate the position the other opposition parties adopted on the boycott; 
each party hae ite etyle. 


Second, entering the elections would in practice underline the party's point of 
view to the effect that the Coneultetive Council Elections Law guaranteed that the 
opposition would be deprived from entering the council, “since how can the results 
the party enticipetes from the application of Article 1} be proved without having 
the party enter the election caspaign’” 


Thie te wheat AL-AHRAR published in ite iesue of Monday 26 July, that is, 2 months 
before the elections were held. Thies emphasizes thet the election results de- 
cleared last Fridey were absolutely oo surprise to us. 
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The Maneuver Wae « heal Surpriece 


Nowever, the euepriee really lay in Che maneuver to whieh the National Party ex» 
posed ue, When doore were opened to candidacy, we met every form of encouragement 
from the offielale, The security departments in the guvernorates gave the Liberal 
Candidates « welcoming reception and offered them every facility to complete the 
meaeuree and nomination papere. in fact, som National Party leadere were polite 
ly wondering, “Why don't you enter the elections in ail governorates, ‘netead of 
restricting yourself to 127?" That wae to lead ue Co imagine that there wae « ten 
dency to prove the opposite of what the opposition hed declared, whieh wae that 
the purpose in promulgating Article 1) wae to deprive the opposition from entering 
the Consultative Council, 


We Entered the Trap and the Treatment Changed 


However, #@ soon a8 the doore to the candidacy were closed and it wae no longer 
permissible to withdraw, the Creatment changed, It wae ae if we had entered « 
trap and, a# the popu Lar saying hae, it going inte the bath was no longer the sam 
ae coming out of it! The media ignored our candidates. When some lines were pudb- 
liehed in the national presse, it wae clear that they were being published in ridi- 
cule! When the party ireteted on useing ite rights, to take part in the political 
dialogue on television, if only during the election period, the party chairman wae 
allowed to make « quick stetement in which he wae not able to present one element 
of the party program. Obstacles were aleo placed during che convening of the con- 
ferences, the use of amp.ifiers and the hanging of banners publici#ing the can- 
didatesr. 


The picture beceme totelly clear leet Thureday when we stood before the ballot 
bones to vote end conduct resulted which etreseed in « manner leaving no doubt 
thet the ruling perty did not encourage us to enter the elections out of love for 
democracy but that they wanted « perty to defeat, and that from the standpoint of 
form that would be better than « victory without contest in all governorates’ 
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POLITICAL, 





LATERNAL APPALRS 


LIABRALS FLAY COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 
Cairo AL AMMAR in Arable 6 Oet 80 © 1 








/Aeticle “Strange Discrepancies in the Consultative Council Bleetion Resuite”/ 





Text / The reevite of the Coneultetive Council elections reveal strange discrep: 
ancies, 





Deta publilehed by the domestic presse the Saturday before last mentioned high per- 
centages of votes and stressed that the National Party hed acquired them, By add- 
ing theese high percentages to the low ones which the Minietry of the Interior as- 
eerted the Liberal Perty obtained, it te clear that the number of valid votes in 

* number of governorates wae lerger than the totel number of voters in then!" 







In al-Qalyublyeh Governorate, for exemple, the data published by the domestic 
presse Saturday 2) September etreseed that the National Party obtained 96.5 percent 
of the number of valid votes, while the Liberal Party in the same governorate ob- 
tained 3.59 percent. Thue the percentage of all the valid votes in the district 
came to 102 percent! 






















In al-Sherqiyeh Governorate the dete ciated thet the National Party obteined 97 
percent and that the Liberal Perty ooteined 4.71 percent, meaning that the percent: 
ege of valid votes in the district came to 101.71 percent! 









in al Bubsyrah Governorate, the date stressed that the National Party obtained 
96.5 percent while the Liberal Party obteined 7.86 percent--thet is, the race of 
valid votes in the district wee 104 M percent! 


In the Governorate of Suez, the dete underlined thet the National Party obtained 
96 percent of the valid votes while the Liberal Party obteined 19.68 percen’-~- that 
ie, the ratio of valid votes in the Dietrict of Suet came to 115.68 percent of the 
total votes in the district! 


in al-Payyum, the date claimed thet the National Party obtained 95 percent while 
the Liberal Party obtained 6.53 percent, thet ise, the ratio of valid votes in the 
dietrict came to 101.5) percent! 














in the Governorate of Beant Suwayf, the date etreseed that the Nationel Party 
obtained 99 percent of the valid votes while the Liberal Party obtained 41,24 
percent= that ie, the ratio of valid votes in Bani Guwayf came to 102,24 percent! 


Lise? 
CHO, «802 
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POLITICAL;  INTRRANAL APFALAS 


MOSLEM THRORETICLAN CALLS FOR RECOGNITION, WARNS OF EXTREMISM 
Calico AL-DA'WAN Ln Arable Oct 90 pp 46-48 


/prticis by Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qeddue: “The Dangere of Oppreseing Che Lalamic 
Groupe” 


/‘Text/ The new academic year in the vaeriove universities hase etarted, The ques- 
tion whieh raleee iteelf on thie occasion is: Will the grave oppression which 
hae faced the lelamic societies in the past few years be repeated on the part of 
the verlouse agencies of the authorities? Or will the government etrive to turn « 
new leaf with Cheee pure, sincere, religious youths, and conduct « dialogue with 
them in order to underetand their viewpoints and encourage them to proceed in thie 
direction -the direction of faith, righteousness and religious devotion’ 


Importance of the Lelamic Socteties 


De ‘Adil Sadiq, aeetetant professor of peychiatry at ‘Ayn Shame University, says 
that the main motive for the establishment of theese societies is ite members’ feel- 
ing that the soctety, with ite various inetitutions, religious, educational, infor- 
mationel and others ie not playing the proper role toward religion which most of 
the members of thie people believe in. It te not possible for people who ere suf- 
fering {rom complexes or introversion or ere terrorists, as their enemies claim, 


to relly about Chie great goal. That talk is reckless, uncommitteed and biased, 
and, aseuming /it ie baseless/ good will, has been made without reflection or close 
@tudy. 


Dr ‘Adil Sadiq adds, “We cannot sey that ore can dispense with the Ielamic soci- 
eties on the precext chat al-Agher or the echolere of lelem are playing the same 
part that theee societies play. The establishment of the lelamic societies occurs 
when sincere peopie feel thet there te « shortcoming in guidance and orientation 
on the parc of the echolare and inetitutions performing thie function. I do not 
think that there would be « need or call to establish such societies if al-Aghar 
wee performing ite function in the beet way and if the echool was laying ite 
leading role in deepening the concepte end teachings of religion in the epirite 
of the young, if the media were committed truthfully, honestly end sincerely to 
the epirit and teachings of the true religion, and if echitophrenia which the re- 
ligtous people ere suffering from between corrupt reality and what the teachings 
of religion stipulate ended.” 




















De ‘leam al-'leyan, medical graduate in Cairo, saye "Those who wish to ask ‘Why 

the lelamic societies?’ must firet ask ‘Why religion in people's lives?’ The 
siewer te that it le the eternal appeal of the soul and, no matter how great the 
atlempte Co weaken ite effect are, it muet prevail over Chese obstacles and ob- 
sirvetions,” De ‘Leam al: 'leyan goes on to say, "The blessed men of the revolution 
have tried to divert people from God's religion, sometimes by picking quarrele with 
Lt, sometimes by tnfllecing puniehment on ite adherents, They have tried to sub- 
etituce the Charter and soctaliem for religion, What have all these attempts pro- 
duced’ Theiler result te that Che revolutionary generation is the generation which 
hes rushed forcefully toward Lelam,” 


De ‘leam al-'Leyan adds, “The establishment of Lelanac societies hae occurred in 
application of the call to faith, and great almighty God has commanded that, stat- 
ing in hie holy book “Let there be @ nation from you calling for the good, com- 
manding the acceptable and prohibiting the unacceptable, and ite membere will be 
prosperous.” He informed ue that there is no salvation from loss except by exhort- 
ing what te cight and exhortating patience, That cannot take place completely ex- 
cept through society: “The era is that there is loss to mankind except for those 
whe belleve, do yood works, exhort what is right and exhort patience,” 


The eetabliehment of the lelamic societies te the call of reality, ae De ‘leam al- 
‘Ieyan eaya--the ceality which has become very estranged from Lelam and has devi- 
ated (rom God's path through those taported beliefe of socialiem, communiem, 
exiatentialieom, capitaliem and eo forth, which have brought upon our nation only 
the confueton, harm and disasters which have befallen use in succession, starting 
with che dleaster of 1948, then 1967, along with moral and economic disasters. 


De ‘leam al-'Iryan aske the government an important question: Why does it allow 
verious groupings such as the Rotary Club, which are suspicious clubs, in order to 
realize various ideologies while Moslems are prohibited from gathering together 
under the banner of Islam to work for the attainment of Islam in people's lives? 


Dr tilimt Murad, former People's Assembly member and professor of law and economics, 
aays, “Young people's call to adhere devoutly to religion and be moulded by the 
nature true lelem ie « necessary call and must be a citadel for our young people 
against deviation and orientation toward folly, shamelesenese and the commission 
of grave crimes. Therefore, to embrace that kind of call and to orient it proper- 
ly will bring assured benefic to our country by rearing the rising generations in 
the proper manner, disseminating the spirit of piety, graciousness, bravery and 
truth in the ranks of our society, end showing seal for God's pleasure in our deal- 
ings and conduct. That ie the thing we need most intensely these days in order to 
rectify the corruption and wantonness which has become widespread among us, if we 
are serious about the cause of building the nation.” 


Vain Calumnies 


Dr ‘leam al-‘Iryan replies to the calumnies stirred up by the authorities against 
the lelamic societies in an attempt to mobilize public opinion against them, such 
as the statement chat their members are trying to impose their views and dominance 
over the other students. Dr ‘Ieam ai-‘Iryan says “We wonder what power and author- 
ity the Ilelemic society has to ispose ite views on others. They have only evidence 
and proof and follow the commands of almighty God, who said in his holy book “Call 
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for the path of your lord wisely and with good exhortation and argue ageinet them 
with what te the beet.” The Lelamic Soctety wember goes on to say that Che prac: 
tical response to Chat charge was the outcome of the student federation elections, 
where Chere wae no violence or terror, These resulte clearly ehow the degree to 
which the etudente rallied around che Lelamic societies without pressure or com: 
pulelon, They obtained more Chan 90 percent of the votes and Cheir members entered 
the republic's federation of students and dominated ic totally uncil the government 
revieed che bill to prevent it through diectetorship and terror, ‘leam al-'Iryan 
saye “We are only demanding total freedom for ourselves and others. The university 
arene, which had been Cilled with Nesirites and communiete, has witnessed that no 
volce te louder than the voice of truth, the voice of lelam, when freedom is 
present,” 


On the relationship of members of Llelamic societies to their professors, the member 
of the Lalamic Society says, “They are the best of relations, and this ie because 
they know that their superiority in their atudies is essential, Therefore every 
year you will see chat many of them are appointed lecturers in the various faculties 
because they are at che top of their classes. These are relations based on respect 
and appreciation for these professors. Ae for the members of the faculty who are 
communiate or benefictaries, thelr hearte have been filled with resentment against 
the membere of the Laeleamic societies and therefore they provoke them. However, our 
brothers do not respond to these provocations.” Dr ‘leam al-'Iryan responds to the 
calummnious oft-repeated statement that religious youths are etriving to seduce 
their families and associates by saying “These perverse notions absolutely do not 
represent the Lelamic Society. Rather, it fights againet them with full force, 
like seduction and excess in preaching religious jurisprudence and provisions on 
what ie allowable and what is prohibited lacking any jurisprudence or knowledge. 

Ic is certain that the young Moslem’ relations with thetic families are absolutely 
among the best, but those who resent us exploit perverse situations in this regard 
and blow them up, with the intention of distorting our ideas among religious-minded 
people in order to turn them from rallying around us. What an absurd idea!" 


Stran,er yet are the charges which have recently beer d. rected ageinet the soctety 
to the effect that Moslem girls must seek the permissicn of the commander of the 
society to marry and that he has the right to refuse. Or ‘Ieam al-'Iryan, comment- 
ing on this charge, saye “It is one of the good accomp ishments which the Islamic 
society has achieved and one that has received accepteaice from young people and 
various families, to marry early in order to meet one's needs in « lawful, chaste 
manner, and che prattle chat is said on eieters' seeking the society commander's 
permission cegerding marriage is not correct. Rathe, the fact is that Islam or- 
dere ite subjects upon marriage to examine the cond‘tions of religion from the 
standpoint of the husband and the wife both. Therefore, eomeone who is heediess 

of the teachings of Lelam might come forward to marry a Moslem sister, she might 
reject bim, and it will be said that it must have been the commander of the society 
who directed her to do that. That is# not correct, because in the Islamic Society 
there is a complete break between the activities of the young men and the activi- 
ties of the sisters.” Among the old charges leveled against members of the 

Ielemic societies is the accusation that they are anxious to adhere to appearances 
and form, such as @ concern to grow beards and wear gellabeyyas. Dr ‘Isam al- 
‘Iryen responds to that by saying “growing a beard is a certified custom which 

none of the learned scholars denies, and the gallabeyya was the most beloved of 
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garments to the prophe.--may God's peace and blessings be upon him, Moreover, it 
ie @ personel matter which it i# not proper to interfere in and everyone has the 
right Co \eer wheat makes him comfortable,” 


De ‘Adil Sadiq commence on that by saying that the outer form complements the es 

sence and that there ie nothing wrong with a young man's being concerned with hie 

outer appearance and being anxious to keep it Ielamic, a@ long a8 hie greatest at~ 
tention te ortented toward bie essence, 


No to Pollce Terror 


One of the greatest mistakes Co which the government can fall prey te to make the 
only etyle for dealing with lelamic groupe one of terror, reaetriction and oppression 
of thete members and to attempt to do away with them, 


The great scholar of prophetic sayings and doings, hie eminence Shaykh Najib al- 
Mutt't, enumerates the enormous negative resulte derived from that in spreading 
feat and negativiem about the whole society and spreading about decadence as Long 
ae religious devotion te considered « crime by the authorities and moral depravity 
ie condoned, in fact encouraged. Oppressing [elamic societies opens the way for 
Communteam and all other destructive creeds to infiltrate into the minds of the 
manees and makes che regime etand on dictatorship and terror. 


Hie eminence Shaykh Najib al-Muci't directs advice to officials by stating “They 
must give attention co thie goodwill, protect it and adopt wise measures in dealing 
with mattere which might appear and cause anxiety to their comfort. Thus the guard- 
fane in the government will be on a footing with the pious and with the teachers 

and not with the corrupt who sow corruption on earth. We have seen what the results 
of war againet the callers to God were in the era of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, in the form of 
dissipation of morality and the spread of corruption, bribery, pillage, theft, 
hypocrisy and social climbing, from which terrible crimes arose." 








Dr ‘Adil Sadiq, assistant professor of psychiatry at ‘Ayn Shams University, says 
"The sound method for dealing with the Islamic societies is to try to draw close 

to them, underetend them and orient them toward the proper path. That ie the func- 
tion of the political authorities, che learned men of Ielam, the university pro- 
fessore and the media. Police methods in dealing with Islamic groups will engender 
@ violent reaction among them, and they will not lack the means to gather in secret 
organizations with che goal of protecting themselves and attacking those who attack 
them. The government will be reeponsible for the headlong rush of the young along 
the wrong path. ‘Loung people need sincere, understanding people to deal with them; 
they do not need policement. If we leave it up to the Minietry of the Interior to 
deal with members of religious groups, that will te a major calamity.” 


Dr Muharmad Hilmi Murad, former People's Assembly member, says, “Resorting to 
methode of repression and coercion against devout people is not to be considered an 
upright method for diverting t»em from their path or modifying the lines of their 
progress. tInetead, these means increase their ineistence on their call and adher- 
ence to their viewpoint, increasing their belief that the authorities are fighting 
againet che [elem they are calling for, causing them to hate the authoricies and 
stand against them, disdaining che different types of punishment or vexations to 
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which they might be exposed, preparing to sacrifice themselves in order to defend 
God's juetice and believing chat chey will be fulfilling their cights on earch or 
in the hereeftter, 


"Pollce methods have the effect of making some members of Chese groupe which oper- 
ate in daylight in legel fashion go perforce into hiding in order to escape punish 
ment and persecution and work in che dark by illegal means in order to defend them- 
selves and the bellef they adhere to," 


De Nilei Mured goes on to say, “Those calling for God were exposed to the most 
severe form of tribulation in the previous era; nonetheless, that did not turn 
them away from their religion, and « new generation emerged, more intensely devoted 
to lelam than at any time in che past.” 


The former People's Assembly member calle for the government to provide the circum: 
stances for the existence of upright Lelamic leadership in which the people in gen- 
eral and young Moslems in particular will believe, which will not be appointed in 
an official fashion under the aegie of the ruling authorities, in order to deter 
any suepiclon Chat Cheir opinions and orientations iesue from pressure from these 
authorities, Therefore we need to have assignment to higher religious positions 
euch as that of the jheik of al-Agher and the qufti occur by election by senior 
echolare and to have religious scholars enjoy iomunity as judges do and not be op- 
pressed on account of their views or have the government work to estrange those who 
are sincere and attract others.” 


Dr Hilmi Murad says, “It le necessary to recognize the legality of the religious 
aroups which are calling for God wisely, by proselytizing for the good, instead of 
oppressing them, and to facilitate the moans for objective dialogue and scientific 
discussion regarding issues of society and religion instead of prohibiting student 
federat'ons from doing that and preventing the correction of erroneous interpreta- 
tions of religion. Calm discussion and freedom of expression of opinions are the 
meane for attaining a true platform. It is also essential to put the provisions, 
teachings and morality of Lelam into practical application and not content oneself 
with reference to them in the constitution, in order that the rulers, officials and 
university professors may give an example of commitment to these provisions and 
teachings and chat Lelamic morality in all fields may govern society.” 


Advice to Moslem Youth 





His eminence Shaykh Najib al-Muci'i summarizes his advice to Islamic groups in two 
pointe: 


A. That their platforms be free of all blemishes which are not in keeping with 

the spirit of Ielam and that they not drag *hemselves into a discussion on disputes 
over peripheral matters which equander powers, fragment efforts, arouse anger and 
prompt some people to se\f-delusion so that they say of the scholars of old, “they 
were men and we aleo are men!" 





B. That they adopt che platform of “take pardon, order customary usage and renounce 
the ignorant,” in application of his almighty statement "Call for your lord's path 
with wisdow and good exhortation and fight against them with what is the best,” the 
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words of the prophet, on whom be blessings and peace, "The beat of you in terme of 
morality are those who make comfortable the flanks of chose they are confortable 
with and have made familiar,” and other verees and traditions which cause Moslems 
to be affectionate Coward people and causing hearts Co be drawn to them and spirits 
to be familiar with them. 


De Adil Sadiq enumerates hie advice to the Moslem young as follows; 


L. Concern with major tesues and failure to concentrate efforts on formal periph- 
eral phenomena, It i# true that they are important, but they do not head the list 
of the top priority things which qust be achieved. 


2. Moslem youths must be positive in their conduct, call for God wisely and with 
proper exhortetion and not be negative or content themselves with rejecting, con- 
deming or accusing others of apostasy. 


3. The cefusal to consider oneself superior to all with whom one does not agree, 
le in sympathy with or takes a position in opposition toward. People by nature do 
not accept advice or guidance from their peers. 


4, Intense exawination on selecting their members. One absolutely cannot rule out 
that there will be a acheme to strike out at the Islamic groups from within by ex- 
ploiting the mistakes of some of their members in order to distort their picture 
before public op'nion or that the enemies of the Islamic societies will insert 
agents into their ranks to spread erroneous ideas among their members by shrewd 
amart methode and etrive to create dissension among them. 


Dr Hilmi Murad asks the young Moslems to proceed with their call to apply the law 
and instructions of Islam with broad spirits. 


Egypt, with the whole [slamic nation behind it, is in most intense need for chaste, 
pure, conscious, godfearing, devout Moslem youths committed to the provisions of 
their religion whom God will mobilize with all their hearts around the true Islem 
and the application of its law. Whet is needed is good wise conduct on the part 

of these Moslem youths. 
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POLITICAL: INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWN ON STUDENT MOSQITE CONDEMNED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic Sep 80 pp 60, 61 


/Article by Badr Muhammad; "Central Security Forces Surround Female Students’ 
Mosque in Paculty of Medicine'/ 


/Text/ Central security forces have surrounded the students’ mosque at the Faculty 
of Medicine at Cairo University, preventing studente from approaching the mosque. 
Thies occurred in the morning of 3 July 1980 and was the second time central secur- 
ity encered the Faculty of Medicine in the past 6 monthe. The firet time was when 
the dean of the faculty, Dr Hashim Pu'ad, insisted on holding « singing and danc- 
ing party at the faculty at which che Hani Shannudah Troupe greeted him! 


Up to the cime these lines were written, that ie, about 3 weeks after the event, 
the central security forces were still surrounding the mosque in a state of readi- 
ness, out of fear of “attacks by commandoes of the Islamic groups.'' However, what 
happened? What ie che faculty professors’ opinion about it? What is the students’ 
opinion? Then what has been the dean's view of this odious crime? 


On Thursday 3 July 1960 the central security forces surrounded al-Qasr al-'Ayni and 
prevented students from entering; even the bachelor's degree examination was | ost- 
poned that day and the professors and even patients were prevented from entering, 
ae if al-Qaer al-‘Ayni had become a citzdel they were trying to break into. The 
security forces headed for the students’ mosque and surrounded it, declaring to 
thowe in it that they had | hour to leave the mosque, then breaking into it, throw 
ing Lelamic books and holy Korans onto the ground and expelling persons inside, de- 
claring that they had orders to turn the mosque into a blood bank. They eliminated 
the Koranic verses inecribed on the wall of the mosque: “Mosques belong to God 

and do not proselytize for anyone besides God."' They hung a sign on which was 
written “mosque of the Faculty of Medicine female students.'' However, there is an 
important question: Why did this happen? The students ask what is the story? 


Three years ago the Federation of University Students presented a request to Dr 
Sufi Abu Talib, the former president of the university, to turn the Faculty of 
Medicine building allocated for student activities, which the federation owns, 
into @ special mosque large enough to accommoc..e groups of male and female 
students, because the two mosques existing in the faculty were not adequate to 
accommodate the patients and visitors to al-Qasr al-‘Ayni. The university presi- 
dent's agreement was given and the Federation of Students collected contributions 
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and oullicted a mosque for male students on che ground floor and another one for 
female etudente on the second tloor, Since that time, that plot of land on the 
faculty hae acquired the character of @ mosque and many male and female studente 
have patronized (t, Co perform prayers and hear religious stories and acienctific 
etudies, in addition co such other activities an « plan for a student's book and 
lalamic dress, a plan for printing acientific reterences and an off-season pilgrim: 
age trip. Thie wae all done within the hearing end eight of the faculty adminia- 
tration and security pergonnel, Dr Hashim Fu'ad, the dean of the faculty, vieiced 
thie building during the year and was given the key to it so that the building 
would not be out of touch with the faculty administration, 


From the foregoing it Le apparent chat there 1@ no cause which justifies recourse 
to security forces and keeping these forces inside the walle of al-Qaer al-'Ayni 
to take over Che mosque and strike out at etudent and [elamic activities. The 
students are wondering: 


What does the continued sealing of the mosque with red wax and prohibition of the 
faculty from performing prayers in it by the arveed security forces up to now mean? 


What does che elimination of Cairo University's biggest Islamic library, which was 
in the biggest chamber in the abovementioned building, mean? 


What does the emashing of che scientific publications stall which all the students 
and many taculty members made general use of mean’? 


The vice president of the university, Dr Subhi ‘Abd-ail-Hakim, youth secretary in 
the ruling party, bluntly cold A.D. that the Ielamic society dominates the student 
comminity and does not give party youth the opportunity to proselytize. This ap- 
peared in an investigation published by the newspaper AL-AHRAR. 


Are there party motives prompting the university administration to take this stand? 
Is that the reason most of the charges directed against us assume a political char- 
acter? Is that the reason why the dean of the faculty, who is not a party man, 
cannot control the situation, because he is ruled by a party administration in 
Cairo University which was alarmed by the failure of its interceding party to 
proselytize among students and others? 





Protest from the Faculty 





Members of the faculty teaching staff sent a memorandum of protest to the faculty 
dean requesting him to return the waters to their former channels and take the 
necessary measures to let the student mosque resume performing ite full function. 


"Thies matter which has occurred is a stain on our forehead. We, members of the 
Faculty of Medicine teaching staff and people in charge of the affairs of the 
students in it, who are our children whom we are preparing and for whom we will 
anewer before God--especially now that the president has given the universities 
their independence--will not allow any foreign body outside the university to in- 
terfere, especially since our children have done nothing which might justify what 
has happened." 
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They aleo demanded: 


That the central security forces’ blockade and their presence in the university 
@anctuary inaide the faculty and the hospital, which does not conform to any uni- 


vereily custom or tradition and which hase not previously occurred in any ere be 
immediately Lifted, 


That the etudent mosque building be returned immediately to the innocent, chaste, 
sincere etudent activities ict previously held, which were practiced in full day- 
Light, ouc of a desire for happiness for our country and all our citizens, 


What Does the Dean Say? 


The dean seys, “On the evening of 3 July I vase informed that there were 120 people 
from outeide the Faculty of Medicine taking shelter there with packages whowe con- 
tents were unknown, There was the intent to conduct a sabotage operation in re- 
sponse to the failure to hold a conference in the university!" What the dean was 
talking about wae the preparation camp organized by the general camp, in which 
there were about 50 students, mostly from the Faculty of Medicine and the rest from 
other facultie’ of the university! His excellency the dean imagined that they had 
come co commi. sabotage and that they had packages with them whose contents were 
not known! It would have been more eppropriate had he gone to them and ascertained 
what was in their packages! 


The dean of the faculty of medicine added, "It was necessary to contact the uni- 
versity president, who saw no recourse but to resort to the security forces to 
break up thie sit-in in order to protect the property of che state and the lives 
of the people working in the university." When I hear thie talk from a faculty 
dean and a university president, I find nothing strange in the position che secur- 
ity police take when they trump up charges! 


The entry by central security into the confines of one of the most deep-rooted uni- 
versities ie a most serious matter which requires many stands. 


What is most serious is the criminal act which permitted the blockade of one of 
God's houses, preventing people who were praying from carrying out God's obliga- 
tion and eliminating the verses of the holy Koran. One must not be silent over 
this: the matter 1s most grave, and who is more unjust than someone who prevents 
God's name from being mentioned in his mosques and tries to destroy them? "Do not 
consider God unmindfui of what the unjust do.” 
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POLITICAL, LNTERNAL AFFAIRS 


GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN OF ISLAMIC CAMPS CONDEMNED 
Cairo AL DA'WAN in Awabic Sep 80 p 62 


/Aeticle by Belen by ae "The Government of Selence and Faith and the 
Abrogetion of lelamic Canpe 


/‘Text/ We deo not know when the government will change ite position regarding 
lelamic eeclety youthe=-Choee chaete youthe who are concerned for the intereste of 
thele nation, The Lelamic compe have been abrogated in a1! societies! Meanwhile, 
it Le permitted Co establish campe and corruption toure on the coset a. Alexandria 
and Rae's al-Berr and in Aswan and eleewhere, where boye mix with ,irle and things 
happen ‘heat # Moslem cannot condone! 


Meanwhile, De ibrahinm Bedran, president of Cairo University, declares in « state- 
ment Co the newepeper AL-SHA'B Chat young people ace in « epicitual vacuum, and we 
see (he same man abrogeting the eighth lelemic camp in hie university and per- 
mitting Che establiehment of recreation campe subsidized with thousands of pounds! 


In al Minye, the governor abrogates the lelamic camp and at the same Cime pays 
300,000 pounde in appreciation for the soccer team, which made it to the Except ion- 
al Round! 


In al-tema'iliyah, the governor closes down an Islamic clinic and the government 
triee to turn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Agie sosque into ⸗ meeting hall, then hoste « 
movie festival for some days in order to corrupt young people! 





In al-Payyum, young people are persecuted so they will not set up their camp, and 
are thrown out of the moaeque. 


In Shibin al-Kawm, the governor threatens young people and gives them a period of 
time in which to get out of the university village after establishing a camp there; 
then, when they move over to the big mosque in Shibin al-Kawm, security forces sur- 
round it and the young people ere compelled to end their camp 2 days before 
echedule! 


In Suez, ¢ @¢ armed forces take over Islamic Guidance Society land on which the 
Ielemic Young People's Comp ie established; with great difficulty, the camp is 
then set up in the Martyre’ Mosque. 
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The Gevernment of Selence, Faith and Youth 


Were we find that the attention of the government: «the government of eclence and 
faith!--toward youth te great, and here recreation campe are being eatabliehed on 
the coaete and in hotele! 


We find the athletic series which young people from the governorates are Caking 
part in going on for weeks, with tense of thousands of pounds epent to divert the 
young people from their religion! 


Were are Che excureione the Minietry of Youth organises which go on for daye, in 
which boye and girle mix, 


There ie the President's Cup, over which young people of both sexes from the Com- 
pany Federation, the Army Federation, the Police and the University Federation 
compete! 


ere te Celevielon, increasing ite Cranemiesion Cime in order to eliminate the 
spiritual void the young people are suffering from by showing more destructive 
movies and plays! 





We see the papers failing to refrain from epreading licentiousness and evil among 
the young! 


Thie te what Le happening in the government of ecience and faith, If the young 
people want to set up an lelamic camp where Chey can become acquainted with their 
religion, the government stands in wait for them and mobilizes security forces to 
prevent them! 





ere, a8 our brother Hilmi al-Jaesser, commander of the lelamic societies, says, 
appears the obvious contradiction between the government's words and deeds. The 
government hae definitively agreed that Islamic law should be the main source in 
Raypt, end, from the standpoint of Ielem, young Moslem people are in palpable 

need of an Ielemic upbringing, especially eince al-Azhar has been negligent in ite 
efforte and che Mintetry of Religious Badowments has had no practical plan to bring 
up the young. The Islamic campe meet thie serious deficiency. How therefore can 
it be reasonable for the government to speak in Islamic tones and abrogate Islamic 
acts in the camps’ Thie is an obvious contradiction. 
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POLITICAL; LNTERNAL APFAIAS 


NEW GROUPING PUBLICATION: ~The Committee to Defend Freedoms hae isevued the firet 
lesve of the publication AL-WURAIYAT, — eporedic publication embracing @ call for 
the suspension of all forme of aggreseton against public and private freedom, 
striving for the sovereignty of real democratic traditions in our political life, 
defending the right of all politics! powers to establish independent parties and 
lasaue newspapers, and demanding the ebrogetion of 411 verdicts lesued by military 
and non-militery exceptional courte end the iamediate release of everyone whose 
freedoms are restricted by virtue of all exceptional verdicts, a8 etated in the 
lesue's editorial, in addition to the editorial and the news, the firet lesve con: 
taine an Lovestigation late the latest wave of arrests and the names of people 
arrested, another investigation into the Egyptian Communiet Party case which te 
under judiciary review, mention of the tesve of the journaliet I'ema'il a1 -Mahdewt 
who hae been laprisoned in the al-'Abbastyah Mental Hospital since April 1970, « 
paragraph on the cireumetances of the verdict on the January 1977 events, a state 
ment of the objectives of International Amnesty Organization, an appeal for the re- 
lease of the prisoner of the month, who te from Borneo, and an article on “America, 
the citadel of freedom.” Supervieing editing of the publication is our colleague 
Matweed Hamid, member of the Central Committee and secretary of the Committee to 
Defend Freedom, sided by our we Og al-Naqqash, member of the party and 
the a to Defend Freedom. Cairo AL~TAQADDUM in Arabic 16 Oct 60 
14 


SALAH NASR EXONERATED. Sequestration of the former intelligence chief Salah Nasr, 
who played a« vile role in torturing political prisoners in the previous era, has 
been Lifted. The Socialist Prosecutor sent « letter to the Eeyptian Central Bank 
requesting that the sequestration be Lifted, stating “The sequestration of the 
monies and properties of Mr Saleh Neer a1 Nujumi and hie children Saelwa, Muhammed 
and Hani, which had been previously imposed by Republican Decree No 1897 for the 
year 1967 and the effects derived therefrom, which it was ruled would be continued, 
have been abrogated. “The Socieliet Prosecutor's letter to thie bank occurred in 
implementation of the president's Decree No 171 for the Year 1980 in thie regard. 
AL-DA'WAH: The lifting of sequestration from Saleh Nasr is « continuation of the 
— policy the government has been following toward major officials /guiity 
of/crimes of torture. It ie @ policy based on excessive forbearance toward then, 
by releasing them, a8 happened with Salah Neer personally, or permitting them to 
go abroad to guarantee escape from trial, es happened with the criminal convicted 
by the Egyptian Criminal Court, Shame Bedran. /Text/ /Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic 
Oct 80 p 1L3/ 118687 
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MAJOR SLLPPAGR LN COTTON CROP DECRIED 
Cairo AL-AWMAR in Arable 6 Get 80 p i 


/Artiele by Mahmud Fawei: “The Cotton Crap in oa Farwere Bring in Half Leet 
Year's Volumes in Spite of 70,000-Pedden Increase” 


/Text/ AL AMRAR hee obtained Che weighte of the amounte of cotton which farmers 
hed brought in Co cotton gathering centere in the governorates ae of the end of 
leet week, These welghte are half those of the volumes brought in at Chie Cime 
leet year. 


The quantities of al-dahe cotton farmers brought in to 41l gathering centers of 
the governorates from the etart of the season to least week came to 911,629 kantare, 
while che volumes the gathering centers received in the same period of last year 
came to 1,601,635 kantere, or close to double thie year's volum. 


Offictale in the Mintetry of Agriculture had expected that the crop would increase 
thie year, after an increase of 70,000 feddane in the area farmed with cotton. 


In al-Buhayrah Governorate, the quantities brought in by farmers up to the end of 
leet week totalled 89,939 kantere, a8 compared with 294,065 kantere lest year. 


in al-Gharbiyah, the volumes brought in came to 99,195 kantare, a8 compared with 
i8i,260 kantere laet year. 


in Kafe ai-Shaykh, peasants brought in 62,54) kanters, a6 compared with 217,791 
kentere, thet le, the emount brought in thie year equals one third the amount 
brought in lest year. 


in Dumyet, volumes brought in as of the end of iaet week came to 662 kanters, 
while the volumes brought in up to the seme sate lest year came to 13,575 kantars, 
thet te, double thie year's volume. 


In al -Dagahilyah the estate of the harvest was a little better, since the volume up 
to the end of least year came to 212,085 kanters a8 compared with 256,389 kantare 
least year. 














in the Governorate of a) Sharqiyah, the defieit in the crop brought in has been 
bees, since the quantities brought in totalled 217,040 kanteare a8 compared with 
269,090 kentawe Last year, 


in aleHinufiyah the amounte brought in came to half those brought in on the same 
date leet year, cotelling 37,500 kantere thie year ae compared with 600,121 Lae 
year, 


in al -Qalyublyeh, the amounte of cotton brought in to the gathering centere by the 
end of last week came to 10,826, a8 compared with 50,46) kantare last year, 


in al-Payyum the quantities of cotton thie year came co 50,770 kantare ae compared 
with 66,580 kantere last year, 


in Bant Suwayf, the volumes dropped, totalling 30,600 kantare thie year while they 
Cotelled 64,530 kantere last year, 


In al -Minya Che amounts of cotton which went inte the gathering centere thie year 
came to 22,074 kantare a6 compared with 406,089 /gic/. 


in Asyut, the volumes brought in thie year came to 36,740 kantere, a6 compared with 
61,530 kantere leet year, 


Although the cotton te etill continuing to arrive, the phenomenon of shortage in 
the volumes brought in eo far represents « serious matter and betokens a shortage 
in the crop. Three possible causes lie behind thie phenomenon: 


A deficiency in the productivity of the Land farmed in terme of kantare, requiring 
rapid action on the part of agricultural experte. 


A shortage in and high wages for pickers, which requires that the agricultural de- 
partmente in the governorates proceed to carry out picking activities with utmost 
speed since the advent of fall constitutes « danger to the crop. 


The farmers’ failure to bring in their cotton after picking because of the frustra- 
tions they face in the gathering centere, due to shortages of bage or difficulties 
in diebureing down paymente. 
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ECONOMIC 


GOVERNMENT RESCINDS SUGAR, VEGETABLE OIL PRICE HIKES 
Cairo AL AMMAR in Arable 29 Sep 80 © 1 


/acticle: “The Full Story of the Government's Retreat from the ision To Raise 
Suger and O11 Prices Nourse after Seles Started at the High Prices” 


/Text/ The Sunday before leet, the gowernment raieed the price of uncontrolled 
suger from 30 to 58 plasters and the price of uncontrolled of1 from & to 60 
plasters. Consumere @tanding in lines at complexes which began to sell at the 
doubled new price rebelled and the government retreated from ite decision the fol- 
lowing morning and abrogated the price inerease. 


Sunday before last in Che morning an urgent signal wae sent to the complexes by 
the board chalrmen of the @l-Ahram, al-Nil and al-lekandariyalh consumer comp lex 
companies. The signal requested that all complexes etop selling suger and ofl, 
withdrew che differentials which were given to the consumers, and return the prices 
to them before they received their euger or ofl purchases. 


Alter @ short while, inventory committees arrived at the complexes. At 1500 hours 
in the efternoon the complexes closed their doore a8 usual #0 that workers and em- 
ployees could take «a rest for 2 houre, and the inventory committees continued work- 
ing ineide, enumerating the emounte of suger and of1 in each complex. The com- 
mittees completed their work before it wae time for the complexes to open their 
doore at 1700 hours in the afternoon. 


At 1700 hours the complexes reeeived another signal on the new sales prices, which 
were 60 plastere for ⸗æ kilogram of ofl, which had sold the same morning for 4 
plesters, and 55 piastere for « kilogram of granulated and 54 piastere for a kilo- 
gtam of hard sugar, which had sold in the morning for 30 piasters! 


The consumers did not believe thie sudden tremendous increase in prices until sales 
at the new prices started. The lines standing before the complexes grew angry, the 
news spread, and large numbers of citizens gathered eround the complexes to make 
certein chat the news was correct. A number of consumers were compelled not to 
buy while othere did perforce buy at the doubled price, while expressing their 
outrage. Rumors circulated that prices of other commodities would rise in a few 
hours, and some areas observed growing crowds of workers and violent protests 
againet the price rises. The same early signe that had preceded the evente of 15- 
19 January 1977, when the government raised prices suddenly and some elements tried 
to exploit the situation, almost begen to appear. 
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The security agencles managed quickly to convey @ correct picture to the officials, 
Urnent consultations between Che National Party and ite government took place and 
it wae decided Co retreat from the decision, but sales continued at the new prices 
until @ new elanel reached the complexes the following morning (last Monday) «tat- 
ing “the previous order suspending sugar and of] prices has been abrogated, Sales 
will conclave at the old price until new inetructions arrive!" 
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ECONOMIC 


RULING PARTY DISCUSSES PATE OF MEAT PRICES ATER SLAUGHTER MORATORTUM 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 15 Sep 80 p 7 


/Arcicle: "Diecuesions of the National Party Popular Development Committee: Gov- 
ernment Control Will Result in Per-Kilogram Meat Price Increase to 6 Pounds after 
Prohibition Period Ende!" 


/Text/ The Popular Development Commictee of the National Party held a meeting last 
week to discuss the plan to supply meat after the moratorium on the slaughter, sale 
and trafficking in meat ends. 


The committee members said that government control would lead to a rise in per- 
kilogram prices of meat to 6 pounde after the moratorium ends. Growers revealed 
that rumors epread 2 months before the passage of the moratorium decree, result- 
ing in @ price cise, and the members of the government warned of failure in solv- 
ing the current shortage, which would result in the lose of respect for political 
dectetons. 


Attending the meeting were Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, deputy prime minister, al-Nabawi 
lema'il, deputy prime minister and miniecer of the interior, Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, 
deputy prime minister, Dr Muhammad Da'ud, minister of agriculture, Eng Taha Zaki, 
minieter of industry, Minietry of Agricuiture experts, members of the Popular De- 
velopment Committee, and growers; the artiet Samir Sabri aleo attended « portion 
of the meeting! 


The minteters kept silent and, as usual, the meeting ended with the formation of 
a national eat production and sales chamber. 


Dre Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, deputy prime minister, said that all the contracts which 
the governors had made with growers to purchase livestock at a very low price not 
in keeping with production costs were abrogeted. These had prompted some growers 
to refrain from raising Livestock and to get rid of it, and some others imposed 
excessive sales prices on the private sector to compensate for losses in these 
contracts. 


At the beginning of the meeting, »sembers of the Popular Development Committee at- 
tacked the government and demanded thac it iamediately stop participating in sell- 
ing ordinary meat in the complexes, abrogate the contracts, provide dry green fod- 
der and make facilities available for the sanitary upkeep of feedlote. 
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lnportatton otf Fodder 


‘Abd-al-Mun'im Mufid, « grower, said “importing the fodder raises ite price, and 
a6 & CONsequence meat prices rise," 


He pointed out that there are 200,000 tone in warehouses which have not been used 
yet, not 60,000 tons, ae he government has mentioned; it ta possible to free it 
for dlatribution to real «rowers, 


Ne atreased that the occurrence of shortage is caused by the circumstances to which 
the growere are exposed, especially the banning of their production in some gov- 
ernorates, the governaent's undertaking to sell ordinary meat, and contracts with 
governorates at low prices, which cause the growers to refrain from continuing 
their activity, 


Ne declared that it wae essential to set out « centra! policy to which all governor: 
ates would commit themselves, 


‘Abd-al-Mun'im Mufid added, "If the goverument wants to set out compulsory pricing 
tor live calves, ae has been rumored, then it quet firet calculate the real coste 
lest @ new catastrophe occur,” 


He atreseed Chat Che government was helping creace blac’ market commerce in fodder 
by alving growers quantities eurpluse to their need in order to compensate ior their 
losses through the low price at which it buys their output. 


He warned that continued government control would lead to a rise in meat to 5 or 6 
pounds per kilogram after Che moratorium ends. 


Rumore before Lesuance of the Decree 


The agricultural engineer Hasan Salim, undersecretary of industry, said that rumors 
about President al-Sadet's latest decree were circulating 2 months before it was 
Lesved; the result was that the growers got rid of calves, the overwhelming major- 
ity of the growers hastened to sell calves, and meat prices rose! 


He added, "The masses are waiting to see what the government hes arranged follow- 
ing the month of moratorium! They wonder what the government will do with the 
butchers who are in control. Everyone is asking for compulsory meat pricing and 
the government has not anawered yet." 


He aeserted that if the current experiment is a fiasco no political decision after 
thie will have any effect, or indeed will be respected! 


A Luxury the People Do Not Accept 
Eng ‘Loam Shabanah, head of the meat company, said “Half a million veal calves 


weighing 150 kilograms each are being slaughtered at a time when Egypt is suffer- 
ing from a meat shortage. This ie a luxury the people do not accept.” 





He added, “The peasant gete rid of emall calves out of the desire to sell milk, 
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because of @ shortage of money, and we are silent and do not act." He wondered, 
“Why ten't Chie peasant given 4 financial loan, or why doesn't the government buy 
hie livestock and cake charge of developing it until it reaches a profitable 
wetanc’" 


ie referred Lo the exiletence of @ project which was carried out 10 years ago, to 
buy veal calves and give Chem milk mechanically, which was suspended in apice of 
ite success, The reason wae inconstetency in policies, 


De Khalid al-Maliki, expert in the growing field, stated that the government was 
raleing Frielan cattle in the wrong way, If it gave Chem to peasants and provided 
them with adequate fodder, their milk output, which comes to 3,5 tons per year, 
would (nerease, 


He declared that it wae essential to restrict fodder distribution to big combines 
alone and to prevent ite dietribution to emall growers so that we could attain 
maximum economic benefit, 


Eng Sa'd Hijeie, member of the People's Assembly and undersecretary of agriculture, 
stressed, "Meat pricing Le an urgent necessity ano a duty which will guarantee the 
develooment of production, if the price ie declared before the end of September 
and there ie decielve, strict surveillance and a review of imported meat prices." 


We said, ‘The price of imported meat ie 68 pilasters per kilogram, which casts new 
burdens on the general state budget of 120 million pounds, which do not go to the 
persons those they belong to but are improperly disbursed." 


The undersecretary of agriculture declared that it was necessary to establish an 
agency Co supervise animal production in all forms, because of the fragmentation 
and unevenness of animal cesources and the absence of a single body to supervise 
them. 


Ne demanded that the government and governorates cease harrassing the original 
arowere in their raieing and selling of calves and set a meat price between 220 
am 225 plasters per kilogram, accepting fluctuations in accordance with coste of 
Living. 


Poultry Projects Are Not @ Success 


Dr Khalid al-Maliki came back into the discussion, saying that he held the former 
Supply Minietrles responsible for the situation we have reached with poultry and 
the poultry production shortages. 


He added, “Poultry projects will never be destined to succeed unless the private 
sector is interested. It must be protected, and the people must be protected from 
ic.” 


He said, ‘There are 2,900 poultry farms, whose output can come to 16 million chicke 
per cycle (f services and real production facilities are available to then.” 


He called for the establishment of « higher meat, poultry, fodder, and fish council 
in which growers would take pert. This council, and not the Ministry of Supply, 
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would take charge of setting prices, He called for the establishment of service 
companies to Lower production coste, 


ile asserted that che government's mistaken policy of flooding the market with 
frozen poultry has resulted in great losses for farm-owners, who have been com- 
pelled to sell poultry below production coat, 


lle also atreseed Chat encouragement of the private sector would assuredly lead to 
adrop in egg prices ae well, 


De Fu'ad Muhyt-al-Din, the deputy prime minister, said "The subject of meat pric- 
inn can be broached only if it Le presented on the popular level and if we are 
able to protect this decision, to guarantee that the price ia in the interests of 
the consumer and meets the interests of the producer, so that he may receive his 
righte in full,” 


The deputy prime minister added, "The meat price increases which occurred in the 
recent period were spontaneous, and occurred in response to a desire for unlawful 
enrichment." 


He went on, ‘The relationship between governors and growers must be based on a 
toundation of attaining true development, and not contracts, as of today." 


The deputy prime miniater acknowledged the importance of subsidizing the private 
wector in the field of poultry with full force, on grounds that it is the most con- 
cerned with ite farms, 


He sald, “We must turn the government farms into companies, and the private sector 
met contribute to their stock," 


He pointed out that it was not the government's responsibility to manage poultry 
stations but that there were self-sufficiency in food companies throughout the re- 
public which could manage these stations, provided that the private sector partici- 
pated in them, 


He stated, “We need | million tons of protein per year and produce just 600,000 
tons of it, importing 400,000 tons of meat, fish and poultry." 


The meeting ended with the formation of the national chamber to produce and sell 
meat, containing members of the Popular Development Committee and executive 
officials. 
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ECONOMIC 


GOVERNMENT MEAT POLICIES STUDIED, CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arable 15 Sep 80 p 3 


/Acticle by ‘Lagat al-Qamhawi; "Small Growers Talk Bluntly: We Oppose the Law 
in order Not To Wreck Ourselves" 


/‘Text/ Small livestock growers, through their actuel daily experience have prac- 
tical solutions to the problem of meat and to /the problem of/ increasing the meat 
supply to lower its price, In this report, they discuss the sufferings they en- 
counter in receiving fodder and feeding their ilvestoc., and bluntly admit chat 
they are violating the Law, slaughtering female livestock and getting rid of small 
calves by selling chem to butchers, They are forced to do 60 because they cannot 
bear to continue raising females and small calves! However, it seems that the 
growers, and the experts along with them, are going in one direction and chat of- 
ficials are going in another completely different one. 


The Minietcy of Agriculture and the National Party Development Committee made a 
contract this year to import 12,000 (petrogauer) and 9,000 Frisian cattle from 
Avetrla. Dr Muhammad Da'ud, minister of agriculture, promised to import 100,000 
head of pregnant calves in 10 years, All of this took place in spite of warnings 
by experts who have asserted that the Egyptian environment is not suitable for the 
European strains, especially che Frisians, whose average price comes to 1,000 
pounds per head. 


In the al-Path section of Liberation Province, the number of Frisian cattle dropped 
in 10 years from 1,200 to 500 head. Experts stress that the reason is the high 
death rate of Frisian cattle in the hot environment of Egypt, which reaches 23 per- 
cent. In addition, Frisian cattle require three to five inseminations in order to 
be fertile, which is a high rate when compared with that for impregnating ordinary 
cattle, which on the average require on and a half inseminations. 


Outside the Slaughterhouse 


The problem is not one of low birth rates, because of the slaughter of females and 
veal calves. The officials’ efforts to cope with this have been reatricted to is- 
suance of a decree by the former supply minister prohibiting the slaughter of 
females. Naturally the law was not honored, because 75 percent of the carcasses 
have been slaughtered outside the slaughterhouse! 








What, now, ta the view of small growera? 


Muhammad Ghunayml al-Sahi, a grower in the village of Mic Suhayl, says The decrees 
prohlbicing the slaughter of females have caused butchers in the towns to refrain 
from buylny Chem, and the price of females ia below the price for males of the 

Hame weipxlit by 50 to 70 pounds, causing village butchers to fall all over themselves 
to buy females, tluntly, any decision which La made that does not correspond to 
reality wlll require millions of guards to carry out, Otherwise, we would have 
found that there were gains in raleing females, but we hesitate to raise them," 


Getting Rid of the Small Ones 


Muhammad al-Sahi adds, "No one can prevent the slaughter of veal calves either. 

They require an average of 40 days of milk-feeding and consume an average of 5 kilo- 
nrama of milk per day. A kilogram costes 30 pilasters, That is, by simple computa- 
tion,they coat their ownere 60 pounds during the milking period, Would that we 
could tind fodder for them after weaning! Therefore, every peasant tries to get 

rid of amall offepring, even if he has to throw it away at no charge because their 
presence will wreck use if we continue to raise them," 


al-Ha)) Yuguf al-Sayyid, a emall grower from che village of East al-Balashun, says, 
"It has become a very ditficult equation, The government abrogated the supply 
syatem; in spite of its negative features, in terme of the amount of fodder dis- 
bursed through this system and the difficulty of obtaining it, and the governorate's 
stipulation that the grower hand over 30 percent of his livestock at a price of 87 
plasters per kiloyram, we nonetheless accepted it. Then they put the contract 
system into practive, and the big growers began to receive abundant fodder at a 
price of 35 pounds per ton and sell it to use at a price of 100 pounds a ton, bany 
of the big growers became involved in the fodder trade because it was feasible and 
profitable. The solution in my opinion is to go back to the supply system after 
correcting its negative features. Por example, a specific age or minimum number 

of calves must not be specified, the delivery process must be simplified and the 
wrowers must be left free to sell at the market price." 


⸗ 


Fodder for Big Thieves 


Zaki al-Fabl, a grower from Kafr Sibin, Qalyubiyah, says "We are compelled, because 
of the cutoff of fodder, not a shortage in it, to get rid of animals at the be- 
ginning of summer. Even milk buffaloes at a price of 150 to 200 pounds. For me 
that ie more of a saving than maintaining a buffalo which gobbles up more than a 
round and a half a day, besides services." He scream, "I do not know why the gov- 
ernment is twisting and turning over supplying fodder to the big thieves who have 
stopped growing and have contented themselves with commerce in fodder, so that the 
price per ton has reached 100 or 110 pounds--in spite of which we etill keep buying 
ic. However, these days there are secret police patrols in the town, day and night, 
and anyone is found to possess one kernel of fodder has a paper served on him and 
is interrogated, with a suspension of 500 pounds in fines and 6 months' imprison- 
ment. it has reached the point where we have started to imagine that it is easier 
LO possess narcotics than to possess a kilogram of fodder." 


iif 





The Kultalo Ate [ta Slater 


al-itia)) ‘Ali al-Qamhawl, a grower from Bast Mit Suhey!, says, "! had four female 
buffaloes, taat year - wae forced to sell two of them, and two remained, This 
nummer { sold one of the two remaining ones in my possession for 400 pounds; with 
150 of that I bought straw and with 200 of it I bought fodder, which che remaintug 
buffalo in my possession devoured, Thus it ate its sister before che summer ended," 


lie yoes on, “Imagine, they hand out 12 kilogramea of fodder per female buffaloe per 
month during the 4 summer monthe; in spite of chat, we are given only 2 or 3 monthe' 
worth, and we do not know where the reat goes." al-Hajj ‘Ali wonders, "Whac will 

a third of a kilogram of fodder per day per milk buffalo do? Will it eat it or 
breathe it in?" tle says, “If the government ie serious about solving the meat 
problem, Lt must tirst provide everyone with fodder at a reasonable price, The 
ayatem of contracts and the supply syetem must be abrogated and free fodder must be 
provided in the market for 75 pounds a ton inetead of 35 pounds." He adds "The 
techniques of speculation are many, and only big thieves can do that, In @ village 
like ours you may find people who are handed supplies of 50 head, and if any of- 
fictal takes the trouble to investigate he will find that this grower does not own 


a chicken!" 
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ECONOMIC 


CATRO BUTCIERS COMPLALN OF MBAT SYORTAGE 
Cairo AL AWMAR in Arabic 6 Oet 80 p 3 


te “Butchers Ask Supply Minteter and Cairo Governor: Where Will We Buy 
Meat?” 


/Text/ Leet Wednesday butchers went to buy meat from the slaughterhouse and found 
only a little, very Little, net enough to meet their needs. They complained and 
the minieter of supply, Ahmad Nuh, the governor, Ge'd Ma'mun, and the director of 
the Inapectorate of Supply Maj Gen Muhyl al-Jerwant, came to the slaughterhouse. 
They were not able to inapect the lockers of the slaughterhouse but just inepected 
one, because of the crowd of butchers thet surrounded them, presenting their prob- 
leme which had arieen in the flret days of the slaughter, most important of which 
wae the lack of calves. The minteter and officials met with the butchers but the 
meeting broke up without arriving at any solutions. 


daki al dabei, owner of @ butcher shop in al-Rawdah, said “The iesue requires « 
stand, and it is necessary for officials to intervene, because the big butchers 
are supplying only @ emall amount of the livestock. It is possible that these 
people, | mean the big butchers, are not at fault, because there is « merchant 
who had GOO calves which he bought before the suepension of the slaughter at « 
price of 145 piesters per kilogram, and after the suspension, that is, now, sold 
it at ite eet price, which ie 108 pilasters, which ie unreasonable and prompts mer- 
chante to sell Livestock far away from the slaughterhouse, on the black market." 


The Shop Hutchers 


Muhawnad Mahdi, owner of a butcher shop in the Abu-al-‘Ala' area, said “I am 
atcaid that in case meat is not available in the shop that the supply inspectors 
will be compelled to write out reports of failure to sell during their raids. 
However, the problem lies in the big merchant who sleughters « number of heade of 
livestock and selle them only to the butchers he deals with. Nonetheless, the re- 
sponsibility te placed on the necks of the shop butchers.” 


Salamel Hajingh, @ big merchant in the s.eughterhouse, told the minister of supply, 
"We have done our job today end we don't know how matters will progress from now on." 


Mahwud Muhammad, owner of « butcher shop in al-Zamalik, said “I thought of operat- 


ing @ boutique inetead of 4 butcher shop after my father died. I am ready to give 
the goverament the key to the plece provided that I can go work for it.” 
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The Merchant and the Butcher 


ieee Muhemmac Lbrahim, owner of @ butcher shop in al Darrasal, said "The merehant 
| deal with does not do the slaughtering, | have money but nobody to buy from,” 





Muhammed al-Seyyid Nadi, owner of « butcher shop in Heda'iq al Qubbah, said “The 
big atowere deal with the big merchante out of their homes. The big merchants in 
lat on dealing with the butehers who dealt with them before," 


Muhammad Farahat ‘Abd-al-Pattah, from the ‘Ayn al-Sirah residences, saye that con- 
tractors want to eell at an inerease, 


Difference in the Seale 


ibeahim Haseunah, owner of «a butcher shop in Shubra, said “We think that the mer- 
chant te weighing meat with Large amounte of water because of thie crisis, I 
tried to obtain my share from « merchant, — quantity consisting of two calves, «a 
lamb and « veal calf. I could obtein only one slice of water buffalo.” 


The butehere to al Tawiiqlyah and al-Bemalik said “We are selling excellent meat, 
and we take the prime cute, that te, the excellent parte, from the butchers in the 
common sections and sell them. Customers in che foreign sections are different 
from the common sections. The former eat steak, chops, cutlete and meat on bones, 
but che problem now le there are no calves in in the slaughterhouses: how can we 
eeiir” 


Where is the Organization’ 


‘All Muhammad, owner of a butcher shop in Dar al-Salam, said that meetings were 
held with offictalse of the Mintetry of Supply and the Chamber of Commerce during 
the suspeasion period and etated "We expected that the supply would be low in the 
slaughterhouse and discussed thie with officielle, who promised that in that case 
the mintetry would over the supply shortage.” 


At the meeting between the minister, the governor and the Supply Inepection direct- 
or and the big traders in the slaughterhouse, one butcher demanded a list of the 
names of butchers who hed not received their meat requirements to present it to 
the minieter and the governor, end when the miniscer left the situation reverted 
to ite previous stete. 


The butchers wonder, Where is the orgenizet ion? 


Muhammad Zeki, owner of @ butchery on Mier wal-Suden Street, said “We are demand- 
ing thet the government supply our needs for livestock, provided that the govern- 
ment eell it to us by the scale and that we ourselves do the slaughtering. In 
that case, anyone committing a violation will be subject to punishment by law.” 


Paruq ‘Arabi, owner of a butcher shop in Bab al-Sha'riyah, saye “It te necessary 
that there be # contracting organization belonging to the government to protect 
ua from the greed of the big merchants who control the livestock prices.” 
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The Coneumere Talk 


whet now are Che consumers saying on one of Che meat sales daye, laet Thureday’ 


Qamar ‘All Muhammad Hasan, employee of the al-Neer Export: laport Company, says 
that the butcher wae wore like 4 society vendor in the first period of sales, dis- 
tributing meat to lines, 


Lele Sidhum Mu'awwed, Egyptian National Bank employee, eaid "The meat that exiete 
does not meet the demand. | am in the direst need of any amount and since early 
morning the butcher hee hed « terrible eteck of people waiting to buy what they 
want, in thie lethal eltuation, | leave ay home to stand polntlessly in line!” 
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ECONOMIC 


LIVESTOCK DOLSRASES YIELD CRIPPLING TOLL 
Cairo AL AMMAR in Arable 22 Sep 80 p ) 


/Aecicle: "A Serious Animal Research —_ Report Diecloses: Our Animal Re- 
sources Lose 100 Million Pounde Annually” 


/Texs/ A eclentific report by the Animal Resource Inetitute of the Minietry of 
Agriculture cevealed the reasone for the high meat prices in Egypt. 


The report eaid, “We in Egyot do not yet have @ national plan to protect livestock 
resources. The agencies responsible for animal health are fragmented and dispersed 
and do not function with the necessery interaction, and the same ise true with re- 
gerd to the enimal treatment budget, which is inadequate.” 


The report dieclosed that che Animal Health Research Inetitute 1e responsible for 
important research and making protective inoculations for diseases does not perform 
the needed responsibility to ascertain all the problem of animal resources and 

eet out rapid solutions to them! 


The report pointed out that every year, because of the diseases which afflict 
animal resources, Egypt loser 100 million pounds; thie is « modest entimate based 
on orices for the year 1974. 


There tse «a fodder deficit estimated at about 3 million tone. This deficit conse- 
quently causes « shortage in meat volumes because of « deficiency of about 40,000 
tone of meat in food. 


tt appeare that livestock have benefited from the “look around you” campaign. The 
report emphasized chat of our animal resources, which are estimated to number 

about 760,000 head, 632,000 suffer from diseases of sterility, and each year we 
lose « total estimated at about 632,000 cattle and buffaloes, of which 250,000 

ere males which can produce 35,000 tons of meat, which ie approximately the amount 
of meat imported annually. In addition an amount of dairy products on the aver- 
age estimated at about 664,000 tone is lost, and there is « corresponding loses in 
the production of animal leftovers required for industry and fertilizer manufacture. 


There are defects in the agencies overseeing taported animals. Otherwise, how 
could rift valley fever have come into Eeypt since 1977 and the agencies responsibie 
for animal resources not have discovered it and heve learned about it only from 
Mintetry of Health agencies after ite contegion hed passed on to man’ 
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WEALTH MINISTER CRITICIZES NATLONAL PARTY MEDICAL POLICIES 
Cairo AL-AMRAR in Arable 22 Sep 0 p 7 


/Actlele: "“Minteter of Health Criticizes National Party Policy of Providing Druge 
and Treatment for Citizens” 





/Text/ Or Mamiuh Jaber, minteter of health, held the leaders and members of the 
National Democratic Party responsible for the rise in private sector coste of 
treatment, both in examinations and in drug prices. 


At a meeting of the Nealth Committee of the National Party last week, headed by 

Dre Ahmad ‘Umar, Dr Jaber said that it was necessary to have an upright, conscious 
party leadership with leaders who could perform medical treatment services for the 
masses in the party headquarters. 


The minteter of health mentioned the party's role in setting forth the notion of 
establishing and running treatment facilities, guiding the masses and looking for 
alternatives, 


De Mamduh Jabr requested the National Party to advise the government to have the 
pharmaceutical sector concentrate on the manufacture of basic druge and to offer 
them to the masses at prices within the reach of people with Limited incomes. He 
asked that the party adopt the notion of printing a guide to cheap basic druge and 
place thie guidebook in medical clinice so that doctors and lawyers at the same 
time could be guided by it. 


The Drug Shortage 


The minister of health admitted that severe shortages in the production of basic 
druge had occurred in the last 3 monthe and that that had had « bad effect on 
the masses. 


lie said that the reason for this could be ascribed to the lack of Liquidity in the 
banks and the opening of credits for the raw materiais needed to produce drugs. 
Ne promised that that shortage would be resolved in just | month. 


The committee members attacked government policy, which has resulted in a paucity 
and inadequacy in the scientific services offered to citizens and in severe back- 
loge among doctors in private clinics, in spite of the terrible increase in costs. 


The members emphasized that the solution lay in the establishment of common clinics 
in housing complexes, dietrict centers, villages and hamlets in order to examine 
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citleene at Loken cates, provided Chat sentor epecialiete and university pro: 
feesore worked in these clinics, 


Mamdiuh Jabr told members it wae necessary to have the government participate in 
populer oversight and supervision over health service locations, He said that the 
governors, Chrough Che powere they possessed, should be responsible for raleing 
the level of health services in the governorates and providing druge in them, 


Treatment Rates 


Dr HNamd el-Seyyid, chaieman of the People's Assembly Health Committee and head of 
the Doctors’ Union, caleed the problem of high private treatment rates in hospitals 
and said that it wae necessary to regieter medical inetelletions and to have out- 
patience clinics in government hospitele open for two periods, once in the morning 
and once in the afternoon, inetead of one, while continuing token treatment and 
the provision of druge at token prices. 


Committee members raised the problem of the lack of an accounting system for private 
hoepitele which would make it possible to calculate real treatment costes in them 
and calculate «a rate of reasonable profit in order to guarantee that there was no 
excessive profit taking. 


Membere etated that it was necessary to form « joint committee of hospital owners 
and the Minietry of Health to determine the coste of furnishings and wages, in or- 
der to put 4 stop to the fantastic treatment rates and set « maximum for rates for 
operations. 


The committee concluded by appointing the Pharmaceuticals Branch to prepare «a 
realietic etudy on drug prices, recommend that they be lowered, examine che suf- 
ficlency of their supply on che market, and prepare etudies on the discussions 
raised to offer recommendations at « coming committee meeting. 
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ECONOMIC 


DATA SHOWS LNTENGE INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION OF NILE 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Aratic 30 Sep 80 p ? 


/artiele: "The Information Bank States t the High Dam le Innocent: Industrial 
Weetes and Drainage Threaten Nile Waters” 


/Text/ The data bank of the Academy of Scientific research and Technology (the 
Nile Water date bank) hee discovered « strange phenomenon which hae afflicted the 
water of the Nile River. 


Field study has demonstrated « change in characteristics of water in the Nile River 
end the High Dam reservoir as « result of the construction of the High Dam and the 
storage of water for long periods in Lake Nasir. 


De Muhammed Ibrahim Yunus, manager of the Nile Water Data Bank project, states that 
in the first etage of the project all the date were gathered concerning changes 
which have occurred in water characteristics and drainage and some agricultural, 
health, soctal and economic effects connected to the construction of the High Dam 
through the use of computers. The number of items of data collected totalled 
40,000. They are chemical, physicel, sicrobiological, and hydrological, data on 
emall organiems, fish, and organiems on the river bottom and the lake bottom. This 
data ie consicered the sost abundant available on the river and the lake and was 
collected during trips which people working on the project made. 


Factory Wastes and Drainage Threaten the Nile Water! 


Dr Muhammad [brahim Yunue states, by way of warning, thet some current and future 
studies consider chat the various untreated factory and sewage wastes and the 
weter drained off some agricultural land which have gone into the Nile have all 
hed an effect on the quality of the river and on the microorganiems as well as 
water plante thet can grow in it, and that in some places that will result in « 
near blockage of the channel as is the case near Faraskur in the Damietta Branch 
and Kafr el-Layyet on the Rosetta Branch. 


The High Dam Le Absolved of the Increased Incidence of Bilharzia 
An accusetion of sorts has been made against the High Dam for causing the increase 


in bilhereta cases. Studies, in which an investigation was made into close to 
15,000 people in three areas--Kafr al-Shaykh, Bani Suwayf, and Aswan and Kum Umbu- - 
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in order Co examine whether the dleease was present there, proved, among other 
things, that Che coneteuctton of the High Dam did not cause an increase in the 
incidence of bilhareta, 


Predietion on the Puture Character of Nile Water 


Ur Muhawmad Lorahinm Yunus gaye that @ etudy is now underway on water quality along 
the length of the Nile River, These etudies are being made periodically in specif: 
lc sectlons alony, the elver at Aswan, Asyut, Cairo, al-Maneurah, and Kafr al-dayyat, 
with the purpose of developing certain samples which may help in predicting water 
quality in the future, 


The Second Stage of the Nile River Project 


De Muhammad [brahim Yunus says Chat the second stage of the Nile River project in- 
cludes the application anc design of samples to predicting matters bearing on fish 
resvurces and methode of exploiting them in che High Dam inlets and the Nile River, 
the quality and fitnese of civer water, and the effect of lakeshore agriculturai 
and industelal development on the quality of water and fish resources in the inlete 
and the Nile in the near and distant future. 


1isa/ 
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KCONOMIC 


DELAPTODATED STATE OF TEXTILE PLANTS BEMOANED 
Caleo AL-AWRAR to Arabic 20 Oct 80 p 3 


/Article by Muhanad Najib Fahmi: “A Picture from inside a Company, To Answer Why 
the Level of Egyptian Textiles Has Dropped"/ 


/‘Text/ One day not long ago, Egyptian textile output was a model of high-level 
production and international quality; tndeed, it wae in firm, serious competition 
with international production, What happened to it, that it should become 4 strang~ 
er in ite own country? 


it te now fleetnn in embarrasement from the output of countries which are newcomers 
to textllea--more than that, many shipment letters have been returned from the port 
of Alexandria because of the Large amounts of blemishes, whereas importers had once 
panted after all the company's output they could get. 


For a whole week [ went about in the various cornere of the Misr-Hilwan Textile 
Company, one of the biggest textile firms in Egypt, to oresent a true picture from 
inside a company in order to anewer a question: why hae the level of Egyptian tex- 
tiles dropped? 





Someone vieiting the company will get a glimpse of very large numbers of girls in 
the bloom of youth. Suhayr Ahmad Tanabir, a young girl in the Weaving Section, 
saye that girle were hired when they were no more than 14. Although the Labor Law 
prohibits the hiring of boys under 15 and girle under 17, it appears that this lew 
has not yet started to exploit the oppressive economic situation that these young 
gicle suffer from, disdaining the peychological and moral dangers. 


Shukei ‘Umar, technician in the Spinning Section, says that the young girls work 
in the production sections in two shifts, morning and afternoon, and there is an 
intent to put them to work in three ehifte in order to round out all the features 
of the health, psychological and morel tragedy. The question is, why did the com- 
pany seek the aid of these giris? 


al-Sayyid al-Saqqar, director of the office of the vice chairman of the board, 
gaye that the reason for employing girls is the flight of technical Labor from 


the company. 


i 


[ ask, why does the technical labor flee? After a deep study of the cases | met, 
| tied wyeelf faced with numerous reasons, first the low wages, which are called 
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‘necessary guatenance,” Salaries in moat of the adjacent companies are high, and 
the wayee of Lechnical workera in the company are not in balance with their Lengthy 
expertlee, 


there are 22,000 people working in the company and the annual wages come to 13,450 
pou“da. You can toagine the dally wages of the company employee, which averages 

\ plasters, while they are } pounds in the private sector, What ia the justice 
in that’ 


al Sayyid al-Seqqar adde that some people working in the company absent themselves 
without permission in order to work at daily rates in the railway alongside the 
company layloyg Cracks, whieh are separated from the company wall only by a etreet 
h o@tere wide, Lon an effort to get the high daily rates the private sector pays. 


Complaints about Poor Dyes 


Aiud Sayyid tn the Preparation Section says that the dyeing and printing method 
iv ae it wae and has not changed for 30 years; it hase now started to be done by 
people who do not know the difference between black and white. 


in the Preparation Section, I ask why there are all these flaws and thie lack of 
permanence in the dyes, 


Muhammad Mahwud, technical worker in the Preparation Section, says "This may be at- 
tributed to the use of local dyes or bad imported ones.” 


Aiumad Sayyid says, ‘This would not have happened in the fifties or sixties, in 
spite of the circumstances the country went through in the form of ware and so 
forth. 


"In aptte of the difficult circumstances the workers are working in, the company, 
to white! we are most grateful, eliminated the cold lunch in exchange for 5 piasters 
a day per worker; that amount (t# adequate only to meet the needs of a small child.” 


The Weaving Machines Have Ended Their Life 


i leave the Chemical Section and go like a lost person along the company paths, 
which vie with the streets of Greater Cairo in the intensity of their congestion. 


in the weaving sections, the machines ended their projected lives many years ago 
and have become primitive in comparison with those that exist in textile companies 
in a country Like Syria. 


in the Weaving Section there is humidifving, ventilation and lint equipment which 
has been shut down, confronting the workers with respiratory diseases. There have 
even been shutdowns of humidifving an’? ventilating machines in che new spinning 

sections which were set up recently. As Shukri ‘Umar, the worker in the company, 
says, if these machines do operate it is not at the requisite capacity. He adds, 
“The spinning Lines require a specific temperature and humidity level so that the 
lines can reach the requisite quality, but who can we complain to? Company of- 

fictala have sped up production on the machines, burdening the workers on the one 
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hand and affeeting the quality of production on the orher, In addition, the models 
of the new aplnning machines are not modern, and who La responsible for purchasing 
thew! Who te responsible for purchasing the humidifying and ventilating machines?" 


The Exposure of Workers to Serious Diseases 


Who will be ceaponalble for the affliction of spinning workers with respiratory 
diseases, ae @ ceault of the shutdown of the ventilating machines and che elimina 
tion of luneh? 


De Sa'id Abu Talib, tnateuctor of medicine at al-Aghar, saya that at the beginning 
lint appears in tie worker in the form of an allergy and shortness of breath during 
work; then, with the passage of time, the bronchial passages begin to narrow, there 
iw a feeling of shortness of breath, and the functioning of the bronchial passages 
hecomes atrained, This disease is called cyanosis, or a narrowing of the bronch- 
ial passayes, Workers are aleo afflicted with influenza, that is, blockage of the 
lunge, and over the years the breathing functions gradually diminish and an in- 
capactty in breaths. , Cunetlons occurs which ultimately leads to congestion and 
collapse of the heart. Workers in these places also become more exposed to tuber- 
culosta, 


| continue the tour to the garage, where I am surprised to see that 35 buses are 
out of order, alongside microbuses and passenger cars. Spare parts of company 
huses are in the care of the al-Balah Agency, and the reason is that maintenance 
and mechanical technical Labor have fled also to the private  .ector or to companies 
with large incomes, 


iinea?) 
CSO: 440 
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ECONOMIC 


MEDITERRANEAN COAST LAND SCHEME EXPOSED 
Cairo AL-ANRAR in Arabic 22 Sep 80 p 3 


/Article by Sa'id ‘Abd-al-Khaliq: “The Comedy of the Usurpation of Land Worth 
500 Million Pounds on the Northern Coast"/ 


/Text/ Last week the Culture, Information and Tourlem Committee of the People's 
Assembly returned from its customary annual vieit to the northern coast and the 
usurped lands there. 


The committee met with executive and popular offictale in the Governorates of 
Alexandria and Marea Matruh, 


The committee is now preparing its trip report and recommendations, which do not 

wo beyond the contents of reports of previous years. The government does not carry 
out these recommendations, they stay in the drawers and consequently the committee 
finds a justification for taking further trips. 


What, now, is the story of the usurpation of state lands on the northern coast? 


A repuolican decree was issued 14 years ago allocating north coast lands to the 
Governorate of Alexandria for public benefit, for tourist purposes. 


Minteterial reperts and recommendations followed in succession, since that time, 
to implement thie decree, which was kept in desk drawers--indeed, major and branch 
committees held successive meetings, to no avail! 


During the meetings and committee sessions, some citizens menaged to take over 
4,000 feddane in the al-'Ajami area whose value at the lowest estimate is appraised 
at 500 million pounds! The cases of land theft come to 4,000. 


Meetings are still going on to cope with the influence of people who have committed 
the takeover,and the ueurpers are still continuing to steal government land, now 
that they have discovered that the government agencies have failed and do not dare 
to confront them and that the government does not need 500 million pounds! 


In the al-‘Ajami area the government owns about 4,000 feddans, including 3,200 


feddans whose ownership devolved upon the Agrarian Reform /Authority/ in implemen- 
tation of Laws No 1/78 for 1953, 127 for 1961, and 15 for 1963 concerning Agrarian 
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Kheform veraue the bhelea to the endowment of Hamidah Khallaf, These landa extend 
for a width of 2 kilometers along the Mediterranean coast from Kilometer 15 to 
Kilometer 2) on the Alexandrla-Matrul Road, 


in the oploaton of experts on courtem, Chis area ie considered one of the most im: 
portant touctat areas in Egypt, tn summer and winter, because of the healthy dry 
climate and broad coastline that distinguish it, turning it into an object of the 
designs of bedouine and citizens who want to put their hands on ohe property there 
and build luxurious villas, They were helped in this by the fact that the govern- 
ment, encouraging the plunder and theft of ite property, proceeded to provide this 
area with public utilities, while not deriving any material benefit, and at the 
game time neglected to take care of ite land and exploit it! 


Pailure To Carry out the Resolution 


The abrogated Admintatrative Oversight Authority dealt with this phenomenon in 

1965, sending Lts reports to the responsible ministers in order to eliminate the 
land theft and support government revenues, inetead of losing them, In spite of 
that, the acts of plunder spread and became extensive, after officials hid their : 
heads in the sand! 


On % November 1965 a memorandum was sent to the minister of state for the Council 
of Minleters on the theft, subdivision and sale of al-‘'Ajami land without the is- 
suance of republican decrees! The report languished in the drawers. 


On lo May 1966 a memorandum was sent to the minister of state for Council of Min- 
ister affairs, the governor of Alexandria and the legal counsellor to the prime 
mintiater concerning the increased occurrences of usurpation “and the report met 
the same tate as before!" 


Stranger than that is the fact that on 14 September 1966 Republican Decree No 3604 
was issued allocating al-'Ajami lands for development and tourist purposes; the 
explanatory memorandum included the prime minister's agreement to develop the tour- 
iat area so that it would be competitive with the biggest international summer and 
winter resorts. in fact, the memorandum contained the stages of implementation 
which were assigned to the General Tourist Development Company (now al-Ma'murah) ; 
however, some officials opposed implementation of the republican decree, and it 

met ice fate in the drawers of deske! 





The surveillance agencies reiterated their insistence to officials, and on 3 June 
196/ they sent the deputy prime minister for agriculture and irrigation and the 
povernor of Alexandria a report dealing with speculation by some civil registry 
and survey employees in al-Dukhaylah and their declaration of nonexistent state 
land sales contracts. The officials were tried before the disciplinary court and 
the usurped land was returned to Agrarian Reform! 


fhe trespassing and usurpation continued. On 24 May 1972 Oversight sent a report 
t. the minister of state for Council of Minister affairs and the ministers of the 
treasury, tourism and agrarian reform, pleading with them to intervene to stop 
thin farce and to increase the government's revenues by rationalizing the owner- 
ship of government lands in al-‘Ajami! The report was buried in drawers. 
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On 7 June 1976, another memorandum concerning the increased usurpation of state 
lands wae sent to the minteter of atate for Council of Minteter affairs and che 
winkater of Local goveroment, and naturally Lt met che same fate, 





Ai Apoloyy to the Thleves 


The reporta requested that ownership be rationalized among che plunderere, who had 
proceeded to build luxury villas on government lands, by making it easy for tem 
to buy of be compensated, inetead of their continued uncompensated usurpation of 
lanl; that would lead to the acquisition of financial revenues by receipts from 
the salen of government, Land Reform and religious endowment property. 


Ky a simple calculation, which does not require a computer, committees or studies, 
the value of the stolen lands in the suburb of al-'Ajami comes to 500 million 
pounds! The ursurped area totals about 4,000 feddans, that is, 17 million square 
meters. Lf we assume, at the most conservative estimate, that che price per meter 
ranges from 30 to 70 pounds according to the condition of the site and its proxim- 
ity to the coast, we will, through a process of calculation, be surprised to find 
that the value of the usurped Lands comes to 500 million pounds! 


Thies te at a time when we are looking for every millieme to increase government 
revenues and at the same time the government has resorced to the method of sale by 
issuing Republican Decree No 549 for the Year 1976 giving governors permission to 
sell real estate owned by the government on certain conditions, including the pos- 
sibility of selling to owners of buildings erected on government lands after 1952. 
What Le odd ia that some plunderers presented applications to purchase the Lands 
and paid the price; however, the al-'Ajami region declined to accept that, on the 
pretext that this land was not subject to the government system! 


Out of journalistic impartiality /one should say that/ the government did get in 
motion tn May 1976 and that the undersecretary of state for Office of Minister of 
State for Council of Minister Affaire did send a letter to Administrative Oversight, 
informing tt of @ great measure to resolve the problem, which was that the Council 
of Ministers had discussed trespasses against the al-'Ajami lands in early May with 
the objective of issuing a decree to confer the authority on governors to eliminate 
trespasses against state property! 


Naturally the undersecretary of state for Office of Minister of State for Council 
of Minister Affairs did not specify what the neeting had concluded! As usual, the 
filen on the case languished for the LOth time in the drawers of officials' desks! 


Suddenly, on 30 January of last year, the Ministerial Committee for Local Services 
and Government held a meeting to discuss the proliferation of trespasses against 
state property. The committee recommended the following measures: 


Ayreeing to confer the authorities of ministers to issue decrees administratively 
terminating Tespasses against government property on governors. 


Assiyning all government bodies owning land to make a rapid, accurate tabulation 
of all trespasses apainst their property and to convey that to the governors at 
once and preparing an immediate schedule for the operations of tabulating the 














(reapasees, giving votice of them and eliminating them in ehort periads of time; 
the peaple in chatae of carrying Chat out would be held accountable through rewards 
aid puntehmente! 


Naturally the ministerial committee recommendations met their inevitable destiny ta 
the drawers of desks for commemoration's sake. 


The other amencles continued theie futile activity. On 27 February of Last year 
the Department of Properties in the Minietry of Housing sent the Governorate of 
Alexandria Luforming Lt that the usurpation of government land and property in the 
xovernorates had become 4a general phenomenon, that the Ministerial Services Com- 
mittee had taken « number of decisive recommendations, and that the prime minister 
had ayreed to conter the power of ministers in eliminating the tCrespasses adminiea- 
tratively on governors. The letter concluded with the need for tmmediate imple- 
mentation and eaid that it was for the personal attention of the governor! Natur 
aily the Minietey of Housing Letter was retained in the files of the Governorate 
ol Alexandria 


The Local Government Law issued by Republican Decree No 43 for the year 1979, whieh 
was approved by the People's Assembly, aleo gives the governor the power to adopt 
all measures that will guarantee that government employees are protected, and the 
mintetry requested Chat the transgressions committed against it /be punished/ by 
administrative means, Thies measure is compatible with the stipulations of Article 
4/0 of the Civil Law amended by subsequent laws, Last of which was Law 55 for the 
Year (9/0, ceparding the elimination of trespasses against government property! 





The Mintetey of Land Reclamation tried to shake off ite responsibility and on | 
Jawary of the year before last sent a letter to the governor of Alexandria inform 
ing Lim of the wide spread phenomenon of citizens’ usurpation and takeover of gov- 
erument lands, with the participation of some government officials, and requested 
that those exploiters be severely punished and be handed over to the office of the 
public prosecutor! In the face of the influence of the plunderers, the governor 
failed to diminate Che trespassers or hand them over to the prosecutor's office, 
even though numerous ministerial decrees have conferred on the governor of 
\lexandria the power to eliminate trespasses among them Minister of Finance decree 
No 64 for the Year 1976! 


A Tremendous Role for the Governorate! 


The fact ta that the Governorate of Alexandria has made a big effort, in the con- 
text of the role accorded it by previous laws and decrees. it contented itself 
with exchanging letters with the government bodies owning these Lands and the 

bodies responsible for preserving the lands, such es Land Reform, the al-'‘Amiriyah 
District and the Alexandria police! Naturally the figures were issued and received, 
the Clles were retained and the dossier was presented, as is our habit in discuss- 
ing and solving our problems! 


Aurarian Reform moved once again and ite head, Eng Sa'd Hijris, sent_the governor 
of Alexandria a letter in 1975 conteining the fact that the reform /agency/ 
possessed an area of 3,080 feddans on « coastal strip in the al-‘Ajemi area (re- 
ligious endowment of Hamidah Khallaf) and /stating that/ in view of the fact that 
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some (Cespasees had occurted, posing @ flek Co government properties, and that it 
wee imposelble Co protect Chem, Che situation required that Che necessary measures 
be adopted for preserving (hese lands in order to esatabliah cCourlet and development: 
@) fectiities on them, 


Aaterian Keform expressed ite readiness to offer financial aid for the adoption of 
decisive measures! 





in the goverament manner of solving our probleme, @ meeting wae held between of- 
flelale in the government and Agrarian Reform which concluded wit), the following 
decilelone: 


Security force guards would be inetelled in place of the local guards, and Agrarian 
Keform would defray the coste of the guerd and get in couch with the Minietry of 
the Interlor to provide the necessary police forces. 


Roundaries would be placed on Che Agrarian Reform lands in cooperation with the 
security department, survey inepection and the Dietrict of al-'Amirtyah. 


The cases and types of takeover would be tabulated, 


Vacant lands would be handed over to the police in order that it would take charge 
of protecting them trom new Crespasses. 


It does not need to be repeated that although 5 years have elapsed since they were 
lesued, Cheee measures have not yet been carried out! 


Wheat ie odd ie that after ite failure to cope with the trespasees and prove ites 
sclicitude for government property, the Governorate of Alexandria sent a letter to 
the minister of housing and reconstruction on 10 Pebruary 1975 requesting that jur- 
lediction over the etate lands in the see area of al-‘Ajami be transferred to gov- 
ernorate supervision so that it would be possible to eliminate the phenomenon of 
takeovers. The letter dealt with Republican Decree No 3604 for the Year 1966 (put 
away iv desks) allocating this area for public use for purposes of tourist develop- 
ment, which wae not carried out! The letter etated that the governorate had formed 
numerous committees since 1966 to determine properties and tabulate trespesses, to 
no avail! in eddicion, the fact that the ownership of these lands involved many 
bodies, including the Agricultural Reform Authority, the Desert Development Author- 
ity, the Egyptian Religious Endowments Authority, and so on, led individuals to 
continue to take over and trespass by putting up buildings! 


Ae an extension of the broad, massive activity which the Governorate of Alexandria 
carried out, the governor tried to rid himself of his responsibility in December 
1977, tesuing Decree No 195 on the responsibility of the head of the governorate's 
al-‘Amiriyeh Dietrict for the government property lying in the district and preven- 
tion of trespassing! Since the senior officials failed, Muhammad Jamal-al-Din 
Jamil, the head of the district, was also bound to fail in carrying out the gover- 
nor's decree, because of the obstacles in the way of implementation. After 2 years 
hed passed since che governor's decree, the head of the district tried to rid him- 
self of his responsibility, end on 6 January 1979 he sent « letter to the governor 
of Alexandria announcing his tatlure to cope with the trespasses, which had come 
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to 4,000 cases, and apectiying the diffieulties he wae facing. The matter ended 
with (he formation of @ committee containing the undersecretary of housing, the 
director of Che organization, the dletrlet heade and housing overseere in order to 
dlecues Che prevention of Creepasees, However, the committee failed to resolve 
the problem; at the end of the letter, the dietrict head demanded that the subject 
be re-examined, that a declaive declsion be Caken @o that the dietrict could per: 
form ite duty, that it be boletered by engineers, that the bodies owning land in 
the juriadletion of the diatrict commit thempelves to preserving it and eliminat- 
ing any Crespaesses as soon a6 they occurred, and that massive security forces be 
@eniuned to the dieceict! Ae uaual, the dieteict chief's letter was filed away’ 


Meetings and major and individual committees, which began in 1966, followed one 
another in succession in the governorate's agencies and discussed the problew of 
the thett of government lands, to no avell. Every meeting ended as it het begun 
and the sessions turned into idle talk about the inéluence of the usurpere of 
novernment Lande! 





The most important of these meetings, which was held on 13 May of last year under 
the chalrmanehip of the undersecretary and assistant secretary general of Che gov- 
ernorate, was to discuss the Council of Minieters decrees and delegate governors. 


The committee meeting ended «ith the formation of subsidiary branch committees, 
one to enumerate the trespasses, another, @ legal one, to investigate the phenom- 
non of trespassing, a third, financial, to determine the fees for using and the 
fees for exploiting the land, and «a fourth, technical, to discuss and enumerate 
penaities. 


The main and branch committees were eliminated and the committees derived from the 
the branch ones are still continuing their meetings! They have not come up with 
decisive executive measures to sell the lends to those who have usurped them or to 
limit the spread of the theft or exploitation of government lends, now that the 
committee members heve discovered that the government is rich and that it does not 
need 500 million pounds to support ite revenues! 


Finally 


A number of questions still stand. Who are the lucky ones who took over the gov- 
ernment lands on the north coast in order to construct luxury villas without per- 
mite in which to spend a few days in the suemer or winter’? Who is responsible for 
the failure to implement the republican decree issued 14 years ago, a8 well as the 
decroes of the Council of Ministers, various ministers, governors, and so forth? 
Why does the Governorate of Alexandria insist on the method of committee meetings 
and subsidiary branch committees, and so on and so forth, which are of no use’ Who 
is responsible for the loss of 500 million pounds to the state treasury’ 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Mun'im al-Nime, former minieter of religious endowments, told me a few 
days after he had left the previous cabinet, that the worst thing he discovered 
during his work in the minietry wae some officials’ and citizens’ greed for religi- 
ous endowment property. 


Thies is the problem of the north coast, which the members of factfinding committees 
in the People's Assembly have so far failed to understand. 


é$0: «802 
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ECONOMIC 


DRUG PRICE CRISIS. -Dr Mamiuh Jabre, minieter of health, rebelled at the meeting of 
the National Party Health Committee leet week, Committee members had confronted 
the mintever with the clee in prices of « large number of basic druge, which con- 
atituted « burden on Che masses and contradicted the party's declared policy. The 
minieter denied che cise in drug prices and said, “If the opposite ie proved, I 
will present my resignation from the ministry at once.” He stressed that the 
prices of 46 druge had been lowered in the past 9 months, in addition to t of 
nine heart and teeth druge and some vital antibiotics which were reduced /in price/ 
leet week. The minteter added that the pharmaceutical! companies’ losses had come 
to 26 million pounds as « result of the free druge given out to government hospit- 
aie and health ineurance. He said that the pharmaceutical sector received subsidy 
from the government of 9 million pounds, and subsidized iteelf with 24 million 
pounds « year by compensating for the losses ¢ h increased cossetice output. 
/Text/ /Geiro AL-AMRAR in Arabic 15 Sep 80 p 1/ 11887 
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UNIVERSITY FPIGURES CONDEMN NEW PROCEDURES 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arable 22 Sep 80 p 6 


/Article by Jamal Abu Talib: “Cairo University Professors Assert That Periodic 
Examinations and Abeent-Present Syetem Are Wrong" 


/Text/ The Hi_her Counetl of Cairo University hae tesued « number of resolutions 
to develop the teaching syetem ineide the university. According to the new system, 
the untversity will give etudente in the various faculties at least three periodic 
examinations during the academic year, which will receive 30 percent of the grade, 
while the final examination will be given 70 percent of the grade. The resolutions 
aleo stipulate that the presence and absence of students at lectures be recorded, 
that the guardian of anyone missing 25 percent of the lectures be notified, and 
that the student be prohibited from attending the examination. The council also 
lesued ite traditional resolution chat professors commit themselves to issuing 
university booke by « date no later than 15 November. 


The question te: 


What le the professors’ view about these resolutions? Can the university faculties 
hold three periodic examinations for their etudente? de it proper to apply the 
system of absences and presences in the university as in the secondary schools? 


Dr Semir a\-Sharqewi, professor of commercial law and deputy head of the Paculty 
of Law in Catro, says: 


“These resolutions cannot be cerried out in our universities. From the standpoint 
of periodic examinations, the professor cannot epare the time to give periodic ex- 
eminations, supervies them and correct them. There are 14,000 students in our 
faculty, tor examples, and « whole academic year would not be enough for these ex- 
aminations. Examinations of thie kind will be at the expense of studies. The 
statement holds just a8 velid on the taking of absences at lectures. The taking 
of absences for 4,000 students would take more time than the lecture. 


“Ae for resolutions issued concerning the university book, they are issued every 
year and not carried out! 


“To that I should add that people said in the olden days, if you want to be 
obeyed, order what can be done. 
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"Le wae necessary Chat Che resolutions be directed toward application of the sound 
university eyetem, which le Chat the professor commit himeelf to the lecture and 
that the etudent study Che sources the professor epelie out for hin," 


Medical Excuses 


De ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Sayyurt of the Arable Language Department of the Faculty of 
Lettere at Cairo says: 


"Le Le actually necessary to develop the examination system, but for the better, 
provided that there be « breakdown of grades whereby the periodic examinations 
will count for 70 pe-cent and the end-of-year examination for 30 percent, on con- 
dition that there be facilities in terme of availability of faculty members and 
places where examinations can be held, 


"Ae fac an the nonacceptance of etudentse’ medical excuses goes, that le to be re- 
jected. These excuses must be accepted, on condition that the professor giving 
the course hold an oral examination for the ecudent inetead of the examination he 
misses. 


"Ie Lt possible, however, for faculty members to busy themselves with eo many ex- 
aminatione? Ie it possible for examination committees to meet and for control com- 
wittees to meet, postponing classes’? How much will it cost the university to pay 
for prosecution, control and correction activities? 


"As regards the attendance rate, that basically is covered in the university bill, 
but te not applied, and we do not need to issue «a new resolution on that subject.” 


Circumetances of the Student 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Hakim Redi of the Arabic Language Department of the Faculty of Letters 
in Catro adds: 


"If we in the Faculty of Letters present a memorandum to the University Council to 
abrogate one examination held in just two subjects in the middle of the year be- 
cause we do not have the resources for holding it, how can a resolution be issued 
that there be at least three periodic examinations in all subjects’ 


"Regarding attendance rates, the Egyptian student suffers from social and material 
circumstances, problems of communications and so on. That must be taken into con- 
sideration and if all this prevents the student from attending 75 percent of the 
lectures, holding periodic examinations will consequently represent a problem for 
us and the student.” 


Dr Rif‘at ‘Uchman, instructor in business management in the Faculty of Commerce at 
Calro, says: 


“Ae fac as the application of this system to students in higher studies goes, that 
ie desirable and in fact there should be more than three periodic examinations 
every year, but, more to the point than that, a ratio of at least 60 percent should 
should be subject to the evaluation of the professor supervising the student, 
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who will himpelf evaluate the effort of the student, not Chrough examinations but 
by following up on research,” 


Dr tbrahim al-Sibe't, professor of costing at the Faculty of Commerce in Cairo, 
says. 


"The problem of the university book te a difficult one, and this sort of resolution 
will not solve it. I can support etipulating « minimum of 75 percent attendance 
for students, but as far ae notifying the guardians of students’ absences goes, 
thet muet be restricted to etudents who show delinquent conduct in the university 
and in their organization of their etudies."” 





De ‘Abd-al-Wahhab al-Sayyid, professor of soology in the Science Faculty at Cairo, 
pays: 


"Periodic examinations can be successfully applied only to some departmente of the 
Sclence Faculty, where the classes are emall., Some departments like soology and 
biology have octered to accept thie, while other departments, like chemistry and 
phyeice, have -urved down these resolutions, because they do not have the practical 
resources, and there are no spare facilities in the faculty to apply this system. 


"lL vreject the refusal to accept students’ medical excuses because it is not just, 
and coneideration must be given to students’ difficult circumstances." 


A Waste of Time 
Dr Shawqi Riyad, Literature, Cairo, Saye: 


"There are no resources to enable professors to bring the new system into being, 
whether with respect to examinations or to the noting down of absences, because 
that Le a waste of time and undoubtedly will cake place at the expense of the edu- 
cational mission.” 


Dr Shawqi Riyad continues, "All these resoiutfons will encourage the spread of 
private tutoring in the university." 


He says thet etudents in che system of secondary studies and before that in the 
preparatory system are represse, and need some liberation in the university. The 
univereity cannot be converted into a school system. 


De Majdi Yusuf, visiting professor of civilization at the Pacuity of Letters in 
Tanta, says: 


"The Examinations are a silly procedure which quest be combated, und | am against 
them. This 30 percent ratio ought to be directed toward the professor's evaluation 
of the etudents' activities and their capacity for scientific research." 


Finally, the resolutions issued by the higher council of Cairo University cannot be 
carried out; it would be more fruitful ic the higher council sought another system 
for developing the university system. 


11887 
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SOC LOLOG ICAL 


ARTISTS REBEL AGALNST REMOVAL OF WORKS FROM EXHIBIT HALL 





Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 29 Sep 80 p 6 
/Acctiele: “Arctteats Condem Their Expulsion from Bab al-Luq — 


{Text/ The Mintetry of Culture has decided to remove the art works being exhibited 
from he Fine Artiste’ Hall in Bab al-Luq and prevent artiste from going into it, 
prior to selling (t to Che National Development Bank of the National Democratic 
Party. The Mintetry of Culture ieesued inecructions to the Artiste’ and Literary 
Persons’ Authority security office to empty out the hell and hand it over to the 
Development Bank, after storing away the contents of the hell in a room in the 
al-Neaer Palace building in the al-Jazirah fairgrounds. 


The security agency took over the room and moved the artists’ works there. On the 
same day, three employees in the hall presented Complaint No 3971 for the Year 1980, 
adminietrative/‘'Abidin, in which they proved that some officials in the ministry 
had taken over some artiste’ works and the contents of the hall by force. 


On 4 August the arciet Farid al-Mahdi presented Complaint No 4155, administrative, 
to the chief public prosecutor in ‘Abidin, who lesued a decree that the situation 
wae to be kept as it was until the judiciary ruled on the matter. 


The arciste filed Case No 2354 for the year 1980 with the Cairo summary justice 
court against the minister of culture to suspend implementation of the removal de- 
cree, which was postponed until the 15 November session. The artists filed anoth- 
er judicial case, No 2066, with the Council of State against the minister of 
culture in order to abrogate his decree to clear out the artiste’ hall and the 
session of 23 August wae reserved for that, then postponed, also, to the 7 October 
session. 


The Union [eseves «a Condemnation 


When the Artiste’ Union learned of the minieter's decree, the union council held 
an extraordinary session to discuss che continuous trespasses by the ministry and 
Arctiets' Authority against artistic activity and adopted « number of resolutions, 
most important of which were: 


Support for the societies which filed judicial cases against the minister of 
culture concerning evacuation of the ball. 
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The filing of @ similar case ageinet the person in charge of the Artiste’ Author 
ity in the mintetry, 


Presentation of an explanatory memorandum to the chief public prosecutor in ‘Abidin 
to @xplain the eltuation, 


The union flled @ judlclary case againet the minieter of culture with the Council 
of State, attached to the case presented by the artistic societies. That was post~ 
poned to the / October session. 


AL -AHRAR met with Che artiete. The artiet Farid al-Mabdi said “It ie clear from 
the documents in my possession that the Mintetry of Culture committed violations 
and mistakes, including the fact that those who tesued the .netructions (by tele- 
phone) did not take the existence of artiste into consideration. 


"There Le the text of the telephone message from officiale tseued on 7 July 1980 
requesting that the hall be emptied out in 24 hours, It was ae if it wae their 
own hall. 


"In another erea, the hall te rented out by the Chamber of Commerce for a token 
rental agreement, and if the mintetry decided to do without the hall, it would have 
been more appropriate, and natural, for it to abrogate the contract and hand it 
over to the chamber, not to ti bank. 


“Wheat Lea unfortunate is thet minietry officials engaged in conduct which te in con- 
tradiction to the sovereignty of the law. They sought the aid of the security men 

in the mintetry, expropriated the works of some artists and damaged some others. 

We are intending to demand compensation in the event our art works are not returned.” 


The artiet Mahmud Baqshish says, “The Bab al-Luq Hall is not the firec hall the 
goverment hae expelled ue from. In the forties and fifties, Cairo had 20 exhibi- 
tion halls, which, in the sixties and seventies, dropped to 10. Now there are 
seven, and there is only one group exhibition hall, che Bab al-Luq Hall, which is 
to be handed over to «a bank.” 


They Want To Leolate the Artists 
Dr Salih Ride, secretary general of the Artiste’ Union, says: 


"The real iesue is not one of exhibition halle but one of Egyptian artiste and the 
broad public which is being estranged from their output, day by day. The closing 
of such vicel outlets as the exhibition halle may be one cause for their estrange- 
ment from the masses. This reckless act which the Ministry of Culture has com- 
mitted will be held to account before the judiciary.” He adds, “Now we aust boy- 
cott the halle, and bring our work down to the street." The artist ‘Izz-al-Déie 
Najib says, “The issue is not one of a hall which is sold but one of the civiliza- 
tion of a nation and the values of a people which are being thrown into a waste- 
basket. Lc ie the issue of artists who bear the values of their people and form- 
late them in the conscience of their nation. Recently the artists issued a 


14) 





atatewent elaned by more than LOO male and female artiate in which Chey said that 
for more than @ quarter century thie hall hae been a symbol of the long history of 
the art movement that created generatione of arciete and people devoted to art, 
The gravity of thie measure t# not just represented by the taolation of ertiate 
from Chelle people eo much a@ the increased isolation of the people from their 
arcietea,” 
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S0C LOLOGICAL 


BRIEFS 


FAMILY PLANNING CRITICIZED--Members of the National Party Health and Family 
Planning Committee, at their meeting last week, demanded that a comprehensive mod- 
ification be made in population and family planning. The members said that the 
contents of the party family planning program do not represent reality, having 
been prepared with exceptional speed, and that the government spent several million 
pounds on the “look around you" policy. Dr Mahir al-Namarei, head of the Population 
Branch in the committee, offered a plan to amend the program. The committee agreed 
to it and the National Party will be presented with it at the general conference 
whose activities etart today. The Population Branch said that applied studies 
have proved that the erroneous population growth estimates in the past 30 years, 
and the problems which have arisen from them, have directly obstructed imp lementa- 
tion of development and welfare plans. The branch pointed out that the phenomena 
of the population problem may be summarized as a constant population increase, a 
rise in population density in the big cities, and the housing, supply and other 
problems that hae created, in addition to a disrupticn in the rational balance be- 
tween industrial and agricultural output on the one hand and the population in- 
crease on the other, differences in the pattern of population distribution among 
governorates, deficiencies in abundant numbers of trained manpower through migra- 
tion, and conflicts in views and opinions on evaluating the problem. The branch 
said that the new strategy must be based on an effort to reduce the population 
growth rate by supporting the National Family Planning Project Agency, guiding 
media campaigns, coordinating and interacting with government and local services 
and efforts in this field, striving to organize population distribution by setting 
forth a population strategy by establishing new settlements and complexes, and con- 
necting population planning with manpower, education and training planning. /Text/ 
/Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 29 Sep 80 p 7/ 11687 
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